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Introduction to the Gospel of John 
Dr. Steven R. Cook 

 

Authorship: 

 

• Internal and external evidence points to the Apostle John as the author of the 

Gospel.   

• John most likely wrote from the Island of Patmos, where he was exiled in 

the latter part of his life by the Roman Emperor Domitian.   

 

Audience: 

 

• John wrote to a general Gentile audience.  

 

Date: 

 

• The Gospel was most likely written between A.D. 85-95.   

  

Purpose: 

 

• The major purpose of John is to provide information about Jesus in order to 

persuade the reader that He is the Christ, the Son of God.  Believing in Jesus 

results in the benefit of receiving eternal life.  John writes: “Therefore many 

other signs [σημεῖον semeion – distinguishing marks] Jesus also performed 

in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this book; but these 

have been written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of 

God; and that believing you may have life in His name” (John 20:30-31). 

• The Seven Signs of Jesus in the Gospel of John are: 

1. Changing water into wine in Cana (2:1–11) 

2. Healing an official’s son in Capernaum (4:46–54) 

3. Healing an invalid at the Pool of Bethesda in Jerusalem (5:1–18) 

4. Feeding the 5,000 near the Sea of Galilee (6:5–14) 

5. Walking on the water of the Sea of Galilee (6:16–21) 

6. Healing a blind man in Jerusalem (9:1–7) 

7. Raising dead Lazarus in Bethany (11:1–45)1 

• John also provides seven “I Am” statements that affirm the deity of Jesus: 

 
1 Edwin A. Blum, “John,” in The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the 

Scriptures, ed. J. F. Walvoord and R. B. Zuck, vol. 2 (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1985), 269. 
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1. “I am the Bread of Life” (6:35). 

2. “I am the Light of the world” (8:12). 

3. “I am the Gate for the sheep” (10:7; cf. v. 9). 

4. “I am the Good Shepherd” (10:11, 14). 

5. “I am the Resurrection and the Life” (11:25). 

6. “I am the Way and the Truth and the Life” (14:6). 

7. “I am the true Vine” (15:1; cf. v. 5).2 

 

Important words: 

 

• The word “believe” (πιστεύω pisteuo) is used 98 times in the Gospel of 

John.   

 

The prologue contains many of the major themes of the Gospel which 

are later reintroduced and developed more fully. The key terms 

include “life” (v. 4), “light” (v. 4), “darkness” (v. 5), “witness” (v. 7), 

“true” (v. 9), “world” (v. 9), “Son” (v. 14), “Father” (v. 14), “glory” 

(v. 14), “truth” (v. 14). Two other key theological terms are “the 

Word” (v. 1) and “grace” (v. 14), but these important words are used 

in John only in this theological introduction. “Word” (Logos) does 

occur elsewhere in the Gospel but not as a Christological title.3 

 

Outline of the Gospel of John: 

1. The Prologue (1:1–18) 

2. Jesus’ Manifestation to the Nation (1:19–12:50) 

3. Jesus’ Preparation of His Disciples (chaps. 13–17) 

4. Jesus’ Passion and Resurrection (chaps. 18–20) 

5. The Epilogue (chap. 21)4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
2 Ibid., 269. 
3 Ibid., 271. 
4 Ibid., 270–271. 
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John 1:1-18 

 

In the beginning was the Word [λόγος logos – word, statement, speech = the 

vehicle of revelation], and the Word was with God [from eternity; cf. John 17:5], 

and the Word was God [cf. 1 John 1:1-3; Rev. 19:13]. 2 He was in the beginning 

with God. 3 All things came into being through Him [i.e. the Father worked 

through the Son to create; see 1 Cor. 8:6; Col. 1:16; Heb. 1:2], and apart from Him 

nothing came into being that has come into being. 4 In Him was life [ζωή zoe – life; 

used 36 times by John to refer to eternal life; John 3:16; 17:3], and the life was the 

Light of men. 5 The Light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not 

comprehend it. 6 There came a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He 

came as a witness, to testify about the Light, so that all might believe [πιστεύω 

pisteuo – believe, trust, rely] through him. 8 He was not the Light, but he came to 

testify about the Light. 9 There was the true [ἀληθινός alethinos – real, genuine] 

Light which, coming into the world [see vs. 14], enlightens every man [without 

distinction between Jew or Gentile]. 10 He was in the world, and the world was 

made through Him, and the world did not know Him [because of spiritual 

darkness]. 11 He came to His own [Israel, a created people; see Isa. 43:15], and 

those who were His own did not receive Him [the majority]. 12 But as many as 

received Him [the believing few], to them He gave the right to become children of 

God, even to those who believe in His name, 13 who were born, not of blood nor of 

the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. 14 And the Word became 

flesh [the eternal Son of God became human], and dwelt among us, and we saw 

His glory, glory as of the only begotten [μονογενής monogenes – only born, 

uniquely born; see Heb. 11:17; cf. John 1:18; 3:16; 1 John 4:9] from the Father, 

full of grace and truth [i.e. Jesus’ incarnation was the maximum expression of 

grace and revelation of truth]. 15 John testified about Him and cried out, saying, 

“This was He of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me has a higher rank than I, for 

He existed before me [as the eternal Son of God].’” 16 For of His fullness we have 

all received, and grace upon [ἀντὶ anti – instead of, in place of, in exchange for] 

grace. 17 For the Law was given through Moses [a gracious and revealing act of 

God]; grace and truth [as a greater act of grace and revelation] were realized 

through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has seen God at any time [i.e. in His essential 

spiritual nature; see 1 Tim. 1:17; 6:16; 1 John 4:12]; the only begotten God 

[μονογενὴς θεὸς monogenes theos] who is in the bosom of the Father [the place of 

intimacy], He has explained Him [ἐξηγέομαι exegeomai – explain, reveal; see John 

6:46; 12:45; 14:8-9; Col. 1:15; Heb. 1:3]. 
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Summary of John 1:1-18: 

 

1. The Central Idea of the Text is that John presents Jesus as the eternal Son of 

God who became human in order to reveal grace and truth to a fallen world. 
2. God the Son—the Word—was with God the Father from eternity past (John 

1:1; 17:5, 24).  John helps elucidate the doctrine of the Trinity, in which 

there is one God who eternally exists as three persons: God the Father (Gal. 

1:1; Eph. 6:23; Phil. 2:11), God the Son (John 1:1, 14:18; 8:58; 20:28; Col. 

2:9; Heb. 1:8), and God the Holy Spirit (Acts 5:3-4; 1 Cor. 2:11-12; 2 Cor. 

13:14).  God the Son has existed eternally, but His humanity was added in 

time and continues forever.   
3. Jesus is presented as the Light of the world (John 1:4, 9; 8:12).  “Light is 

commonly used in the Bible as an emblem of God; darkness is commonly 

used to denote death, ignorance, sin, and separation from God. Isaiah 

described the coming of salvation as the people living in darkness seeing a 

great light (Isa. 9:2; cf. Matt. 4:16).”5  Jesus, as the Light, is the true 

disclosure of God.  The Light divides humanity between those who love 

Jesus and are drawn to Him (John 1:12-13; 3:21; 8:12), and those who hate 

Him and hide from Him (John 3:19-20). 
4. The world (κόσμος kosmos), though used neutrally a few times by John 

(John 1:9; 20:25), predominantly has a negative meaning which refers to 

Satan’s world-system with its anti-God agenda (John 1:10; 7:7; 14:17, 27, 

30; 15:18; 16:8, 20, 33; 17:6, 9, 14).  God loves the unbelievers who reside 

in, and participate with, Satan’s world-system (John 3:16), which system 

will never be reformed.  God loves them in spite of their hostile beliefs and 

behaviors (cf. Rom. 5:6-10).  Those who believe in Christ as Savior are no 

longer identified as belonging to the world (John 15:19); however, as 

Christians, they still have the capacity to love the world and set themselves 

against God (Jam. 4:4; 1 John 2:15-17).   

5. The doctrine of the hypostatic union is the biblical teaching that God the 

Son, the second Peron of the Trinity, became a true human (Isa. 7:14; 9:6; 

John 1:1, 14, Luke 1:31-33; Rom. 8:3; Gal. 4:4; Phil. 2:5-8; Col. 1:19; Heb. 

2:14; 1 John 1:1-3; 4:2; 2 John 1:7).  As God, Jesus possesses all the 

attributes of deity and is worthy of all worship and obedience (Luke 24:51-

52; John 9:38; 20:28; Heb. 1:6).  As perfect Man, Jesus lived a righteous life 

that was free from sin (2 Cor. 5:21; Heb. 4:15; 1 Pet. 2:22; 1 John 3:5).  His 

 
5 Edwin A. Blum, “John,” in The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures, 

ed. J. F. Walvoord and R. B. Zuck, vol. 2 (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1985), 271–272. 
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primary purpose for coming into the world was to die a substitutionary death 

(Mark 10:45; John 12:27; 1 Tim. 1:15), bearing the punishment that 

rightfully belongs to us (Isa. 53:1-12; 1 Pet. 3:18), and in exchange to give 

us the gifts of righteousness and eternal life (John 3:16; 10:28; Rom. 5:17; 2 

Cor. 5:21; Phil. 3:9). 
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John 1:19-51 

 

This is the testimony [μαρτυρία marturia – testimony, legal witness] of John 

[who’s preaching marked the beginning of Jesus’ ministry], when the Jews sent to 

him priests and Levites [religious authorities] from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are 

you?” 20 And he confessed and did not deny, but confessed, “I am not the Christ.” 
21 They asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” [who was predicted to precede 

Messiah with authority; see Mal. 4:5-6] And he said, “I am not.” “Are you the 

Prophet?” [promised by Moses; see Deut. 18:15-18] And he answered, “No.” 22 

Then they said to him, “Who are you, so that we may give an answer to those who 

sent us? What do you say about yourself?” 23 He said, “I am A VOICE OF ONE 

CRYING IN THE WILDERNESS, ‘MAKE STRAIGHT THE WAY OF THE 

LORD,’ [see Isa. 40:3] as Isaiah the prophet said.” 24 Now they had been sent from 

the Pharisees. 25 They asked him, and said to him, “Why then are you baptizing [an 

outward ceremonial washing that pictures an inward cleansing], if you are not the 

Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?” [i.e. with what authority do you baptize?] 26 

John answered them saying, “I baptize in water, but among you stands One whom 

you do not know. 27 “It is He who comes after me, the thong of whose sandal I am 

not worthy to untie [John places himself beneath the lowliest slave].” 28 These 

things took place in Bethany beyond the Jordan, where John was baptizing. 29 The 

next day he saw Jesus coming to him and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God who 

takes away the sin of the world! [referring to the prophesied Messiah in Isaiah 

53:4-7; cf. 1 Pet. 1:18-19; Rev. 5:12] 30 “This is He on behalf of whom I said, 

‘After me comes a Man who has a higher rank than I, for He existed before me.’ 31 

“I did not recognize Him [i.e. as Messiah], but so that He might be manifested to 

Israel, I came baptizing in water.” 32 John testified saying, “I have seen the Spirit 

descending as a dove out of heaven [in some bodily representation], and He 

remained upon Him. 33 “I did not recognize Him, but He who sent me to baptize in 

water said to me, ‘He upon whom you see the Spirit descending and remaining 

upon Him, this is the One who baptizes in the Holy Spirit [Acts 1:8; 2:1-4; 11:15-

16].’ 34 “I myself have seen, and have testified that this is the Son of God.” [John 

simply points people to Jesus] 35 Again the next day John was standing with two of 

his disciples, 36 and he looked at Jesus as He walked, and said, “Behold, the Lamb 

of God!” 37 The two disciples heard him speak, and they followed Jesus. 38 And 

Jesus turned and saw them following, and said to them, “What do you seek?” They 

said to Him, “Rabbi (which translated means Teacher), where are You staying?” 39 

He said to them, “Come, and you will see.” So they came and saw where He was 

staying; and they stayed with Him that day, for it was about the tenth hour [this 

would be 10:00 AM Gentile time, or 4:00 PM Jewish time]. 40 One of the two who 
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heard John speak and followed Him, was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. 41 He 

found first his own brother Simon and said to him, “We have found the Messiah” 

(which translated means Christ) [Andrew simply points his brother to Jesus]. 42 He 

brought him to Jesus [a picture of relational-evangelism]. Jesus looked at him and 

said [speaking from His omniscience], “You are Simon the son of John; you shall 

be called Cephas” (which is translated Peter) [The new name, Peter—which means 

rock—could represent the solid character that Jesus would develop in him]. 43 The 

next day He purposed to go into Galilee, and He found Philip. And Jesus said to 

him, “Follow Me.” 44 Now Philip was from Bethsaida, of the city of Andrew and 

Peter. 45 Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We have found Him of whom 

Moses in the Law and also the Prophets wrote-- Jesus of Nazareth, the son of 

Joseph.” 46 Nathanael said to him, “Can any good thing come out of Nazareth?” 

[Nazareth had an unsavory reputation] Philip said to him [not arguing], “Come and 

see.” [i.e. see for yourself] 47 Jesus saw Nathanael coming to Him, and said of him 

[speaking from His omniscience], “Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom there is no 

deceit!” [a personal statement about Nathaniel’s character] 48 Nathanael said to 

Him, “How do You know me?” Jesus answered and said to him [speaking from 

His omniscience], “Before Philip called you, when you were under the fig tree, I 

saw you.” 49 Nathanael answered Him, “Rabbi, You are the Son of God; You are 

the King of Israel.” 50 Jesus answered and said to him, “Because I said to you that I 

saw you under the fig tree, do you believe? You will see greater things than these.” 
51 And He said to him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, you will see the heavens opened 

and the angels of God ascending and descending on the Son of Man.” [a reference 

to Jacob’s ladder; see Gen. 28:10-12] 
 

1. The Central Idea of the Text is that John the Baptist identifies Jesus as 

Messiah to his disciples, who in turn, point others to Jesus.  

2. When converting to Judaism, Gentiles normally baptized themselves as an 

outward sign of their inward devotion to God.  However, John’s baptism 

was directed at fellow Jews and was “a baptism of repentance for the 

forgiveness of sins” (Mar 1:4; cf. Matt. 3:1-3).  This appears to have 

offended the religious leadership who questioned John the Baptist 

concerning his authority (John 1:19-28).  

3. The narrative covers the duration of four days in which John the Baptist 

identifies Jesus as the Messiah (John 1:19-28; 29-34; 35-42; 43-51).  John 

the Baptist had an exalted view of Jesus as the Messiah and humbly 

considered himself unworthy to untie Jesus’ sandals, a task normally 

assigned to the lowliest of slaves.  John twice identified Jesus as the “Lamb 

of God” (John 1:29, 36).  Both instances were designed to point his disciples 
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to Jesus that they might follow Him.  John the Baptist was assigned the task 

of preparing the way for the Messiah, and once Jesus began His ministry, 

John’s task would diminish (John 3:22-36).   

4. We learn from John the Baptist, Andrew and Philip that biblical evangelism 

is often relational, in which a believer points—not pushes—others to search 

out Jesus for themselves.  Salvation occurs when a person recognizes and 

accepts Jesus as the Messiah and trusts in Him alone to save (John 3:16; 

Acts 4:12; 16:30-31; Eph. 2:8-9; Tit. 3:5). 
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John 2:1-25 

 

On the third day [after calling Philip; see John 1:43-51] there was a wedding in 

Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there; 2 and both Jesus and His 

disciples were invited to the wedding [perhaps friends/family of the groom or 

bride]. 3 When the wine [οινος oinos – wine was a picture of prosperity, Ps. 

104:15; but drunkenness was condemned; Prov. 20:1] ran out, the mother of Jesus 

said to Him, “They have no wine.” [a serious problem with lasting embarrassment] 
4 And Jesus said to her, “Woman, what does that have to do with us? My hour has 

not yet come.” [an allusion to His Father’s will at the cross; see John 7:30; 8:20; 

12:23, 27; 13:1; 17:1] 5 His mother said to the servants [ignoring Jesus’ statement], 

“Whatever He says to you, do it.” 6 Now there were six stone waterpots set there 

for the Jewish custom of purification [based on Jewish tradition; cf. Mark 7:5-9], 

containing twenty or thirty gallons each [total = 120 to 180 gallons]. 7 Jesus said to 

them, “Fill the waterpots with water.” So they filled them up to the brim. 8 And He 

said to them, “Draw some out now and take it to the headwaiter.” So they took it to 

him. 9 When the headwaiter tasted the water which had become wine, and did not 

know where it came from (but the servants who had drawn the water knew), the 

headwaiter called the bridegroom, 10 and said to him, “Every man serves the good 

wine first, and when the people have drunk freely [and numbed their senses], then 

he serves the poorer wine [because the guests cannot differentiate expensive from 

cheap wine]; but you have kept the good wine until now [i.e. saved the best for 

last].” 11 This beginning of His signs [σημεῖον semeion – distinguishing mark, 

attesting miracle] Jesus did in Cana of Galilee, and manifested His glory, and His 

disciples believed in Him [i.e. in a deeper way]. 12 After this He went down to 

Capernaum, He and His mother and His brothers and His disciples; and they stayed 

there a few days. 13 The Passover of the Jews was near [the first of three—and 

maybe four—mentioned in John’s Gospel; see John 6:4; 12:1], and Jesus went up 

to Jerusalem. 14 And He found in the temple those who were selling oxen and 

sheep and doves [profiting from travelers who could not bring their sacrifice], and 

the money changers seated at their tables [exchanging currency for profit]. 15 And 

He made a scourge of cords, and drove them all out of the temple, with the sheep 

and the oxen; and He poured out the coins of the money changers and overturned 

their tables; 16 and to those who were selling the doves [the sacrifice of the poor; 

see Lev. 5:7] He said, “Take these things away; stop making My Father’s house a 

place of business.” [Jesus would later cleanse the temple again; Mark 11:15-18] 17 

His disciples remembered that it was written, “ZEAL FOR YOUR HOUSE WILL 

CONSUME ME.” [Ps. 69:9] 18 The Jews then said to Him, “What sign [σημεῖον 

semeion] do You show us as your authority for doing these things?” [the question 
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seeks to discredit Jesus rather than address the temple injustice] 19 Jesus answered 

them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” [Jesus points them 

to the sign of His resurrection; cf. Matt. 12:38-40] 20 The Jews then said, “It took 

forty-six years to build this temple, and will You raise it up in three days?” 21 But 

He was speaking of the temple of His body [Jesus used veiled language to hide His 

meaning from the unbelieving]. 22 So when He was raised from the dead, His 

disciples remembered that He said this [understanding came later]; and they 

believed the Scripture and the word which Jesus had spoken. 23 Now when He was 

in Jerusalem at the Passover, during the feast, many believed in His name, 

observing His signs [σημεῖον semeion – which identified Him as Messiah] which 

He was doing. 24 But Jesus, on His part, was not entrusting [πιστεύω pisteuo – 

believe, entrust] Himself to them, for He knew all men [that they are sinful, 

unreliable, and will fall away], 25 and because He did not need anyone to testify 

concerning man, for He Himself knew what was in man. 

 

Summary of John 2:1-25: 

 

1. The Central Idea of the Text is that Jesus socialized at the wedding in Cana 

as well as the Jewish Temple during Passover and in both places asserted 

His power and authority as the Messiah.  

2. Jesus and His family and disciples were invited to a wedding in Cana; 

however, a problem arose when the wine for the celebration ran out, which 

would have greatly embarrassed the groom and bride.  At the request of His 

mother, Jesus solved the problem by supernaturally turning water into fine 

wine (an alcoholic drink); though some may have abused His gift.   

3. Jews were obligated to observe the annual Passover Feast which 

memorialized the exodus from slavery in Egypt (Deut. 16:1-8).  More so, the 

Jewish temple was to be the place where people—Jews and Gentiles—came 

to pray, sacrifice, and worship God.  However, when Jesus arrived at the 

temple He was greatly upset that many had converted it into a marketplace 

for personal gain rather than a holy place of worship to the Lord.  Jesus 

drove out the animals and moneychangers in order to restore the proper 

function of the temple.  It appears Jesus cleansed the temple again toward 

the end of His earthly ministry and it was at that time the Jewish leadership 

sought to kill Him (Mark 11:15-18).  In time, the Jewish temple would be 

destroyed (in 70 A.D.), and worship would not be geographically dependent 

(John 4:20-24).   

4. Though there were many who trusted (πιστεύω pisteuo) in Jesus because of 

the signs He performed, Jesus did not entrust (πιστεύω pisteuo) Himself to 
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them; for He knew the hearts of all men, that they are sinful, weak and prone 

to failure (Ps. 130:3; Prov. 20:9; Eccl. 7:20; Isa. 53:6; Jer. 17:9; Rom. 3:23; 

Gal. 3:22; Jam. 3:2).   

5. Jesus’ thoughts were focused on doing His Father’s will (John 5:30; 8:29), 

and this is seen in His double reference to His death (John 2:4; 18-21).  Like 

Jesus, the spiritual believer desires to conform to God’s will in thought 

(Rom. 12:1-2), word (Col. 4:6; Tit. 2:1), and deed (Jam. 1:22). 
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John 3:1-21 

 

Now there was a man of the Pharisees, named Nicodemus [cf. John 7:50; 19:39], a 

ruler of the Jews; 2 this man came to Jesus by night [privately] and said to Him, 

“Rabbi, we [Nicodemus and others] know that You have come from God as a 

teacher [Nicodemus sees Jesus inadequately, only as a teacher from God]; for no 

one can do these signs that You do unless God is with him.” 3 Jesus answered and 

said to him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again [γεννηθῇ ἄνωθεν 

gennethe anothen – lit. born from above; cf. John 3:31; 19:11] he cannot see the 

kingdom of God.” 4 Nicodemus said to Him, “How can a man be born when he is 

old? He cannot enter a second time into his mother’s womb and be born, can he?” 5 

Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you [pl. you all – Nicodemus and others], 

unless one is born of water [human birth] and the Spirit [divine birth] he cannot 

enter into the kingdom of God. 6 “That which is born of the flesh is flesh [human 

birth], and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit [divine birth]. 7 “Do not be 

amazed that I said to you, ‘You must be born again.’ 8 “The wind [an invisible 

force] blows where it wishes and you hear the sound of it [perceive its activity], 

but do not know where it comes from and where it is going [is a mystery]; so is 

everyone who is born of the Spirit [who is invisible and mysterious, until we 

perceive His activity].” 9 Nicodemus said to Him, “How can these things be?” 10 

Jesus answered and said to him, “Are you the teacher of Israel and do not 

understand these things? 11 “Truly, truly, I say to you, we [Jesus and His disciples] 

speak of what we know and testify of what we have seen, and you do not accept 

our testimony. 12 “If I told you earthly things and you do not believe, how will you 

believe if I tell you heavenly things? [pertaining to the work of the Spirit and 

spiritual birth] 13 “No one has ascended into heaven, but He who descended from 

heaven [in hypostatic union]: the Son of Man [the One from heaven can speak 

about heavenly things]. 14 “As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness [for the 

physical healing of those who looked to it; see Num. 21:4-9], even so must the Son 

of Man be lifted up [on the cross for the spiritual healing of those who look to 

Him; see John 12:32-33; cf. Isa. 53:4-5, 11]; 15 so that whoever believes [πιστεύω 

pisteuo – believe, trust, rely] will in Him have [ἔχω echo – pres/act/subj – have, 

hold, possess] eternal life [cf. John 10:28]. 16 “For God so loved [ἀγαπάω agapao – 

to have a warm regard or interest in another] the world, that He gave [as a 

substitutionary sacrifice] His only begotten Son [μονογενής monogenes – uniquely 

born, one of a kind], that whoever believes [πιστεύω pisteuo] in Him shall not 

perish, but have eternal life. 17 “For God did not send the Son into the world to 

judge the world, but that the world might be saved through Him. 18 “He who 

believes in Him is not judged; he who does not believe [as the sole condition for 
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salvation] has been judged already, because he has not believed in the name of the 

only begotten Son of God [those who reject God’s offer of salvation choose 

condemnation]. 19 “This is the judgment, that the Light has come into the world, 

and men loved [ἀγαπάω agapao – to have a warm regard or interest in another] 

the darkness rather than the Light [chose darkness], for their deeds were evil. 20 

“For everyone who does evil hates the Light, and does not come to the Light for 

fear that his deeds will be exposed [because he love and chooses sin]. 21 “But he 

who practices the truth comes to the Light, so that his deeds may be manifested as 

having been wrought in God.” 

 

Summary of John 3:1-21: 

 

1. The Central Idea of the Text is that a Jewish leader visits Jesus—believing 

He is from God—and Jesus educates him concerning his need to be born 

again in order to enter the kingdom of God.  
2. Nicodemus is a Pharisee, ruler (John 3:1), and teacher in Israel (John 3:10).  

He appears positive to Jesus, so he came to Him seeking discussion (John 

3:2; cf. John 7:50-51); however, he also appears fearful, and this is most 

likely why he visited Him at night (John 3:2; cf. John 9:22; 12:42-43).  By 

the end of Jesus’ ministry, Nicodemus publicly aligned himself with Jesus 

(John 19:38-39).  Jesus explained to Nicodemus the necessity of being born 

again, which means that a person must be given spiritual life from heaven 

(John 3:3-11; cf. 1 Pet. 1:3, 23).  Jesus then explained to Nicodemus how to 

be born again (John 3:12-21).  For John, eternal life was conditioned solely 

on a person’s personal faith in Jesus as the Christ (John 3:16-18; 20:31; cf. 

Acts 4:12; 16:30-31; Eph. 2:8-9; Tit. 3:5).  We learn later that only those 

who are drawn by the Father will believe (John 6:40, 44, 65; cf. Matt. 16:15-

17; Acts 13:48; Eph. 1:4; 2 Thess. 2:13).  
3. The kingdom of God is the prophesied earthly kingdom in which Jesus will 

reign for a thousand years (2 Sam. 7:12-16; Ps. 89:34-36; Luke 1:31-35; cf. 

Matt. 6:9-10; 19:28; 20:21; 25:31; Acts 1:6; Rev. 20:1-6).  Christ’s earthly 

kingdom will become the eternal kingdom (1 Cor. 15:24-25).  Both 

believing Jews and Gentiles will share in that kingdom.  There is a sense in 

which Christ is already ruling now from heaven, and His kingdom includes 

all humanity, both saved and unsaved (Matt. 13:36-43; Acts 26:18; Col. 

1:13-14), and after His physical return to earth in the future (Rev. 19:11-21), 

He will remove all unbelievers and rule on the throne of David in Israel (2 

Sam. 7:12-16; Ps. 89:34-36; Luke 1:31-35; Rev. 20:1-6).  
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John 3:22-36 

 

After these things Jesus and His disciples came into the land of Judea, and there He 

was spending time with them and baptizing [βαπτίζω baptizo – to dip or immerse 

for ceremonial purposes; cf. John 4:2]. 23 John also was baptizing in Aenon near 

Salim, because there was much water there; and people were coming and were 

being baptized-- 24 for John had not yet been thrown into prison [see Matt. 4:12]. 25 

Therefore there arose a discussion on the part of John’s disciples with a Jew about 

purification [the nature of the disagreement is not specified; cf. Lev. 14:8-9]. 26 

And they came to John and said to him, “Rabbi, He who was with you beyond the 

Jordan, to whom you have testified, behold, He is baptizing and all are coming to 

Him [John’s disciples feel threatened by Jesus’ advancing ministry].” 27 John 

answered and said, “A man can receive nothing [i.e. ministry, authority, blessing, 

etc.] unless it has been given him from heaven [cf. John 6:65; 19:11; 1 Cor. 4:7]. 28 

“You yourselves are my witnesses that I said, ‘I am not the Christ,’ but, ‘I have 

been sent ahead of Him [i.e. the Christ].’ 29 “He who has the bride [i.e. Israel; cf. 

Isa. 54:5; 62:4-5; Jer. 2:2; 3:20; Ezek. 16:8] is the bridegroom; but the friend of the 

bridegroom, who stands and hears him, rejoices greatly because of the 

bridegroom’s voice [the friend participates, but all attention belongs to the 

bridegroom]. So this joy of mine has been made full [to see Jesus and to participate 

in His ministry]. 30 “He must increase [in His ministry], but I must decrease [John 

had fulfilled his ministry purpose of pointing others to Jesus; cf. John 1:6-9]. 31 

“He who comes from above [Jesus, in hypostatic union] is above all [i.e. 

authority], he who is of the earth is from the earth and speaks of the earth. He who 

comes from heaven is above all. 32 “What He has seen and heard [from above], of 

that He testifies; and no one receives His testimony [because of the corruption of 

men’s hearts; cf. John 3:19]. 33 “He who has received His testimony has set his seal 

to this, that God is true. 34 “For He whom God has sent speaks the words of God; 

for He gives the Spirit without measure [to Christ]. 35 “The Father loves the Son 

and has given all things into His hand. 36 “He who believes in the Son has eternal 

life; but he who does not obey [i.e. the command to believe] the Son will not see 

life, but the wrath of God abides on him [God’s wrath continues on the person who 

rejects Jesus as Savior].” 

 

Summary of John 3:22-36: 

 

1. The Central Idea of the Text is that the ministry of John the Baptist must 

decrease and the ministry of Christ must increase.  
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2. John the Baptist and the disciples of Jesus (John 4:3) were baptizing Jews at 

the same time with the message that the kingdom of God/heaven is near 

(John 3:22-24; cf. Matt. 3:2; 4:17).  After a discussion about purification 

with a Jew (John 3:25), the disciples of John the Baptist approach him with a 

concern that Jesus’ new ministry is gaining more attention than John’s 

ministry (John 3:26).  John the Baptist corrects their thinking by explaining 

true ministry and results are determined by heaven and not men (John 3:27).  

John the Baptist makes it clear that he is not the Christ (John 3:28), but 

likens himself as the friend of a bridegroom who is joyful about his friends 

future success (John 3:29).  Concerning his ministry, John the Baptist 

humbly states, “He must increase, but I must decrease” (John 3:30).  John 

the Baptist explains that Christ is superior because He comes from above 

and His message and ministry is greater (John 3:31-33).  John the Baptist 

also explains that Jesus—unlike others—has received the Holy Spirit 

without limitation (John 3:34), and that the Father has given all things into 

His hand (John 3:36).  Because of Jesus preeminent position, the Father will 

give eternal life to all who believe in Him as Savior, but His wrath continues 

to abide on those who fail to obey the command to believe (John 3:36). 

3. The biblical teaching of the wrath of God means that God hates sin (see Ex. 

32:9-10; Deut. 9:7-8; 2 Kings 22:13).  God judges and condemns that which 

He hates.  The Biblical teaching of the love of God reveals that God 

satisfied every demand of His righteousness by judging our sin in the 

substitute of His Son, Jesus, who bore the wrath that rightfully belongs to us 

(Isa. 53:6-12; Mark 10:45; Rom. 5:8-9; 1 Pet. 2:21-24; 3:18).  God is 

completely propitiated by the blood of Christ (Rom. 3:21-26; Heb. 2:17; 1 

John 2:2; 4:10).  Those who reject Christ as Savior continue under God’s 

wrath (John 3:36; Rom. 1:18-32; 1 Thess. 2:14-16; 5:9-10).  Those who trust 

Jesus as their Savior receive: 

a. Forgiveness of sins (Eph. 1:7; Col. 1:13-14). 

b. The imputation of God’s righteousness (Rom. 5:17-18; 2 Cor. 5:21; 

Phil. 3:9). 

c. No condemnation (Rom. 8:1, 31-39).  

d. Reconciliation with God (Rom. 5:10; 2 Cor. 5:18-19). 

e. Peace with God (Rom. 5:1; Col. 1:20). 

f. Immunity from the wrath to come (Rom. 5:8-9; Eph. 2:1-7; 5:1-10; 1 

Thess. 1:9-10; 5:9-10).   

g. A command not to retaliate when attacked, but to pray for others and 

leave them to God’s judgment (Rom. 12:17-21; 2 Thess. 1:5-7). 
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John 4:1-26 

 

Therefore when the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus was making 

and baptizing more disciples than John 2 (although Jesus Himself was not 

baptizing, but His disciples were), 3 He left Judea and went away again into 

Galilee. 4 And He had [δεῖ dei – it is necessary, must; used to express God’s will; 

see John 3:14; 3:30; 4:24; 12:34; 20:9] to pass through Samaria [about 40 miles 

north of Jerusalem]. 5 So He came to a city of Samaria called Sychar, near the 

parcel of ground that Jacob gave to his son Joseph; 6 and Jacob’s well was there. 

So Jesus, being wearied from His journey [emphasizing His humanity], was sitting 

thus by the well. It was about the sixth hour [i.e. noon]. 7 There came a woman of 

Samaria to draw water [providential encounter]. Jesus said to her [breaking Jewish 

social customs], “Give Me a drink.” [an unexpected request considering 

Jewish/Samaritan relations; see John 4:9, 27] 8 For His disciples had gone away 

into the city to buy food [breaking with Jewish social practices]. 9 Therefore the 

Samaritan woman said to Him, “How is it that You, being a Jew, ask me for a 

drink since I am a Samaritan woman?” [perhaps an implied insult – “I’m a dirty 

Samaritan, until you need something”] (For Jews have no dealings with 

Samaritans.) [typical Jews had no public dealings with Samaritans or women; see 

brief Samaritan history at end of notes] 10 Jesus answered and said to her, “If [if - 

2nd class condition] you knew the gift of God, and who it is who says to you, ‘Give 

Me a drink,’ you would have asked Him, and He would have given you living 

water [an allusion to eternal life and the indwelling Holy Spirit; see John 4:14; 

7:38-39].” 11 She said to Him, “Sir, You have nothing to draw with and the well is 

deep; where then do You get that living water? [thinking Jesus knows about 

another water source] 12 “You are not greater than our father Jacob, are You, who 

gave us the well, and drank of it himself and his sons and his cattle?” [perhaps 

another implied insult – “You…greater than Jacob…I think not”] 13 Jesus 

answered and said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this water will thirst again; 14 

but whoever drinks of the water that I will give him shall never thirst; but the water 

that I will give him will become in him a well of water springing up to eternal 

life.” [That which Jesus offered was no timid stream, but rather, a rushing/gushing 

river that provided eternal life] 15 The woman said to Him, “Sir, give me this water, 

so I will not be thirsty nor come all the way here to draw [hoping to avoid future 

trips to the well].” 16 He said to her, “Go, call your husband and come here.” 17 The 

woman answered and said, “I have no husband.” Jesus said to her, “You have 

correctly said, ‘I have no husband’; 18 for you have had five husbands, and the one 

whom you now have is not your husband; this you have said truly.” [Jesus reveals 

her past, but does not embarrass her] 19 The woman said to Him, “Sir, I perceive 
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that You are a prophet. [she then engages in theological redirection] 20 “Our fathers 

worshiped in this mountain [i.e. Mount Gerizim; see Deut. 11:29-30; 27:12], and 

you people say that in Jerusalem is the place where men ought to worship.” 21 Jesus 

said to her [addresses her comment], “Woman, believe Me, an hour is coming [in 

the future] when neither in this mountain nor in Jerusalem will you worship the 

Father [location will not matter]. 22 “You worship what you do not know; we 

worship what we know, for salvation is from the Jews. 23 “But an hour is coming, 

and now is [because of the presence of Messiah], when the true worshipers will 

worship the Father in spirit and truth [not in location or falsehood]; for such people 

the Father seeks to be His worshipers. 24 “God is spirit, and those who worship 

Him must worship in spirit and truth.” 25 The woman said to Him, “I know that 

Messiah is coming (He who is called Christ) [Samaritans believed the Prophet in 

Deut. 18:15-18 was Messiah]; when that One comes, He will declare all things to 

us.” 26 Jesus said to her, “I who speak to you am He.” [ἐγώ εἰμι ego eimi – lit. I 

Am] 

 

Summary of John 4:1-26: 

 

1. The Central Idea of the Text is that Jesus crosses the social and religious 

barriers of His day in order to reveal Himself as the Messiah to a Samaritan 

woman.  
 

The Samaritan woman contrasts sharply with Nicodemus. He was 

seeking; she was indifferent. He was a respected ruler; she was an 

outcast. He was serious; she was flippant. He was a Jew; she was a 

despised Samaritan. He was (presumably) moral; she was immoral. He 

was orthodox; she was heterodox. He was learned in religious matters; 

she was ignorant. Yet in spite of all the differences between this 

“churchman” and this woman of the world, they both needed to be born 

again. Both had needs only Christ could meet.6 

 

2. While traveling through Samaria to Galilee, Jesus came to the city of Sychar 

and stopped at Jacob’s well about noontime (John 4:3-6).  While Jesus’ 

disciples were in the city buying food, He met a Samaritan woman and 

asked her for a drink (John 4:7-8).  The meeting is providential.  Typical 

Jews despised Samaritans and had no dealings with them.  Rabbinic teaching 

stated that Samaritan women were perpetually menstruating and were 

 
6 Edwin A. Blum, “John,” in The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures, ed. J. F. 

Walvoord and R. B. Zuck, vol. 2 (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1985), 284. 
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therefore ceremonially unclean at all times.  The Samaritan woman was 

surprised that Jesus spoke with her and Jesus used the opportunity to reveal 

Himself as the Messiah and to offer her the gift of eternal life—presented as 

“living water” (John 4:9-14).  The Samaritan woman misunderstood Jesus’ 

offer as referring to literal water (John 4:15).  Jesus then revealed her past—

but not in a condemning way—and the woman perceived Jesus as a prophet 

(John 4:16-19).  Perhaps feeling uncomfortable discussing her past 

relationships, the Samaritan woman changed the subject by comparing 

Jewish and Samaritan worship (John 4:20).  Jesus explained that salvation is 

from the Jews (John 4:21-22) and that an hour is coming—and had come—

in which people will worship God in spirit and truth, not in a physical 

location or falsehood (John 4:23-24).  The Samaritan woman comments that 

Messiah is coming (John 4:25), and Jesus plainly reveals that He is Messiah 

(John 4:26). 

 

Brief Samaritan History 

 

Around 930 B.C. Israel was divided into two parts as an act of divine 

discipline because of the idolatry of Solomon (see 1 Kings 11:1-13; cf. 

12:17-20).  Rehoboam—Solomon’s son—ruled in the south (Judah) and 

Jeroboam in the north (Israel).  Jeroboam instituted calf worship in the cities 

of Dan and Bethel in order to keep Israelites from worshipping in Jerusalem 

(1 Kings 12:25-33).  About 880 B.C., Omri, king of Israel, purchased the hill 

of Samaria and built a city on it (1 Kings 16:24), which became the capital 

of Israel from that time onward.  King Ahab later built an altar to Baal in the 

city of Samaria (1 Kings 16:32-33).  The idolatry begun by Jeroboam and 

perpetuated by subsequent kings brought divine discipline and eventual 

destruction by the Assyrians in 722 B.C. (2 Kings 18:9-10).  After its 

destruction, Samaria was repopulated with people from other nations who 

intermarried with the Israelites and continued religious syncretism (2 Kings 

17:1-24).  Political and theological tensions between the Jews and 

Samaritans developed over the centuries: 

 

1. Jews returning from the Babylonian exile regarded the Samaritans as 

racial half breeds who practiced religious syncretism. 

2. Samaritans opposed Nehemiah’s rebuilding the wall of Jerusalem 

(Neh. 4:1-2). 

3. Samaritans trusted only in the Pentateuch which they considered 

canonical. 
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4. Samaritans refused to worship in Jerusalem and created their own 

worship site at Mount Gerizim about 400 B.C. 

5. Samaritans aided the Syrians against the Jews in the 2nd century B.C. 

war, and the Jews retaliated by destroying their worship temple on 

Mount Gerizim in 128 B.C.  

6. Religious Jews in the first century considered Samaritans perpetually 

unclean and had no dealings with them.  When traveling from north to 

south, most Jews would take a longer route around Samaria in order to 

avoid contact.  

7. Jesus was not bound by the historical or faulty religious ideas of His 

day and willingly associated with Samaritans in order to bring them 

salvation (John 4:3-43). 

8. The term “Samaritan” was used as a racial slur against Jesus (John 

8:48). 

9. Jesus told a parable of a Samaritan in order to reveal what it means to 

love your neighbor (Luke 10:30-37). 

10. Jesus commanded the apostles to preach the gospel in Samaria (Acts 

1:8). 

11. Philip preached Christ in Samaria and many came to salvation (Acts 

8:5-12). 

12. A church was later established in Samaria (Acts 9:31). 
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John 4:27-42 

 

At this point His disciples came, and they were amazed [θαυμάζω thaumazo – to 

be amazed, marvel, wonder] that He had been speaking with a woman [breaking a 

strong social custom], yet no one said, “What do You seek?” or, “Why do You 

speak with her?” 28 So the woman left her waterpot [abandoning her original 

mission to get water], and went into the city and said to the men [taking up a more 

important mission to share Christ], 29 “Come, see a man who told me all the things 

that I have done; this is not the Christ, is it?” [the question assumes a negative 

answer, perhaps to bait her hearers] 30 They went out of the city, and were coming 

to Him. 31 Meanwhile the disciples were urging Him, saying, “Rabbi, eat.” 

[concerned about Jesus’ nourishment] 32 But He said to them, “I have food to eat 

that you do not know about.” 33 So the disciples were saying to one another, “No 

one brought Him anything to eat, did he?” 34 Jesus said to them, “My food [i.e. that 

which nourishes and energizes] is to do the will of Him who sent Me and to 

accomplish His work [which He later completed; see John 17:4]. 35 “Do you not 

say, ‘There are yet four months, and then comes the harvest’? [an agricultural 

proverb] Behold, I say to you, lift up your eyes and look on the fields [of 

humanity], that they are white for harvest. [perhaps pointing to the Samaritans 

coming toward Him] 36 “Already he who reaps is receiving wages [i.e. eternal 

rewards] and is gathering fruit for life eternal; so that he who sows and he who 

reaps [as a team effort] may rejoice together. 37 “For in this case the saying is true, 

‘One sows and another reaps.’ 38 “I sent you to reap that for which you have not 

labored; others have labored and you have entered into their labor.” [see 1 Cor. 

3:6-9] 39 From that city many of the Samaritans believed in Him because of the 

word of the woman who testified, “He told me all the things that I have done.” 40 

So when the Samaritans came to Jesus, they were asking Him to stay with them; 

and He stayed there two days [a show of grace]. 41 Many more believed because of 

His word [i.e. they believed when they heard directly from Jesus]; 42 and they were 

saying to the woman, “It is no longer because of what you said that we believe, for 

we have heard for ourselves and know that this One is indeed the Savior [σωτήρ 

soter – savior, deliverer] of the world.”  
 

Summary of John 4:27-42: 

 

1. The Central Idea of the Text is that many Samaritans came to believe in 

Jesus as Savior because of the witness of the Samaritan woman.  

2. Jesus’ disciples returned from the Samaritan city and were astonished to find 

Him speaking with a Samaritan woman (John 4:27).  The Samaritan 
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woman—who now possessed living water, which was welling up within her; 

see John 4:13-14—left her waterpot and went into town to share with others 

her excitement about Jesus, and many came to see the Man for themselves 

(John 4:28-30).  Meanwhile, the disciples who had returned from the city, 

were concerned about Jesus and were trying to get Him to eat something.  

Jesus used their concern as a teaching opportunity to communicate what 

nourishes and energizes Him spiritually (John 4:31-33).  Jesus said, “My 

food is to do the will of Him who sent Me and to accomplish His work” 
(John 4:34).  The primary work of Jesus was to go to the cross and die for 

the sin of others, that they might have forgiveness of sins and the gifts of 

eternal life and righteousness (John 3:16; cf. 2 Cor. 5:21).  Then, using an 

agricultural analogy of sowing and reaping, Jesus explained to His disciples 

that they were co-laborers with other believers—OT prophets including John 

the Baptist—in the ministry of leading others to salvation (John 4:35-38).  

Many Samaritans came to believe in Jesus as their Savior because of the 

witness of the woman who had spoken to Him at the well; however, others 

came to believe after they spoke with Jesus personally (John 4:39-42). 

3. Just as physical food nourishes and energizes the body, so doing God’s will 

nourishes and energizes the soul (cf. Deut. 8:2-3; Ps. 40:8).  Evangelism—

sharing Christ with others—does not require eloquent theology, but a simple 

message that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, the Savior of the world.  

The Samaritan woman could invite people to meet the Lord Jesus 

personally, but we invite them to read the Bible to know about Jesus and we 

trust the Holy Spirit to convict their hearts to salvation (see John 16:7-14).  

Jesus is the Savior of the world (John 4:42).   

4. Because of sin, humanity is in a state of separation from God (Rom. 5:6-10; 

Eph. 2:1-3), currently under His wrath (John 3:36), and headed for the Lake 

of Fire (Rev. 20:11-15).  However, Jesus lived a life free from sin (Heb. 

4:15), went to the cross as an innocent Man (2 Cor. 5:21; 1 Pet. 3:18), and 

bore the punishment that belonged to us (Isa. 53:6, 10-11; 1 Pet. 2:24; 3:18).  

Jesus’ death satisfied the Father’s righteous demands for all sin, which 

makes everyone savable (John 1:29; Heb. 2:9; 1 John 2:2; 4:9-10).  Though 

Jesus’ death is sufficient for all, it is beneficial only for those who believe in 

Him (John 3:16-18; 36; 20:36; Col. 1:13-14; Tit. 3:5).  Salvation is never 

what we do for God, but what God has done for us through the 

substitutionary atoning work of His Son who bore the penalty of our sin on 

the cross and freely gives eternal life and imputes His righteousness to us 

who believe in Christ as our Savior.  All of us are “justified as a gift by His 

grace through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus” (Rom. 3:24). 



 

22 

 

John 4:43-54 

 

After the two days He went forth from there into Galilee. 44 For Jesus Himself 

testified that a prophet has no honor [τιμή time – value, worth] in his own country 

[i.e. Jesus was welcomed for His miracles rather than as Messiah]. 45 So when He 

came to Galilee, the Galileans received Him, having seen all the things that He did 

in Jerusalem at the feast [i.e. His miracles; see John 2:23]; for they themselves also 

went to the feast [in Jerusalem]. 46 Therefore He came again to Cana of Galilee 

where He had made the water wine [see John 2:1-11]. And there was a royal 

official [βασιλικός basilikos – one connected to a king, most likely Herod] whose 

son was sick at Capernaum. 47 When he heard that Jesus had come out of Judea 

into Galilee [most likely because he’d heard about the miracles of Jesus], he went 

to Him and was imploring Him [ἐρωτάω erotao – imper/act/ind continually asking, 

imploring, begging] to come down and heal his son; for he was at the point of 

death [similar to Jesus healing of Centurion’s servant; see Matt. 8:5-13]. 48 So 

Jesus said to him, “Unless you people see signs [σημεῖον semeion – a 

distinguishing mark] and wonders [τέρας teras – a wonder or marvel], you simply 

will not believe.” 49 The royal official said to Him, “Sir, come down [i.e. to 

Capernaum] before my child dies.” 50 Jesus said to him [denying his request to 

“come down”, but answering his concern to heal his son], “Go; your son lives.” 

The man believed the word that Jesus spoke to him and started off. 51 As he was 

now going down [a 13 mile trek], his slaves met him, saying that his son was 

living. 52 So he inquired of them the hour when he began to get better [to 

objectively confirm]. Then they said to him, “Yesterday at the seventh hour the 

fever left him.” 53 So the father knew that it was at that hour in which Jesus said to 

him, “Your son lives”; and he himself believed [in Jesus as Messiah] and his whole 

household. 54 This is again a second sign [δεύτερον σημεῖον deuteron semeion – 

the second of seven signs that reveal Jesus is the Messiah; see John 20:30-32] that 

Jesus performed when He had come out of Judea into Galilee. 

 

Summary of John 4:43-54: 

 

1. The Central Idea of the Text is that John selected Jesus’ healing the sick son 

of a royal official as the second sign to validate Him as Messiah.  
2. After spending two days with the Samaritans, Jesus then journeyed on to 

Galilee (John 4:43).  The Samaritans had honored Jesus by welcoming Him 

for who He is, the Messiah (John 4:25-26, 40-42), whereas the Jews in 

Galilee had dishonored Jesus because they received Him only for the 

miracles He performed (John 4:44-45).  When Jesus arrived at Cana, a royal 
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official implored Him to cure his sick son who was in Capernaum (John 

4:46-47).  Jesus rebukes the royal official, as well as those standing nearby, 

for seeing Jesus as a healer but not as the Messiah (John 4:48).  The royal 

official ignores Jesus’ rebuke and pleads for his son to be healed (John 

4:49).  Jesus refuses his request to “come down” but answers his greater 

concern to heal his son, and the royal official believed the word of Jesus 

(John 4:50).  As he was traveling home, the royal official was met by some 

of his servants who informed him his son was healed (John 4:51).  When he 

asked about the time of healing, his servants revealed it was at the same hour 

Jesus spoke (John 4:52).  As a result, the royal official—as well as his whole 

household—believed in Jesus Messiah (John 4:53).  Though Jesus had 

performed other miraculous signs (John 2:23; 3:2), this is the second sign 

John handpicked to prove Jesus is the Messiah (John 4:54; cf. John 20:30-

31). 
3. A sign (Heb.  אֹות oth, Grk σημεῖον semeion) is a unique mark or act whereby 

something is specifically known.  A wonder (Heb. מֹוֵפת mopheth, Grk. τέρας 

teras) is something miraculous that amazes. A miracle (Grk. δύναμις 

dunamis) refers to power, strength, or the ability to work wonders.  Signs, 

wonders, and miracles are seen throughout Scripture:  

a. Old Testament prophets performed signs and wonders to validate their 

message as being from God (Ex. 4:1-9; 1 Kings 18:36-39). 

b. God used distressing signs and wonders against Pharaoh in order to 

deliver Israel from captivity (Deut. 6:20-23; 26:1-9). 

c. Jesus performed signs, wonders, and miracles for the purpose of 

proving Himself as the Messiah (John 3:2; 9:32-33). 

d. Herod sought to be entertained by seeing a miracle (see Luke 23:7-9).   
e. The majority rejected Jesus, though He’d performed many signs (John 

12:37).   
f. The Pharisees attributed Jesus’ miracles to Satan (Matt. 12:22-24).   
g. Some Samaritans believed in Jesus “because of His word” (John 4:41).   
h. Some Jews believed after seeing “signs and wonders” (John 4:48, 53).   
i. Some of Jesus’ disciples saw His miracles and believed in Him (John 

2:11), or had their faith strengthened (John 20:29). 
j. Jesus’ apostles performed signs and wonders to validate their message, 

both before the cross (Matt. 10:1-8; Mark 16:20), and after the cross 

(Acts 14:1-4; 2 Cor. 12:12; Heb. 2:1-4).  The apostolic miracles 

diminished with time as the gospel advanced and the New Testament 

was written. Paul, who once was able to perform miracles (2 Cor. 

12:12), eventually became powerless.  Paul left Trophimus sick in 
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Miletus (2 Tim. 4:20), and only had practical advice for the physical 

ailments of his friend Timothy (1 Tim. 5:23).  Also, Paul could not 

remove his thorn in the flesh (2 Cor. 12:7-10). 
k. Satan enables some to perform signs and wonders such as the Egyptian 

magicians (Ex. 7:20-22), false prophets (Deut. 13:1-5; Matt. 7:15-23; 

24:24), and the coming Antichrist (2 Thess. 2:8-12; Rev. 13:13-14).   
l. God sovereignly heals and performs miracles today, but these often 

come in response to prayer, not as a special gift that enables one to 

perform signs and wonders.  For the believer, faith should rest upon 

God’s word (John 20:30-31; 1 Thess. 2:13; Rom. 10:17), not upon 

miracles, signs, or wonders. 
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John 5:1-18 

 

After these things there was a feast of the Jews [if Passover, it would mark one 

year since Jesus started into ministry; see John 2:23], and Jesus went up to 

Jerusalem. 2 Now there is in Jerusalem by the sheep gate a pool, which is called in 

Hebrew Bethesda [Heb. house of mercy], having five porticoes. 3 In these lay a 

multitude of those who were sick, blind, lame, and withered [helpless persons], 

waiting for the moving of the waters [these words, and verse 4, not found in the 

oldest manuscripts]; 4 for an angel of the Lord went down at certain seasons into 

the pool and stirred up the water; whoever then first, after the stirring up of the 

water, stepped in was made well from whatever disease with which he was 

afflicted. 5 A man was there who had been ill for thirty-eight years [long term 

disability]. 6 When Jesus saw him lying there, and knew that he had already been a 

long time in that condition, He said to him, “Do you wish to get well?” 7 The sick 

man answered Him, “Sir, I have no man to put me into the pool when the water is 

stirred up, but while I am coming, another steps down before me.” 8 Jesus said to 

him, “Get up, pick up your pallet and walk.” 9 Immediately [εὐθέως eutheos – at 

once] the man became well, and picked up his pallet and began to walk [a work of 

Messiah; see Isa. 35:5-6]. Now it was the Sabbath on that day [see Ex. 20:8-11]. 10 

So the Jews were saying to the man who was cured, “It is the Sabbath, and it is not 

permissible for you to carry your pallet.” [The Jewish leadership is concerned more 

with the violation of their tradition than the miracle of his healing] 11 But he 

answered them [perhaps in fear of punishment; see Ex. 31:15], “He who made me 

well was the one who said to me, ‘Pick up your pallet and walk.’” 12 They asked 

him, “Who is the man who said to you, ‘Pick up your pallet and walk’?” 13 But the 

man who was healed did not know who it was, for Jesus had slipped away while 

there was a crowd in that place. 14 Afterward Jesus found him in the temple and 

said to him, “Behold, you have become well; do not sin anymore [implying the 

disabled man had been living in sin], so that nothing worse happens to you.” 15 The 

man went away, and told the Jews that it was Jesus who had made him well 

[perhaps to avoid punishment]. 16 For this reason the Jews were persecuting Jesus, 

because He was doing these [miraculous] things on the Sabbath. 17 But He 

answered them [about their concern], “My Father is working until now [continues 

to work, even on the Sabbath], and I Myself am working [in equal authority with 

His Father].” 18 For this reason therefore the Jews were seeking all the more to kill 

Him, because He not only was breaking the Sabbath [i.e. their perversion of it], but 

also was calling God His own Father, making Himself equal with God [i.e. divine]. 
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Summary of John 5:1-18: 

 

1. The Central Idea of the Text is that Jesus performs His third sign by healing 

an invalid at the pool of Bethesda, which sparks a Sabbath controversy.  

2. Jesus came to Jerusalem for a feast and came to a pool called Bethesda 

where there were many disabled persons (John 5:1-4).  Jesus encountered a 

man who had been disabled for thirty eight years and asked him if he wished 

to get well (John 5:5-6).  The disabled man wanted to be made well, but he 

was helpless to change his condition and was not able to enter the pool he 

thought would heal him (John 5:7).  Jesus commanded the man to get up, 

take up his bed and walk, and the man was immediately healed (John 5:8-

9a).  The healing took place on the Sabbath (John 5:9b), and the Jewish 

leadership was greatly troubled when they saw the man carrying his pallet 

and told him he was in violation of the Sabbath (John 5:10).  The man 

shifted blame to Jesus, saying, “He who made me well was the one who said 

to me, ‘Pick up your pallet and walk’” (John 5:11).  When the Jewish 

leadership asked who told him to do this thing (John 5:12), the man did not 

know, for Jesus had slipped away through the crowd (John 5:13).  

Afterward, Jesus found the man in the temple and told him, “do not sin 

anymore, so that nothing worse happens to you” (John 5:14).  And rather 

than thank Jesus, or follow His command to obey, the man runs away and 

tells the Jewish leadership (John 5:15).  The Jewish leadership began to 

persecute Jesus because He healed a man on the Sabbath (John 5:16).  Jesus 

defends Himself against their false charge of breaking the Sabbath by 

pointing out that His Father—God—works on the Sabbath, and being equal 

to His Father, He is working too (John 5:17-18).   

3. The Sabbath was a holy day in which God commanded Israel to cease from 

all labor (Ex. 20:8-11).  The Sabbath was between God and Israel as a 

perpetual sign of the Mosaic Covenant (Ex. 31:12-17), it was to give them 

rest from labor that brought profit (Ex. 20:8-11; Deut. 5:12-14).  God 

pronounced the death penalty upon all who profaned the Sabbath (Ex. 31:14-

15; Num. 15:32-36).  Biblical violations of the Sabbath included gathering 

manna (Ex. 16:23-30), kindling a fire in one’s home (Ex. 35:1-3), gathering 

wood (Num. 15:32-35), carrying a load (Jer. 17:21-22), or engaging in 

business (Amos 8:4-6; cf. Neh. 13:15-21).  The Sabbath was to be a day of 

rest from all one’s labors.  Jesus declared “the Sabbath was made for man, 

and not man for the Sabbath” (Mark 2:27).  However, Rabbis had invented 

additional commands for the Sabbath, and it was these additions that made 

the Sabbath a burden rather than a blessing.  As Lord of the Sabbath Jesus 
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declared that acts of necessity and compassion were permitted on the 

Sabbath (see Matt. 12:10-14; Luke 13:10-17; 14:1-6; John 7:19-24).  Jesus 

kept the Sabbath as Scripture prescribed, but not according to rabbinic 

tradition, for which He and His disciples were wrongly attacked (Matt. 12:1-

2).  Jesus’ healing the disabled man at the pool of Bethesda did not violate 

the Sabbath (John 5:1-9); nor a blind man (John 9:14-16), nor a man’s 

shriveled hand (Mark 3:1-5), nor a crippled woman (Luke 13:10-17), nor a 

man who suffered from dropsy (Luke 14:1-6).  The Sabbath was obligatory 

only upon Israel, and only for the duration of the Mosaic Covenant, which 

has been replaced with the New Covenant (Heb. 8:6-7, 13).   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

28 

 

John 5:19-47 

 

Therefore Jesus answered and was saying to them [i.e. the hostile Jewish 

leadership], “Truly, truly, I say to you, the Son can do nothing of Himself [i.e. does 

not operate independently of the Father], unless it is something He sees the Father 

doing [such as working on the Sabbath]; for whatever the Father does, these things 

the Son also does in like manner [harmony in the relationship]. 20 “For the Father 

loves the Son, and shows Him all things that He Himself is doing; and the Father 

will show Him greater works than these [i.e. the healing of the lame man], so that 

you will marvel. 21 “For just as the Father raises the dead and gives them life, even 

so the Son also gives life to whom He wishes [a greater work; see John 11:24-25]. 
22 “For not even the Father judges anyone, but He has given all judgment to the 

Son [the Son raises the dead in order to judge them; see Acts 17:31; 1 Cor. 3:11-

15; Rev. 20:11-15], 23 so that all will honor the Son even as they honor the Father. 

He who does not honor the Son does not honor the Father who sent Him [those 

who reject Jesus also reject God the Father]. 24 “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who 

hears My word, and believes Him who sent Me, has eternal life, and does not come 

into judgment [cf. John 3:36; Rom. 8:1], but has passed out of death into life [see 1 

John 3:14]. 25 “Truly, truly, I say to you, an hour is coming and now is, when the 

dead will hear the voice of the Son of God, and those who hear will live. 26 “For 

just as the Father has life in Himself, even so He gave to the Son also to have life 

in Himself; 27 and He gave Him authority to execute judgment, because He is the 

Son of Man [cf. Dan. 7:13-14]. 28 “Do not marvel at this; for an hour is coming, in 

which all who are in the tombs will hear His voice, 29 and will come forth; those 

who did the good deeds to a resurrection of life [see Job 19:25-26; Dan. 12:1-3], 

those who committed the evil deeds to a resurrection of judgment [see Rev. 20:11-

15]. 30 “I can do nothing on My own initiative. As I hear, I judge; and My 

judgment is just, because I do not seek My own will, but the will of Him who sent 

Me. 31 “If I alone testify [μαρτυρέω martureo – bear witness, testify] about Myself, 

My testimony is not true [the Law required multiple witnesses; see Deut. 17:6; 

19:15]. 32 “There is another who testifies of Me [i.e. God the Father; see Matt. 

3:16-17], and I know that the testimony which He gives about Me is true. 33 “You 

have sent to John, and he has testified to the truth [see John 1:29-36]. 34 “But the 

testimony which I receive is not from man, but I say these things so that you may 

be saved [John’s testimony was for their benefit]. 35 “He was the lamp that was 

burning and was shining and you were willing to rejoice for a while in his light 

[i.e. were excited at the prospect of the Messianic kingdom]. 36 “But the testimony 

which I have is greater than the testimony of John; for the works which the Father 

has given Me to accomplish-- the very works that I do-- testify about Me [see Isa. 
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35:5-6], that the Father has sent Me. 37 “And the Father who sent Me, He has 

testified of Me. You have neither heard His voice at any time nor seen His form. 38 

“You do not have His word abiding in you, for you do not believe Him whom He 

sent. 39 “You search the Scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal 

life; it is these that testify about Me [see Deut. 18:15, 18; Isa. 9:6; 53:1-12]; 40 and 

you are unwilling to come to Me so that you may have life. 41 “I do not receive 

glory from men; 42 but I know you, that you do not have the love of God in 

yourselves. 43 “I have come in My Father’s name, and you do not receive Me; if 

another comes in his own name [like false prophets; see Jer. 14:14], you will 

receive him [because he promotes himself, like the Jewish leadership]. 44 “How can 

you believe, when you receive glory from one another [see John 12:42-43] and you 

do not seek the glory that is from the one and only God? [see Rom. 2:29] 45 “Do 

not think that I will accuse you before the Father; the one who accuses you is 

Moses, in whom you have set your hope. 46 “For if you believed Moses, you would 

believe Me, for he wrote about Me [see Deut. 18:15, 18]. 47 “But if you do not 

believe his writings, how will you believe My words?” 
 

Summary of John 5:19-47: 

 

1. The Central Idea of the Text is that Jesus operates in harmony with the Father 

and has authority to give life and to judge.  He also reveals four witnesses to 

His divine nature and work: God the Father, John the Baptist, Jesus’ signs, 

and Scripture. 

2. Jesus operates in harmony with His Father; who has given Him authority to 

act (John 5:19-21).  The Father has given the right to judge to the Son (Acts 

17:31), and to reject the Son is to reject the Father (John 5:22-24).  Anyone 

who claims to know God, but rejects Jesus as the Christ, knows neither the 

Father nor the Son.  Jesus will judge all those He raises from the dead (John 

5:25-30), and the good works of believers will testify to their new life (see 

John 3:16-21; 6:28-29; Eph. 2:8-9).  Jesus’ claims to heal, give life, and judge 

have the witness of others (John 5:31-32).  Biblically, two or more witnesses 

were necessary to validate a legal claim (Deut. 17:6; 19:15).  Jesus had four 

who testify that He is Messiah and has authority: God the Father (John 5:31-

32; 37-38), John the Baptist (John 5:33-35; cf. John 1:7; 29-36), Jesus’ signs 

(John 5:36), and the Scripture (John 5:39-40).  The Jewish leadership 

rejected Jesus and, therefore, rejected life (John 5:40).  Jesus did not seek 

glory from men (John 5:41).  The Jewish leadership did not have the love of 

God within them (John 5:42), and like many of their forefathers, they would 

accept a false prophet (John 5:43).  They preferred the glory of men to the 
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glory of God (John 5:44).  The Jewish leadership claimed to follow Moses, 

but their claim was false, for Moses pointed to Jesus, whom they rejected 

(John 5:45-47). 

3. Jesus’ future judgments include: 1) rewards for believers at the Bema seat (1 

Cor. 3:10-15; 2 Cor. 5:10), 2) the judgment of the Antichrist, false prophet, 

and hostile nations at Jesus’ Second Coming (Rev. 19:11-21), 3) judgment of 

Gentile believers and unbelievers at the end of the Tribulation (Matt. 25:31-

46), 4) the temporary judgment of Satan who is cast in the abyss (Rev. 20:1-

3), 5) rewards for believers who were martyred during the Tribulation (Rev. 

20:4), 6) the eternal judgment of Satan and demons who are cast into the Lake 

of Fire (Matt. 25:41; Rev. 20:10), 7) the judgment and punishment of all 

unbelievers at the Great White Throne judgment (Rev. 20:11-15). 
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John 6:1-21 

 

After these things [i.e. after Jesus’ conflict with the Jewish leadership for healing 

on the Sabbath] Jesus went away to the other side of the Sea of Galilee (or 

Tiberias) [about 13x8 miles in length and width]. 2 A large crowd followed Him, 

because they saw the signs which He was performing on those who were sick. 3 

Then Jesus went up on the mountain, and there He sat down with His disciples. 4 

Now the Passover, the feast of the Jews, was near [cf. John 2:13; 11:55; this would 

be about one year before Jesus’ crucifixion; see John 12:1]. 5 Therefore Jesus, 

lifting up His eyes and seeing that a large crowd was coming to Him, said to 

Philip, “Where are we to buy bread, so that these may eat?” 6 This He was saying 

to test [πειράζω peirazo – to test, try, prove] him, for He Himself knew what He 

was intending to do [Jesus’ question was for didactic purposes]. 7 Philip answered 

Him, “Two hundred denarii [about eight month’s wages] worth of bread is not 

sufficient for them, for everyone to receive a little.” 8 One of His disciples, 

Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, said to Him, 9 “There is a lad here who has five 

barley loaves and two fish, but what are these for so many people?” [an inadequate 

amount for so many] 10 Jesus said, “Have the people sit down.” [a picture of rest] 

Now there was much grass in the place. So the men sat down, in number about five 

thousand [not including women and children; cf. Matt. 14:21]. 11 Jesus then took 

the loaves, and having given thanks [εὐχαριστέω eucharisteo – to be thankful], He 

distributed to those who were seated; likewise also of the fish as much as they 

wanted [Jesus provided what others could not]. 12 When they were filled, He said 

to His disciples, “Gather up the leftover fragments so that nothing will be lost.” 

[not wasting food] 13 So they gathered them up, and filled twelve baskets with 

fragments from the five barley loaves which were left over by those who had eaten. 
14 Therefore when the people saw the sign [σημεῖον semeion – sign, attesting 

miracle] which He had performed, they said, “This is truly the Prophet who is to 

come into the world.” [see Deut. 18:15] 15 So Jesus, perceiving that they were 

intending to come and take Him by force to make Him king [only because they 

saw Him as a social welfare provider], withdrew again to the mountain by Himself 

alone [rejected their political plans]. 16 Now when evening came, His disciples 

went down to the sea, 17 and after getting into a boat, they started to cross the sea 

to Capernaum. It had already become dark, and Jesus had not yet come to them. 18 

The sea began to be stirred up because a strong wind was blowing. 19 Then, when 

they had rowed about three or four miles [i.e. about half way across], they saw 

Jesus walking on the sea and drawing near to the boat; and they were frightened 

[φοβέω phobeo – to frighten, terrify]. 20 But He said to them, “It is I [ἐγώ εἰμι ego 

eimi – lit. I Am]; do not be afraid.” 21 So they were willing to receive Him into the 
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boat, and immediately [and miraculously] the boat was at the land to which they 

were going. 

 

Summary of John 6:1-21: 

 

1. The Central Idea of the Text is that Jesus miraculously feeds more than five 

thousand as the fourth sign-miracle, and then walks on water as the fifth 

sign-miracle of His Messiahship.  
2. The feeding of the five thousand is the only miracle mentioned in all four 

Gospels (Matt. 14:13-21; Mark 6:32-44; Luke 9:10-17).  Jesus was followed 

by a large crowd as He travelled to the east side of the Sea of Galilee (John 

6:1-2).  While seated on a mountain, Jesus saw the masses and tested Philip 

with a question concerning where they might get something for them to eat 

(John 6:3-6).  Philip replied that 200 hundred Denarii would not be enough 

to purchase food for everyone (John 6:6), and Andrew mentioned the 

meager meal of a nearby child (John 6:8-9).  Jesus then took the five loaves 

and two fishes, gave thanks, and miraculously multiplied the food to feed 

everyone present, collecting twelve baskets of leftovers (John 6:10-13).  

Jesus rejected the people’s push to make Him king because their motive was 

sinful (John 6:14-15).  The disciples left Jesus and went out on the Sea of 

Galilee at night, alone, in windy conditions (John 6:16-19).  Jesus came to 

them, walking on the water, spoke and calmed their fears.  The disciples 

received Jesus into the boat and were immediately on the western side of the 

Sea of Galilee (John 6:20-21).   

3. It is God’s will to test (Heb. ָנָסה nasah & ָבַחן bachan, Grk. πειράζω peirazo 

& δοκιμάζω dokimazo) us with various trials—blessings or adversity—in 

order to advance us spiritually.  Tests by themselves do not automatically 

produce growth; rather, it’s our faith response to them that brings spiritual 

advancement.  Biblical reasons for testing: 

a. To see whether we will follow God’s commands (Gen. 22:1-12; cf. Ex. 

16:1-5, 16-20, 26-28; Deut. 8:2; Judg. 2:18-22; 3:4; 2 Cor. 2:9). 

b. To reveal what’s in our hearts and whether we love God or not (Deut. 

13:1-4; cf. 2 Chron. 32:30-31; Rev. 3:10).   

c. To produce a healthy fear of God (Ex. 20:18-20). 

d. To produce humility for our good (Deut. 8:16-18). 

e. To prove Jesus’ divinity (Matt. 4:1-11).   

f. To educate the believer concerning God’s ability to provide (John 6:5-

13). 

g. To produce godly character (Jam. 1:2-4). 
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h. To prove the quality of our faith (1 Pet. 1:6-7). 

i. That we may share in the sufferings of Christ (1 Pet. 4:12-13). 

j. The humble believer welcomes God’s tests (Ps. 26:1-3; 139:23-24).   
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John 6:22-51 

 

The next day the crowd [that saw the miracle of multiplying food] that stood on the 

other side of the sea saw that there was no other small boat there, except one, and 

that Jesus had not entered with His disciples into the boat, but that His disciples 

had gone away alone. 23 There came other small boats from Tiberias [i.e. people 

who had not witnessed the miracle of multiplying food] near to the place where 

they ate the bread after the Lord had given thanks. 24 So when the crowd saw that 

Jesus was not there, nor His disciples, they themselves got into the small boats, and 

came to Capernaum seeking Jesus. 25 When they found Him on the other side of 

the sea, they said to Him, “Rabbi, when did You get here?” 26 Jesus answered them 

and said, “Truly, truly, I say to you, you seek Me, not because you saw signs, but 

because you ate of the loaves and were filled. 27 “Do not work [i.e. expend effort] 

for the food which perishes [physical food], but for the food which endures to 

eternal life [spiritual food], which the Son of Man will give to you [as a gift], for 

on Him the Father, God, has set His seal [i.e. of authority].” 28 Therefore they said 

to Him, “What shall we do [assuming physical effort], so that we may work the 

works of God?” 29 Jesus answered and said to them, “This is the work of God [i.e. 

that God expects], that you believe in Him whom He has sent [i.e. exercise faith in 

Jesus as the Christ].” 30 So they said to Him, “What then do You do for a sign, so 

that we may see, and believe You? What work do You perform? [miracles do not 

guarantee faith; see Luke 16:31; John 12:37] 31 “Our fathers ate the manna in the 

wilderness; as it is written, ‘HE GAVE THEM BREAD OUT OF HEAVEN TO 

EAT.’” 32 Jesus then said to them [redirecting the conversation back to spiritual 

matters], “Truly, truly, I say to you, it is not Moses who has given you the bread 

out of heaven, but it is My Father who gives you the true bread out of heaven. 33 

“For the bread of God is that which comes down out of heaven [out of heaven, 

mentioned eight times in this discourse; John 6:32-33, 38, 41-42, 50-51, 58], and 

gives life to the world [i.e. spiritual life].” 34 Then they said to Him, “Lord, always 

give us this bread.” [still thinking about physical bread; cf. John 4:13-15] 35 Jesus 

said to them, “I am the bread of life [i.e. the bread that gives life]; he who comes to 

Me will not hunger, and he who believes in Me will never thirst [Jesus satisfies 

spiritual desires]. 36 “But I said to you that you have seen Me, and yet do not 

believe [displaying spiritual blindness; cf. 2 Cor. 4:3-4]. 37 “All that the Father 

gives Me will come to Me [divine election], and the one who comes to Me [by 

choice] I will certainly not [οὐ μὴ ou me – emphatic negative] cast out. 38 “For I 

have come down from heaven, not to do My own will, but the will of Him who 

sent Me. 39 “This is the will of Him who sent Me, that of all that He has given Me I 

lose nothing, but raise it up on the last day [a promise of resurrection]. 40 “For this 
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is the will of My Father, that everyone who beholds the Son and believes in Him 

will have eternal life, and I Myself will raise him up on the last day.” 41 Therefore 

the Jews were grumbling about Him, because He said, “I am the bread that came 

down out of heaven.” 42 They were saying, “Is not this Jesus, the son of Joseph, 

whose father and mother we know? [did not know/accept the virgin conception; 

see Luke 1:26-35] How does He now say, ‘I have come down out of heaven’?” 

[failing to comprehend the hypostatic union] 43 Jesus answered and said to them, 

“Do not grumble among yourselves [grumbling solves nothing]. 44 “No one can 

come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws him [election is based on divine 

calling; not human ability]; and I will raise him up on the last day [at His second 

coming]. 45 “It is written in the prophets [pointing to Scripture], ‘AND THEY 

SHALL ALL BE TAUGHT OF GOD.’ Everyone who has heard and learned from 

the Father, comes to Me. 46 “Not that anyone has seen the Father, except the One 

who is from God; He has seen the Father. 47 “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who 

believes has eternal life [salvation by faith alone]. 48 “I am the bread of life. 49 

“Your fathers ate the manna in the wilderness, and they died. 50 “This is the bread 

which comes down out of heaven, so that one may eat of it and not die. 51 “I am the 

living bread that came down out of heaven [in hypostatic union]; if anyone eats of 

this bread [i.e. believes in Jesus], he will live forever; and the bread also which I 

will give for the life of the world is My flesh [i.e. His body offered on the cross; cf. 

1 Pet. 2:24].” 

 

Summary of John 6:22-51: 

 

1. The Central Idea of the Text is that Jesus reveals Himself as the heavenly 

provision that provides eternal life; of which the elect will receive.  
2. The crowds who saw Jesus multiply the food sought Him for another free 

meal (John 6:22-26), but Jesus directed them to work for spiritual food 

which He would offer (John 6:27).  The crowd asked what they could do to 

work the works of God (John 6:28), and Jesus explained the work of God is 

to believe in Jesus (John 6:29).  The unbelieving crowds asked Jesus for a 

sign to authenticate Himself and mentioned the manna Moses provided for 

Israel in the wilderness as a sign that validated his divine calling (John 6:30-

31).  Jesus corrected their faulty theology and revealed that God the Father 

provided the manna for the Israelites in the wilderness and then speaks of the 

true manna from heaven that gives life to the world (John 6:32-33).  When 

the crowds asked for this bread, Jesus pointed to Himself as “the bread of 

life” (John 6:34-35).  Eating the bread is a picture of faith in Christ, in that 

one receives and benefits that which is provided freely by another.  But the 
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crowds did not believe (John 6:36), and Jesus explains that only those whom 

the Father gives to Him will come to Him and receive eternal life and 

resurrection life (John 6:37-40).  The unbelieving Jews failed to understand 

Jesus’ divine origins, perceiving Him only as human (John 6:41-42).  Jesus 

rejects their grumblings and again reveals that no one can come to Him 

unless the Father draws him, and such a one will believe in Jesus and receive 

eternal life (John 6:43-51). 
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John 6:52-71 

 

Then the Jews [who were hostile to Jesus] began to argue with one another, saying, 

“How can this man give us His flesh to eat?” [failing to grasp His metaphorical 

language] 53 So Jesus said to them [knowing their response], “Truly, truly, I say to 

you, unless you eat [i.e. consume what He provides] the flesh of the Son of Man 

and drink His blood [i.e. benefit from His life and death], you have no [spiritual] 

life in yourselves. 54 “He who eats My flesh and drinks My blood has [ἔχω echo – 

to have, hold – pres/act/ind] eternal life, and I will raise him up [ἀνίστημι anistemi 

– to raise up, resurrect – fut/act/ind] on the last day [see John 6:40]. 55 “For My 

flesh is true food, and My blood is true drink. 56 “He who eats My flesh and drinks 

My blood abides in Me, and I in him. 57 “As the living Father sent Me [from 

heaven], and I live because of the Father, so he who eats Me, he also will live 

because of Me. 58 “This is the bread which came down out of heaven; not as the 

fathers ate and died; he who eats this bread will live forever.” 59 These things He 

said in the synagogue as He taught in Capernaum [i.e. concerning His origin from 

heaven, election, eternal life and resurrection]. 60 Therefore many of His disciples 

[μαθητής mathetes – student, learner], when they heard this said, “This is a 

difficult statement [i.e. difficult to accept]; who can listen to it?” 61 But Jesus, 

conscious that His disciples grumbled at this, said to them, “Does this [teaching 

that Jesus came from heaven] cause you to stumble? [σκανδαλίζω skandalizo – 

cause to stumble, give offense] 62 “What then if you see the Son of Man ascending 

to where He was before? [back to heaven; cf. John 6:32-33, 38, 41-42, 50-51, 58] 
63 “It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits nothing; the words that I have 

spoken to you are spirit and are life. 64 “But there are some of you who do not 

believe.” For Jesus knew from the beginning who they were who did not believe, 

and who it was that would betray Him [i.e. Judas; see John 6:70-71]. 65 And He 

was saying, “For this reason I have said to you, that no one can come to Me unless 

it has been granted him from the Father.” 66 As a result of this [i.e. His difficult 

teaching] many of His disciples withdrew and were not walking with Him anymore 

[offensive teaching divides]. 67 So Jesus said to the twelve, “You do not want to go 

away also, do you?” 68 Simon Peter answered Him, “Lord [κύριος kurios – lord, 

sir, master – here a synonym for divinity], to whom shall we go? You have words 

of eternal life [accepting Jesus’ teaching]. 69 “We have believed and have come to 

know [faith precedes knowledge] that You are the Holy One of God [see Isa. 43:3; 

48:17; Mark 1:24].” 70 Jesus answered them, “Did I Myself not choose you 

[ἐκλέγω eklego – to select for a purpose], the twelve, and yet one of you is a 

devil?” [διάβολος diabolos – one who slanders, falsely accuses – i.e. an adversary] 
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71 Now He meant Judas the son of Simon Iscariot, for he, one of the twelve, was 

going to betray Him [παραδίδωμι paradidomi – hand over, betray]. 

 

Summary of John 6:52-71: 

 

1. The Central Idea of the Text is that Jesus offends many by His teaching that 

eternal life comes to those who believe in Him.  Eating and drinking is a 

picture of believing in Jesus for salvation, for the results are the same: 
 

“…everyone who beholds the Son 

and believes in Him will have eternal 

life, and I Myself will raise him up on 

the last day.” (John 6:40) 

“He who eats My flesh and drinks 

My blood has eternal life, and I will 

raise him up on the last day.” (John 

6:54) 
 

2. Hostile Jews rejected Jesus’ teaching that He was from God and that eternal 

life comes only to those who eat His flesh and drink His blood—a picture of 

believing on Jesus for salvation (John 6:52-58; cf. John 6:40).  Jesus’ 

teaching occurred in the synagogue at Capernaum (John 6:59).  Jesus’ 

followers understood what He was saying, but found it difficult to accept 

(John 6:60-62).  Jesus plainly states that His words refer to things spiritual 

that require faith to accept (John 6:63-64), which only the elect receive (John 

6:65).  Many of Jesus’ disciples turned away from Him because His teaching 

became too radical for them to accept (John 6:66).  Jesus then tested the 

Twelve concerning their understanding of His words and Peter—speaking 

for the group—confessed they believe and know Jesus is the Holy One of 

God (John 6:67-69).  Jesus accepts Peter’s statement, but corrects him 

concerning one person, Judas, whom He declares will betray Him at a future 

time (John 6:70-71). 

3. Biblically, there are legitimate and illegitimate reasons for 

divisions/separations.  God causes some divisions and He calls His people to 

do the same.  

a. Sin causes universal separation from God (Isa. 59:2; Rom. 3:23).   

b. Fleshly quarrels cause divisions (1 Cor. 1:10-13); though such 

quarrels are necessary to distinguish the spiritual from the immature 

(1 Cor. 11:18-19).   

c. Unbelievers cause division in the church (Jude 1:17-19).   

d. God divided rebellious men at the Tower of Babel (Gen. 11:1-9).   
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e. God separated Israel out from Egypt during the exodus (Ex. 3:1-

14:31). 

f. Jesus’ teaching caused division (Luke 12:51-53; John 6:66; 7:40-43; 

9:16; 10:14-19). 

g. God separates believers from Satan’s kingdom of darkness and 

transfers them to His kingdom (Col. 1:13-14). 

h. Christians should not be bound with unbelievers (2 Cor. 6:14-17). 

i. Believers should separate from false teachers (Rom. 16:17; 2 John 

1:7-11), and those who live in gross immorality (1 Cor. 5:1-2, 9-11; 2 

Tim. 3:1-5). 

j. Jesus will separate people at His Second Coming (Matt. 25:31-33).   

k. Jesus will separate unbelievers to the Lake of Fire (Rev. 20:11-15). 
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John 7:1-24 

 

After these things Jesus was walking in Galilee, for He was unwilling to walk in 

Judea because the Jews were seeking to kill Him [cf. John 5:18]. 2 Now the feast of 

the Jews, the Feast of Booths [Lev. 23:33-36], was near. 3 Therefore His brothers 

said to Him [i.e. half-brothers; cf. Mark 6:3], “Leave here and go into Judea, so 

that Your disciples also may see Your works which You are doing. 4 “For no one 

does anything in secret when he himself seeks to be known publicly. If You do 

these things, show Yourself to the world [this is either sincere humanistic 

reasoning or sarcasm/mockery].” 5 For not even His brothers were believing in 

Him [but some eventually would; see Acts 1:14]. 6 So Jesus said to them, “My time 

is not yet here [to leave for Judea], but your time is always opportune. 7 “The world 

[κόσμος kosmos – world, order, system] cannot hate you [because they shared its 

values], but it hates Me because I testify of it, that its deeds are evil. 8 “Go up to the 

feast yourselves; I do not go up to this feast [yet] because My time has not yet fully 

come [implying He was divine timetable].” 9 Having said these things to them, He 

stayed in Galilee. 10 But when His brothers had gone up to the feast, then He 

Himself also went up [in His own time], not publicly, but as if, in secret. 11 So the 

Jews [i.e. hostile Jewish leadership] were seeking Him at the feast and were 

saying, “Where is He?” 12 There was much grumbling among the crowds 

concerning Him; some were saying, “He is a good man”; others were saying, “No, 

on the contrary, He leads the people astray.” [the people were divided over their 

opinion of Him] 13 Yet no one was speaking openly of Him for fear of the Jews. 14 

But when it was now the midst of the feast Jesus went up into the temple, and 

began to teach. 15 The Jews then were astonished, saying, “How has this man 

become learned, having never been educated?” [i.e. not educated in their rabbinic 

schools; cf. Isa. 50:4-5; Ps. 119:99-100] 16 So Jesus answered them and said, “My 

teaching is not Mine, but His who sent Me. 17 “If anyone is willing to do His will 

[i.e. is positive to obey], he will know of the teaching [i.e. will understand/accept 

it], whether it is of God or whether I speak from Myself [positive volition precedes 

spiritual comprehension]. 18 “He who speaks from himself seeks his own glory 

[like their rabbinic teachers]; but He who is seeking the glory of the One who sent 

Him, He is true, and there is no unrighteousness in Him. 19 “Did not Moses give 

you the Law, and yet none of you carries out the Law? Why do you seek to kill 

Me?” [murder was a violation of the law; see Ex. 20:13] 20 The crowd answered, 

“You have a demon! Who seeks to kill You?” [unaware of the intention of the 

Jewish leadership; see John 5:18; 7:1] 21 Jesus answered them, “I did one deed, and 

you all marvel [i.e. healed a lame man on the Sabbath; see John 5:1-9, 16]. 22 “For 

this reason Moses has given you circumcision (not because it is from Moses, but 
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from the fathers), and on the Sabbath you circumcise a man [i.e. work on the 

Sabbath]. 23 “If a man receives circumcision on the Sabbath so that the Law of 

Moses will not be broken, are you angry with Me because I made an entire man 

well on the Sabbath? 24 “Do not judge according to appearance [i.e. from human 

viewpoint], but judge with righteous judgment [according to Scripture].” 

 

Summary of John 7:1-24: 

 

1. The Central Idea of the Text is that Jesus goes up to Jerusalem for the Feast 

of Booths and to teach in the temple, which reveals a mounting Jewish 

hostility.  
2. Just prior to attending the Feast of Booths we learn that Jesus’ brothers did 

not believe in Him as the Messiah (John 7:1-9); and more so, many in 

Jerusalem were divided over their opinions of Him (John 7:10-13).  During 

the feast Jesus began to teach in the temple, and His teaching perplexed 

those who heard Him (John 7:14-15).  Jesus stated that His teaching was 

derived from heaven, not from the traditional rabbinic schools of His day 

(John 7:16), and that those who were willing to submit themselves to God 

would know/accept His teachings (John 7:17).  Jesus’ teaching glorified the 

One who sent Him (John 7:18).  Jesus points out to the Jewish leadership 

that they claim to follow Moses, but then violate Moses’ teaching by 

wanting to Kill Him (John 7:19; cf. Ex. 20:13), to which the crowd reacts by 

saying Jesus has a demon (John 7:20).  Jesus then references His healing the 

lame man on the Sabbath as the basis for why others wanted to Kill Him 

(John 7:21), and then shows that the Jewish leadership is inconsistent 

because they’re willing to circumcise on the Sabbath, but then criticize Jesus 

for healing on the Sabbath (John 7:22-23).  Jesus instructs them to judge 

with righteous judgment (John 7:24). 
3. Jesus explained that knowing/accepting God’s word is predicated on a desire 

to do (ποιέω poieo – to do, make) God’s will (John 7:17).  Those who are set 

against God cannot know/accept His word, because they desire to follow 

Satan and do his will (John 8:42-44; cf. 1 Cor. 2:14; 2 Cor. 3:14-16).  Godly 

desire leads to biblical learning (2 Tim. 2:15; 1 Pet. 2:2), and biblical 

learning leads to divine illumination (Ps. 119:18, 97-99, 130; John 16:12-13; 

Luke 24:44-45; 1 Cor. 2:10-13; Eph. 1:17-18), and illumination leads to 

spiritual growth (Eph. 4:11-16; 2 Tim. 3:16-17) and practical application 

(Matt. 7:24-27; Jam. 1:22).  The growing Christian who learns and applies 

God’s word will seek the interests of others over self (Phil. 2:3-4), will 

love others (1 Cor. 13:4-8a; 1 Thess. 3:11-12; 4:9; 1 John 4:7-11), pray for 
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others (Jam. 5:16), encourage others (1 Thess. 5:11), edify others (Rom. 

15:1-2; Eph. 4:29), be kind and forgiving (Eph. 4:32), serve others (Gal. 

5:13; 1 Pet. 4:10), and do good works (Eph. 2:10; Tit. 2:11-14).   
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John 7:25-52 

 

So some of the people of Jerusalem were saying, “Is this not the man whom they 

are seeking to kill? 26 “Look, He is speaking publicly, and they are saying nothing 

to Him [confused about Jesus’ public status]. The rulers do not really know that 

this is the Christ [Χριστός Christos – anointed one], do they? 27 “However, we 

know where this man is from; but whenever the Christ may come, no one knows 

where He is from [Some Jews thought Messiah would appear suddenly; see Mal. 

3:1].” 28 Then Jesus cried out in the temple, teaching and saying, “You both know 

Me and know where I am from [i.e. earthly origin]; and I have not come of Myself, 

but He who sent Me is true, whom you do not know [i.e. God the Father]. 29 “I 

know Him, because I am from Him, and He sent Me.” 30 So they were seeking to 

seize Him; and no man laid his hand on Him, because His hour had not yet come 

[i.e. the Father’s time for Jesus to be tried and crucified; see John 8:20; 12:23, 27; 

13:1; 17:1]. 31 But many of the crowd believed in Him [as Messiah]; and they were 

saying, “When the Christ comes, He will not [μὴ me – anticipates a negative 

answer] perform more signs [σημεῖον semeion – sign, attesting miracle] than those 

which this man has, will He?” 32 The Pharisees heard the crowd muttering these 

things about Him, and the chief priests and the Pharisees sent officers to seize Him 

[the officers were Levites]. 33 Therefore Jesus said, “For a little while longer I am 

with you, then I go to Him who sent Me [returning back to heaven]. 34 “You will 

seek Me, and will not find Me; and where I am, you cannot come.” 35 The Jews 

then said to one another, “Where does this man intend to go that we will not find 

Him? He is not intending to go to the Dispersion [i.e. scattered Jews living outside 

Palestine] among the Greeks, and teach the Greeks, is He? 36 “What is this 

statement that He said, ‘You will seek Me, and will not find Me; and where I am, 

you cannot come ‘?” 37 Now on the last day, the great day of the feast [of 

Tabernacles], Jesus stood and cried out, saying, “If anyone is thirsty, let him come 

to Me and drink. 38 “He who believes in Me, as the Scripture said, ‘From his 

innermost being will flow [ῥέω rheo – to flow – fut/act/ind] rivers of living 

water.’“ 39 But this He spoke of the Spirit, whom those who believed in Him were 

to receive; for the Spirit was not yet given, because Jesus was not yet glorified 

[through the cross, burial, resurrection and ascension]. 40 Some of the people 

therefore, when they heard these words, were saying, “This certainly is the Prophet 

[see Deut. 18:15].” 41 Others were saying, “This is the Christ.” Still others were 

saying, “Surely the Christ is not going to come from Galilee, is He? 42 “Has not the 

Scripture said that the Christ comes from the descendants of David, and from 

Bethlehem, the village where David was?” [Where Christ was born; see Mic. 5:2; 

Matt. 2:1-6] 43 So a division occurred in the crowd because of Him [cf. John 9:16; 
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10:19-21]. 44 Some of them wanted to seize Him, but no one laid hands on Him. 45 

The officers then came to the chief priests and Pharisees, and they said to them, 

“Why did you not bring Him?” 46 The officers answered, “Never has a man spoken 

the way this man speaks.” 47 The Pharisees then answered them, “You have not 

also been led astray, have you? 48 “No one of the rulers or Pharisees [i.e. the 

Sanhedrin] has believed in Him, has he? [actually, many had; see John 12:42; 

19:38–39] 49 “But this crowd which does not know the Law is accursed.” 50 

Nicodemus (he who came to Him before, being one of them) said to them, 51 “Our 

Law does not judge a man unless it first hears from him and knows what he is 

doing, does it?” [Nicodemus wants to obey the Law, not public opinion] 52 They 

answered him, “You are not also from Galilee, are you? [an insult, intended to 

silence] Search, and see that no prophet arises out of Galilee.” [Jonah was from the 

north; 2 Kings 14:25] 

 

Summary of John 7:25-52: 

 

1. The Central Idea of the Text is that the Jewish leadership and people 

continue to be divided over Jesus concerning whether He is the Messiah or 

not.  
2. After Jesus’ teaching in Jerusalem, many of the Jewish people were divided 

over their understanding of Him because He was permitted to speak openly 

(John 7:25-26).  The Jewish people presumed to know where Jesus 

originated (John 7:27), they did not know His heavenly origins (John 7:28-

29).  Some in the crowd believed in Jesus (John 7:31), but the Jewish 

leadership wanted to have Him arrested (John 7:30, 32, 44).  Jesus spoke 

about His departure from the world and that others would not be able to 

follow (John 7:33-36).  Jesus also revealed that He would send the Holy 

Spirit to those who would believe in Him (John 7:37-39).  Jesus’ words 

caused a division among the people concerning His origins and identity 

(John 7:40-44).  The Jewish leadership then attacked the Levitical officers, 

the people, and even Nicodemus in an attempt to dissuade them from 

believing in Jesus (John 7:45-52). 
3. During His discourse, Jesus spoke of the future ministry of the Holy Spirit 

(John 7:39; cf. John 15:26; 16:7), which would occur after His resurrection 

and ascension on the Day of Pentecost (Acts 1:5; 2:1-4).  The Holy Spirit 

was active in the lives of OT saints such as Artisans (Ex. 31:1-

5), Judges (Num. 11:25-29; Jud. 3:9-10), Prophets (Ezek. 2:2), and Kings (1 

Sam. 10:6; 16:13); however He did not indwell every believer, and could be 

removed as an act of divine discipline (1 Sam. 16:14-16; Ps. 51:11).  After 
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Pentecost, the Holy Spirit’s ministry includes regeneration (John 3:1-6; 1 

Pet. 1:3; 23), indwelling (1 Cor. 3:16; 6:19), baptizing (1 Cor. 12:13), 

sealing (Eph. 1:13-14; 4:30), gifting (1 Cor. 12:4-7), filling (Eph. 5:18), 

equipping (Eph. 4:11-16), and sustaining each believer (Gal. 5:16, 25).  The 

work of the Holy Spirit is to lead us to spiritual maturity so that we may be 

effective in our ministries to others.   
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John 7:53-8:11 

 

The textual authenticity of this pericope is highly questionable. Most ancient 

Greek manuscripts dating before the sixth century do not contain it. 

However, over 900 ancient manuscripts do contain it including the important 

early so-called Western text (uncial D). None of the church fathers or early 

commentators refer to it in their comments on this Gospel. Instead they pass 

from 7:52 right on to 8:12. Several later manuscripts identify it as special by 

using an asterisk or obelus at its beginning and ending. Some old copies 

have it after 7:36 or 7:44 or 21:25 or Luke 21:38. Its expressions and 

constructions are more similar to Luke’s writings than they are to John’s.7 

 

Everyone went to his home. 1 But Jesus went to the Mount of Olives [most likely to 

sleep; see Luke 21:37]. 2 Early in the morning He came again into the temple, and 

all the people were coming to Him; and He sat down and began to teach them [it 

was customary for rabbis to teach while seated]. 3 The scribes and the Pharisees 

brought a woman caught in adultery, and having set her in the center of the court, 4 

they said to Him, “Teacher, this woman has been caught in adultery, in the very act 

[where’s the man?]. 5 “Now in the Law Moses commanded us to stone such 

women [and men; see Lev. 20:10; Deut. 22:22]; what then do You say?” [like 

Satan, they use Scripture to trap Jesus; see Matt. 4:5-6] 6 They were saying this, 

testing Him, so that they might have grounds for accusing Him [they were 

concerned only in trapping Jesus]. But Jesus stooped down and with His finger 

wrote on the ground [no answer]. 7 But when they persisted in asking Him, He 

straightened up, and said to them, “He who is without sin among you, let him be 

the first to throw a stone at her.” 8 Again He stooped down and wrote on the 

ground [giving the accusers time to think]. 9 When they heard it, they began to go 

out one by one, beginning with the older ones, and He was left alone, and the 

woman, where she was, in the center of the court [the charge is dropped without 

prosecutors or witnesses]. 10 Straightening up, Jesus said to her, “Woman, where 

are they? Did no one condemn you?” [κατακρίνω katakrino – to give judgment, to 

pronounce condemnation] 11 She said, “No one, Lord [κύριος kurios – lord, master, 

often a synonym for deity].” And Jesus said, “I do not condemn you, either 

[perhaps because she was now a forgiven believer]. Go. From now on sin no 

more.” 
 

 

 
7 Tom Constable, Tom Constable’s Expository Notes on the Bible (Galaxie Software, 2003), Jn 7:52. 
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Summary of John 7:53-8:1-11: 

 

1. The Central Idea of the Text is that scribes and Pharisees brought a woman 

caught in adultery to Jesus in order to trap Him; however, Jesus exposed 

their sinful hearts and showed grace to the woman.  

2. The motive behind the scribes and Pharisees had little to do with the Mosaic 

Law or convicting the woman caught in adultery; rather, they were only 

concerned about trapping Jesus in a dilemma concerning the Law of Moses 

and Roman law (see Lev. 20:10; Deut. 22:22; John 8:1-6; 18:31).  By Law, 

the witnesses/accusers were to be the ones casting stones (Deut. 17:6-7), but 

they conveniently excluded themselves as having any obligation to the 

Mosaic Law.  The religious leaders were not concerned with her sin, her 

humiliation, or even whether she died; Jesus was the greater prize to be 

caught and killed, and they were willing to use this woman to obtain their 

objective.  At first, Jesus did not answer them, but after they persisted, He 

stated that if any among them was without sin, he should cast the first stone 

(John 8:7-8).  After feeling convicted, the accusers left one by one, leaving 

Jesus alone with the woman (John 8:9).  Jesus asked the woman where her 

accusers had gone (John 8:10). And then stated that He would not condemn 

her, and told her to “Go. From now on sin no more” (John 8:10-11).   

 

In the first chapter of John, we learned that “grace and truth came 

through Jesus Christ.” Here was an example of that. In the words 

“neither do I condemn you,” we have an example of grace; the words 

“go, and sin no more” are words of truth. The Lord did not say, “Go, 

and sin as little as possible.” Jesus Christ is God, and His standard is 

absolute perfection. He cannot approve of sin in any degree. And so He 

sets before her the perfect standard of God Himself.8 

 

3. Jesus’ reason for coming into the world was to save people (John 3:16-17), 

and this meant that He would show grace (John 1:14), would not condemn 

those who believed in Him (John 3:18; 36; Rom. 8:1), and would be the 

Advocate of believers who sin (1 John 2:1).  Jesus will judge others in the 

future and this will result in rewards for believers (1 Cor. 3:10-15), and 

condemnation for unbelievers (Rev. 20:11-15).   

4. The Mosaic Law justifies no one (Rom. 3:28; Gal. 2:21; 3:21), but rather, 

only condemns (Rom. 3:20, Gal. 2:16).  The Law gives us what we deserve, 

 
8 William MacDonald, Believer’s Bible Commentary (Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 1995), 1515. 
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whereas grace treats us better than we deserve.  God the Father declares us 

guilty under the Law (Rom. 3:10, 23), and then sent His Son into the world 

to live the righteous life we could not (Matt. 5:17-20; Rom. 8:3-4; 10:3-4), 

and to bear our sin and the punishment that rightfully belongs to us (Mark 

10:45; 2 Cor. 5:21; 15:3-4; 1 Pet. 3:18).  God then graciously gives us His 

righteousness as a gift (Rom. 5:17), so that we become acceptable in His 

sight (Rom. 8:31-34; 2 Cor. 5:21; Phil. 3:9).  Grace pardons those who have 

been found guilty under the Law and gives life to those who deserve death.   
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John 8:12-29 

 

Then Jesus again spoke to them, saying, “I am the Light of the world [a Messianic 

picture; see Isa. 49:6]; he who follows Me will not walk in the darkness [i.e. sinful 

ignorance of God], but will have the Light of life [see John 1:4-5; 3:19-21].” 13 So 

the Pharisees said to Him, “You are testifying about Yourself [i.e. as a single 

witness; see Deut. 19:15; cf. John 5:31]; Your testimony is not true.” 14 Jesus 

answered and said to them, “Even if I testify about Myself, My testimony is true 

[as the God-Man, Jesus’ testimony was reliable], for I know where I came from 

and where I am going; but you do not know where I come from or where I am 

going [speaking of His divine origin]. 15 “You judge according to the flesh [i.e. 

human perspective]; I am not judging anyone [i.e. according to the flesh]. 16 “But 

even if I do judge, My judgment is true; for I am not alone in it, but I and the 

Father who sent Me [a testimony of two]. 17 “Even in your law it has been written 

that the testimony of two men is true [see Deut. 19:15]. 18 “I am He who testifies 

about Myself, and the Father who sent Me testifies about Me.” 19 So they were 

saying to Him, “Where is Your Father?” Jesus answered, “You know [οιδα oida – 

to know, perceive] neither Me nor My Father; if you knew Me, you would know 

My Father also.” 20 These words He spoke in the treasury, as He taught in the 

temple; and no one seized Him, because His hour had not yet come [to be 

crucified; see John 7:30; 12:23, 27; 13:1; 17:1]. 21 Then He said again to them, “I 

go away, and you will seek Me, and will die in your sin [ἁμαρτία hamartia – sin, 

failure, miss the mark – here a singular noun referring to unbelief]; where I am 

going, you cannot come.” 22 So the Jews were saying, “Surely He will not kill 

Himself [misunderstanding Jesus’ words], will He, since He says, ‘Where I am 

going, you cannot come ‘?” 23 And He was saying to them, “You are from below, I 

am from above; you are of this world, I am not of this world. 24 “Therefore I said to 

you that you will die in your sins [plural]; for unless you believe that I am He [ἐγώ 

εἰμι ego eimi – a reference to deity; cf. John 8:28, 56-59], you will die in your sins 

[without forgiveness].” 25 So they were saying to Him, “Who are You?” [perhaps 

sarcasm – i.e. “who do you think you are to speak to us in this manner?”] Jesus 

said to them, “What have I been saying to you from the beginning? 26 “I have many 

things to speak and to judge concerning you, but He who sent Me is true; and the 

things which I heard from Him, these I speak to the world.” 27 They did not realize 

[γινώσκω ginosko – come to know, realize, perceive, understand] that He had been 

speaking to them about the Father. 28 So Jesus said, “When you lift up [i.e. to 

crucify] the Son of Man [a messianic title; see Dan. 7:13-14], then you will know 

that I am He, and I do nothing on My own initiative, but I speak these things as the 
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Father taught Me. 29 “And He who sent Me is with Me; He has not left Me alone, 

for I always do the things that are pleasing to Him.” 

 

Summary of John 8:12-29: 

 

1. The Central Idea of the Text is that Jesus reveals He has come from heaven 

as the Light of the world to offer life to those who believe in Him.   

2. Jesus revealed Himself as the Light of the world (John 8:12; cf. 1:4, 9; 

12:35, 46).  Darkness is a picture of spiritual blindness, evil, and rebellion 

against God (John 1:4-5; 3:19).  Light is a picture of God’s life and holiness 

(John 1:4; 1 John 1:5).  To follow Jesus means we believe in Him as Savior 

(John 3:16), and learn to walk as children of Light (Eph. 5:8-10).  The 

hostile Pharisees accused Jesus of testifying about Himself (John 8:13), but 

Jesus revealed His testimony is true (John 8:14-15), and that God the Father 

also testifies about Him (John 8:18).  John reveals the Pharisees did not 

understand Jesus’ words (John 8:19, 27).  Jesus said these things in the 

temple (John 8:20), and revealed to His hearers they would die in their sin 

unless they believed in Him (John 8:21-24).  Jesus’ hearers would know His 

claims to be true at the cross (John 8:26-28).  Finally, Jesus revealed His 

Father was always with Him and that Jesus always pleased Him (John 8:29). 

3. Jesus reveals that sin keeps one out of heaven (John 8:21, 24); specifically 

the sin of unbelief that He is the promised Messiah (cf. John 16:8-9).  When 

one comes to faith in Christ, he/she is forgiven of all their sins (Eph. 1:7; 

Col. 1:13-14), past, present, and future (Heb. 10:10-14).  Forgiveness is first 

judicial, removing the penalty of sin (John 3:18; 5:24; Rom. 8:1; 8:33-34).  

Forgiveness is also familial, restoring fellowship with God after we’ve 

sinned (1 John 1:5-10; cf. Ps. 32:1-5).   

 

The forgiveness John speaks about here [i.e. 1 John 1:9] is parental, not 

judicial. Judicial forgiveness means forgiveness from the penalty of 

sins, which the sinner receives when he believes on the Lord Jesus 

Christ. It is called judicial because it is granted by God acting as Judge. 

But what about sins which a person commits after conversion? As far as 

the penalty is concerned, the price has already been paid by the Lord 

Jesus on the cross of Calvary. But as far as fellowship in the family of 

God is concerned, the sinning saint needs parental forgiveness, that is, 

the forgiveness of His Father. He obtains it by confessing his sin. We 

need judicial forgiveness only once; that takes care of the penalty of all 
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our sins—past, present, and future. But we need parental forgiveness 

throughout our Christian life.9 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
9 William MacDonald, Believer’s Bible Commentary: Old and New Testaments, ed. Arthur 

Farstad (Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 1995), 2310-11. 
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John 8:30-59 

 

As He spoke these things, many [but not all] came to believe in Him [as Messiah]. 
31 So Jesus was saying to those Jews who had believed Him, “If [3rd class – 

conditional] you continue in My word, then you are truly disciples of Mine; 32 and 

you will know the truth [about Jesus as Messiah], and the truth will make you free 

[deliver from spiritual slavery].” 33 They answered Him, “We are Abraham’s 

descendants [biologically] and have never yet been enslaved to anyone [perception 

≠ reality]; how is it that You say, ‘You will become free ‘?” 34 Jesus answered 

them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who commits [ποιέω poieo – do, act, 

make – pres/act/part] sin is the slave of sin. 35 “The slave does not remain in the 

house forever [Hebrew slaves were released in the seventh year; see Ex. 21:7]; the 

son does remain forever. 36 “So if [3rd class] the Son makes you free [from spiritual 

slavery], you will be free indeed. 37 “I know that you are Abraham’s descendants 

[biologically]; yet you seek to kill Me [ungodly behavior], because My word has 

no place in you [i.e. is not welcome]. 38 “I speak the things which I have seen with 

My Father; therefore you also do the things which you heard from your father.” 39 

They answered and said to Him, “Abraham is our father.” [heritage has no saving 

value; see Luke 3:8] Jesus said to them, “If [2nd class – not true] you are 

Abraham’s children [spiritually], do the deeds of Abraham. 40 “But as it is, you are 

seeking to kill Me, a man who has told you the truth, which I heard from God; this 

Abraham did not do [i.e. he was friendly to God’s messengers]. 41 “You are doing 

the deeds of your father.” They said to Him, “We were not born of fornication [i.e. 

spiritual adultery]; we have one Father: God.” 42 Jesus said to them, “If [2nd class] 

God were your Father, you would love Me, for I proceeded forth and have come 

from God, for I have not even come on My own initiative, but He sent Me. 43 

“Why do you not understand what I am saying? It is because you cannot hear My 

word [spiritual death & carnality impede comprehension; see 1 Cor. 2:14; 3:1-3]. 44 

“You are of your father the devil [by imitation], and you want to do the desires of 

your father. He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth 

because there is no truth in him. Whenever he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own 

nature, for he is a liar and the father of lies. 45 “But because I speak the truth, you 

do not believe Me. 46 “Which one of you convicts Me of sin? If I speak truth, why 

do you not believe Me? 47 “He who is of God hears the words of God; for this 

reason you do not hear them, because you are not of God.” 48 The Jews [i.e. hostile 

unbelievers] answered and said to Him, “Do we not say rightly that You are a 

Samaritan [a racial slur] and have a demon?” 49 Jesus answered, “I do not have a 

demon; but I honor My Father, and you dishonor Me. 50 “But I do not seek My 

glory; there is One who seeks and judges [the One that matters]. 51 “Truly, truly, I 
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say to you, if [3rd class] anyone keeps My word he will never see death [i.e. eternal 

death].” 52 The Jews said to Him, “Now we know that You have a demon. 

Abraham died [physically], and the prophets also; and You say, ‘If anyone keeps 

My word, he will never taste of death.’ 53 “Surely You are not greater than our 

father Abraham, who died? The prophets died too; whom do You make Yourself 

out to be?” 54 Jesus answered, “If [3rd class] I glorify Myself, My glory is nothing 

[see Heb. 5:5]; it is My Father who glorifies Me, of whom you say, ‘He is our 

God’; 55 and you have not come to know Him, but I know Him; and if [3rd class] I 

say that I do not know Him, I will be a liar like you, but I do know Him and keep 

His word. 56 “Your father Abraham rejoiced to see My day, and he saw it and was 

glad [perhaps Gen. 12:3].” 57 So the Jews said to Him, “You are not yet fifty years 

old, and have You seen Abraham?” 58 Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to 

you, before Abraham was born, I am [ἐγὼ εἰμί ego eimi – claim to deity].” 59 

Therefore they picked up stones to throw at Him [judging Him for blasphemy; see 

Lev. 24:16], but Jesus hid Himself and went out of the temple. 
 

Summary of John 8:30-59: 

 

1. The Central Idea of the Text is that Jesus reveals Himself as the Son of God 

who liberates enslaved sinners, those who trust in their flesh.  
2. Jesus had been speaking primarily to hostile Jewish unbelievers (John 8:21-

24), but John reveals that many believed in Him (John 8:30-31).  Jesus’ 

strong language in John 8:30-59 raises questions about His audience, which 

can be viewed three different ways: first, the faith of those who “believed” 

was superficial and their hostility shows they were never saved; second, 

there was a mixed group of believers and unbelievers (see John 8:30-31, 48), 

and Jesus primarily spoke to the latter; and third, those who “believed” 

exercised genuine faith, and their hostility is a demonstration of carnality 

(like that of other believers; see Matt. 16:13-23; 26:33-35; 58-75; Acts 5:1-

10; 1 Cor. 3:1-3; 11:17-30).  Jesus revealed that being a biological 

descendant of Abraham does not automatically make one a child of God; 

rather, Abraham’s spiritual descendants (see Rom. 2:28-29; 9:6, 8; Gal. 

3:29) are those who have believed in Christ (John 1:12-13; Eph. 1:5; Gal. 

3:26). 
3. In John 8:58 we see a clear statement of Jesus deity when he claims to be the 

“I Am” of the Old Testament (compare Ex. 3:14-15 and John 8:58).  There 

are several passages in Scripture that anticipate and reveal the deity of Christ 

(Isa. 7:14; 9:6; John 1:1, 14, 18; 5:18; 10:33; 20:28; Phil. 2:6; Col. 2:9; Tit. 

2:13; Heb. 1:8).  As God, Jesus is worthy of all worship and praise (Luke 
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24:51-52; John 9:38; 20:28; Heb. 1:6).  As a perfect sinless Man, He went to 

the cross and died a substitutionary death in our place (Mark 10:45; Rom. 

5:6-10; 1 Cor. 15:3-4; 1 Pet. 3:18), and bore the wrath of God that rightfully 

belonged to us (Isa. 53:1-12), so that we might have the gifts of 

righteousness and eternal life (John 3:16; 10:28; Rom. 5:17; 2 Cor. 5:21; 

Phil. 3:9).   
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John 9:1-41 

 

As He passed by, He saw a man blind from birth. 2 And His disciples asked Him, 

“Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he would be born blind?” [they 

assume sin was the cause of his disability] 3 Jesus answered, “It was neither that 

this man sinned, nor his parents; but it was so that the works of God might be 

displayed in him. 4 “We must work the works of Him who sent Me as long as it is 

day; night is coming when no one can work. 5 “While I am in the world, I am the 

Light of the world.” 6 When He had said this, He spat on the ground, and made 

clay of the spittle, and applied the clay to his eyes [perhaps a picture of creation; 

see Gen. 2:7], 7 and said to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam “ (which is 

translated, Sent). So he went away and washed, and came back seeing [a Messianic 

act; see Isa. 29:18; 35:5]. 8 Therefore the neighbors, and those who previously saw 

him as a beggar, were saying, “Is not this the one who used to sit and beg?” [he 

was a familiar person] 9 Others were saying, “This is he,” still others were saying, 

“No, but he is like him.” He kept saying, “I am the one.” 10 So they were saying to 

him, “How then were your eyes opened?” 11 He answered, “The man who is called 

Jesus made clay, and anointed my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash’; 

so I went away and washed, and I received sight.” 12 They said to him, “Where is 

He?” He said, “I do not know.” 13 They brought to the Pharisees the man who was 

formerly blind. 14 Now it was a Sabbath on the day when Jesus made the clay and 

opened his eyes. 15 Then the Pharisees also were asking him again how he received 

his sight. And he said to them, “He applied clay to my eyes, and I washed, and I 

see.” 16 Therefore some of the Pharisees were saying, “This man is not from God, 

because He does not keep the Sabbath [i.e. their traditions associated with the 

Sabbath].” But others were saying, “How can a man who is a sinner perform such 

signs?” And there was a division among them. 17 So they said to the blind man 

again, “What do you say about Him, since He opened your eyes?” And he said, 

“He is a prophet.” 18 The Jews then did not believe it of him, that he had been blind 

and had received sight, until they called the parents of the very one who had 

received his sight [wanting confirmation], 19 and questioned them, saying, “Is this 

your son, who you say was born blind? Then how does he now see?” 20 His parents 

answered them and said, “We know that this is our son, and that he was born blind; 
21 but how he now sees, we do not know; or who opened his eyes, we do not know. 

Ask him; he is of age, he will speak for himself.” 22 His parents said this because 

they were afraid of the Jews [i.e. hostile Jewish leadership]; for the Jews had 

already agreed that if anyone confessed Him to be Christ, he was to be put out of 

the synagogue [i.e. community exclusion]. 23 For this reason his parents said, “He 

is of age; ask him.” 24 So a second time they called the man who had been blind, 
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and said to him, “Give glory to God [i.e. tell the truth]; we know that this man is a 

sinner [“a sinner” is anyone who breaks their oral tradition as well as Scripture].” 
25 He then answered, “Whether He is a sinner, I do not know; one thing I do know, 

that though I was blind, now I see.” 26 So they said to him, “What did He do to 

you? How did He open your eyes?” 27 He answered them, “I told you already and 

you did not listen; why do you want to hear it again? You do not want to become 

His disciples too, do you?” 28 They reviled him and said, “You are His disciple, but 

we are disciples of Moses [actually, they were neither]. 29 “We know that God has 

spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where He is from.” 30 The 

man answered and said to them, “Well, here is an amazing thing, that you do not 

know where He is from, and yet He opened my eyes. 31 “We know that God does 

not hear sinners [perhaps thinking of Ps. 66:18]; but if anyone is God-fearing and 

does His will, He hears him. 32 “Since the beginning of time it has never been 

heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. 33 “If this man were not 

from God, He could do nothing.” 34 They answered him, “You were born entirely 

in sins, and are you teaching us?” [an ad hominem attack] So they put him out 

[unjustly punished]. 35 Jesus heard that they had put him out, and finding him, He 

said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” 36 He answered, “Who is He, Lord, that 

I may believe in Him?” 37 Jesus said to him, “You have both seen Him, and He is 

the one who is talking with you.” 38 And he said, “Lord, I believe [πιστεύω, κύριε – 

i.e. believing Jesus is God].” And he worshiped Him [as God]. 39 And Jesus said, 

“For judgment I came into this world, so that those who do not see may see, and 

that those who see may become blind.” 40 Those of the Pharisees who were with 

Him heard these things and said to Him, “We are not blind too, are we?” 41 Jesus 

said to them, “If you were blind [i.e. ignorant of God’s word], you would have no 

sin [not be accountable]; but since you say, ‘We see,’ [i.e. know biblical truth] 

your sin remains [i.e. held accountable]. 

 

Summary of John 9:1-41: 

 

1. The Central Idea of the Text is that Jesus reveals Himself as Messiah by 

healing a blind man (John 9:1-7; cf. Isa. 29:18; 35:5). 
2. Jesus healed a man who had been blind from birth, and this stirred the 

Pharisees to provide an answer to those who witnessed the miracle.  The 

Pharisees asked four times how the man came to be healed (John 9:10, 15, 

19, 26), but their questions did not originate from an honest inquiry, for they 

were deeply biased.  The man healed of his blindness was not intimidated by 

the Pharisees, and demonstrated consistent biblical rationales in his 

discussion.  Jesus allowed the man to have his confrontation with the 
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Pharisees and came to him after he had been excommunicated from the 

synagogue.  The man lost the support of the synagogue, but gained Christ.  

Religious pride kept the Jewish leaders from seeing/accepting the miracles 

Jesus performed as signs that He is the Messiah.  

3. God controls infirmities as well as healing (see Ex. 4:11; Ps. 146:8).  There 

are cases in Scripture where God did not heal people and used sickness or 

hardship to his advantage (1 Sam. 16:14-16; 2 Ki. 13:14; 1 Cor. 11:27-30; 2 

Cor. 12:7-10; Phil. 2:25-30; 2 Tim. 4:20).  Sickness and disease are not 

always about sin or discipline.  We live in a fallen world and we experience 

sickness and disease because of Adam’s sin.   
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John 10:1-21 

 

“Truly, truly, I say to you [i.e. spiritually blind Pharisees; see John 9:39-41], he 

who does not enter by the door into the fold of the sheep, but climbs up some other 

way [dishonestly/deceptively], he is a thief and a robber [one who seeks to steal 

what belongs to another]. 2 “But he who enters by the door is a shepherd of the 

sheep. 3 “To him the doorkeeper opens [perhaps an allusion to John the Baptist], 

and the sheep hear his voice, and he calls his own sheep by name and leads them 

out [the elect respond to his call]. 4 “When he puts forth all his own, he goes ahead 

of them, and the sheep follow him because they know his voice [see John 10:26-

27]. 5 “A stranger they simply will not follow, but will flee from him, because they 

do not know the voice of strangers.” 6 This figure of speech [παροιμία paroimia – 

figure of speech, parable, allegory – a narrative with figurative meaning] Jesus 

spoke to them [i.e. the blind religious leaders], but they did not understand what 

those things were which He had been saying to them [i.e. did not receive the 

Shepherd’s message]. 7 So Jesus said to them again, “Truly, truly, I say to you, I 

am the door of the sheep [sometimes shepherds sat at the entry to a pen]. 8 “All 

who came before Me are thieves and robbers [i.e. previous leaders who sought to 

lead God’s people astray], but the sheep [i.e. God’s elect] did not hear them. 9 “I 

am the door; if anyone enters through Me, he will be saved [salvation is only 

through Christ; cf. Acts 4:12], and will go in and out and find pasture [safety and 

provision]. 10 “The thief [i.e. the false shepherd] comes only to steal and kill and 

destroy [i.e. to take and harm]; I came that they may have life, and have it 

abundantly. 11 “I am the good shepherd; the good shepherd lays down His life for 

the sheep [i.e. dies in place of the sheep]. 12 “He who is a hired hand, and not a 

shepherd, who is not the owner of the sheep, sees the wolf coming [i.e. danger], 

and leaves the sheep and flees [concerned only with himself], and the wolf 

snatches them and scatters them. 13 “He flees because he is a hired hand and is not 

concerned about the sheep. 14 “I am the good shepherd, and I know My own and 

My own know Me, 15 even as the Father knows Me and I know the Father; and I 

lay down My life [voluntary action] for the sheep [i.e. dies in place of the sheep]. 16 

“I have other sheep [Gentiles, for whom the Shepherd would give His life], which 

are not of this fold [i.e. Israel]; I must bring them also, and they will hear My 

voice; and they will become one flock with one shepherd [an allusion to the 

church; see Gal. 3:26-28]. 17 “For this reason the Father loves Me, because I lay 

down My life so that I may take it again [this speaks both of His death and 

resurrection]. 18 “No one has taken it away from Me, but I lay it down on My own 

initiative [a voluntary act]. I have authority to lay it down, and I have authority to 

take it up again. This commandment I received from My Father.” 19 A division 
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occurred again among the Jews [i.e. the Pharisees to whom He’d been speaking] 

because of these words. 20 Many of them were saying, “He has a demon and is 

insane. Why do you listen to Him?” 21 Others were saying, “These are not the 

sayings of one demon-possessed. A demon cannot open the eyes of the blind, can 

he?” [see John 9:6-7] 

 

Summary of John 10:1-21: 

 

1. The Central Idea of the Text is that Jesus reveals Himself as the Door of the 

sheep and the Good Shepherd who calls and leads His elect into a 

relationship with Him.  

2. Previously, Jesus sought the man who had been healed of blindness and 

brought him into His fold (John 9:35-38).  The elect turn to Jesus and follow 

Him because they know His voice and respond positively.  Jesus is both the 

Door as well as the Good Shepherd who calls His sheep by name and leads 

them into a relationship with Him.  “The scene pictures Jesus’ calling every 

individual whom the Father had given Him to follow Him out from the other 

non-elect Jews.”10  Jesus reveals that there are false shepherds who selfishly 

seek to lead others astray (John 10:1, 8, 10), causing only harm, and fleeing 

when danger appears (John 10:12-13).  In contrast, Jesus lays down His life 

for the sheep that they might have life in Him (John 10:14-18).  Previously, 

Jesus presented Himself as the Bread of life (John 6:35), the Light of the 

world (John 8:12), the I AM of Abraham and Moses (John 8:58), and here 

presents Himself as the Door of the sheep (John 10:7), and the Good 

Shepherd (John 10:11, 14).  Later, He will present Himself as the 

Resurrection and the Life (John 11:25), the Way, the Truth, and the Life 

(John 14:6), and the True Vine (John 15:1, 5). 

3. In the Old Testament, God is referred to as the Shepherd who leads, feeds, 

and protects His people (Isa. 40:11; Ps. 23:1-6; 80:1; 100:1-3; Ezek. 34:10-

16).  Under the Mosaic Law, God appointed human leaders who shared His 

values and modeled His behavior, to lead His people (2 Sam. 5:1-3; cf. 1 

Sam. 17:34-37; Jer. 3:15).  However, throughout Israel’s history there have 

been many false shepherds who devoured God’s people and gave nothing in 

return (Isa. 56:9-12; Jer. 23:1-4; Ezek. 34:1-10).  In the midst of such poor 

leadership, God promised He would raise David to shepherd Israel in the 

future (Ezek. 34:23-25; 37:24-28).  In the New Testament, Jesus is called the 

Good Shepherd (John 10:11, 14), the Great Shepherd (Heb. 13:20), and the 

 
10 Tom Constable, Tom Constable’s Expository Notes on the Bible (Galaxie Software, 2003), Jn 10:3. 



 

60 

 

Chief Shepherd (1 Pet. 5:4), who provides (John 10:7-9, 11, 14, 16-17) and 

instructs His people (Mark 6:34).  In the Church age, God has appointed 

under-shepherds (i.e. pastors) to lead, feed and protect His people (John 

21:15-17; Acts 20:28-32; Eph. 4:11-14, 1 Pet. 5:1-2).  Pastors are appointed 

by God (Acts 20:28; cf. Eph. 4:11).  They are referred to as elders, bishops, 

and overseers (Acts 20:17, 28; Tit. 1:5-7; 1 Pet. 5:1-5), who work within the 

church, and with the church, serving as examples, and not “lording” their 

authority over others (1 Pet. 5:3).  Pastors are servants, doing God’s will and 

serving others in truth. 
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John 10:22-42 

 

At that time the Feast of the Dedication [i.e. Chanukah or Hanukkah] took place at 

Jerusalem; 23 it was winter [mid December], and Jesus was walking in the temple 

in the portico of Solomon. 24 The Jews then gathered around Him, and were saying 

to Him, “How long will You keep us in suspense? If You are the Christ, tell us 

plainly [perhaps hoping to find ground for accusing Jesus].” 25 Jesus answered 

them, “I told you, and you do not believe; the works that I do in My Father’s name, 

these testify [μαρτυρέω martureo – testify, bear witness] of Me. 26 “But you do not 

believe because you are not of My sheep. 27 “My sheep hear My voice, and I know 

them, and they follow Me [i.e. learn and obey]; 28 and I give [δίδωμι didomi – 

pres/act/ind] eternal life to them [see John 5:24; Rom, 6:23], and they will never 

[οὐ μὴ ou me – empathic negative] perish; and no one will snatch them out of My 

hand. 29 “My Father, who has given [δίδωμι didomi – perf/act/ind] them to Me [as a 

gift], is greater than all; and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father’s hand 

[secure]. 30 “I and the Father are one.” [i.e. in essence and action] 31 The Jews 

picked up stones again to stone Him [cf. John 5:18; 8:59]. 32 Jesus answered them, 

“I showed you many good works from the Father [which testify of His deity]; for 

which of them are you stoning Me?” 33 The Jews answered Him, “For a good work 

we do not stone You, but for blasphemy; and because You, being a man, make 

Yourself out to be God [they incorrectly perceive Jesus as merely human; cf. John 

5:18].” 34 Jesus answered them, “Has it not been written in your Law, ‘I SAID, 

YOU ARE GODS’? [Ps. 82:6; a reference to judges who served as divine 

representatives; cf. Ex. 4:16; 7:1] 35 “If he called them gods, to whom the word of 

God came (and the Scripture cannot be broken), 36 do you say of Him, whom the 

Father sanctified and sent into the world, ‘You are blaspheming,’ because I said, ‘I 

am the Son of God’? 37 “If I do not do the works of My Father [i.e. from the source 

of God the Father], do not believe Me; 38 but if I do them, though you do not 

believe Me, believe the works [from the Father which witnesses of Christ], so that 

you may know and understand that the Father is in Me, and I in the Father.” 39 

Therefore they were seeking again to seize Him [because they understood the 

implication of His claim to be the Christ], and He eluded their grasp. 40 And He 

went away again beyond the Jordan to the place where John was first baptizing 

[where Jesus’ began His ministry; see John 1:28-29], and He was staying there. 41 

Many came to Him and were saying, “While John performed no sign [i.e. no 

miracles], yet everything John said about this man was true [i.e. John’s teaching 

continued to impact others, even after his death].” 42 Many believed in Him there.  
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Summary of John 10:22-42: 

 

1. The Central Idea of the Text is that Jesus’ works reveal Him as the Christ, 

and He gives eternal life those who believe in Him (John 10:28). 
2. Jesus words and life affirmed His divinity, but many rejected His claims, 

taking offense when He made Himself equal with God the Father (see John 

5:18; 8:59).  Jesus pointed to His miracles as proof of His Messiahship (John 

10:32, 37-38).  When the Jews took exception with Jesus’ claim to deity, He 

challenged them with Scripture.  Psalm 82:6 was an address to Israel’s 

judges, who served as surrogate voices for God to His people, and were thus 

called “gods”.  “They were called ‘gods’ not because they were actually 

divine, but because they represented God when they judged the people. The 

Hebrew word for ‘gods’ (elohim) is literally ‘mighty ones’ and may be 

applied to important figures such as judges.”11  The argument is from the 

lesser to the greater.  If the OT referred to human judges as gods, then it 

stands with greater reason that Jesus could refer to Himself as God and not 

be in conflict with Scripture, especially since His ministry was in harmony 

with the Father’s plan.  The unbelieving Jews rejected Jesus’ claim and 

sought to arrest Him for blasphemy; but Jesus eluded them again, for it was 

not yet His time to be taken.  Jesus then went away, beyond the Jordan, to 

the place where He began His ministry (see John 1:28-29), and there 

encountered many who believed in Him (John 10:40-42).  John the 

Baptist—who performed no miracles—was used greatly by the Lord because 

he pointed others to Christ for salvation.  
3. When one believes in Jesus as Savior, he/she is born again and given eternal 

life (John 3:16-18; 10:28).  Eternal life is a gift, given by the Lord Jesus 

Christ, to those who trust Him as Savior (Rom. 4:1-5; 5:6-10; Eph. 2:8-9).  

Eternal life means we are eternally secure in our salvation, since it rests 

entirely in God’s ability to save and keep us saved.  “Eternal security is the 

work of God that guarantees that the gift of salvation, once received, is 

forever and cannot be lost. The concept of eternal security emphasizes God’s 

activity in guaranteeing the eternal possession of the gift of eternal life.”12  

Believers may sin (1 John 2:1), and though they may suffer severe 

punishment (Heb. 12:5-13), even to the point of death (1 John 5:16-17), their 

salvation is never in jeopardy (John 10:28; Rom. 8:1; 38-39).  Those who are 

given eternal life are called to a life of righteousness (Tit. 2:11-14), in 

 
11 William MacDonald, Believer’s Bible Commentary (Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 1995), 1528. 
12 Charles Caldwell Ryrie, Basic Theology (Chicago, IL: Moody Press, 1999), 379. 
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conformity to God’s word (Rom. 12:1-2; 2 Tim. 3:16-17), and in the power 

of the Holy Spirit (Gal. 5:16; Eph. 5:18-21). 
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John 11:1-29 

 

Now a certain man was sick, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister 

Martha [who knew Jesus; see Luke 10:38-39]. 2 It was the Mary who anointed the 

Lord with ointment, and wiped His feet with her hair [proleptic statement; see John 

12:3], whose brother Lazarus was sick. 3 So the sisters sent word to Him, saying, 

“Lord, behold, he whom You love [φιλέω phileo – love, like, consider as a friend] 

is sick.” 4 But when Jesus heard this, He said, “This sickness is not to end in death 

[i.e. end finally in death], but for the glory of God, so that the Son of God may be 

glorified by it.” 5 Now Jesus loved [ἀγαπάω agapao – to have affection for, 

commitment love] Martha and her sister and Lazarus. 6 So when He heard that he 

was sick, He then stayed two days longer in the place where He was [delays the 

request of Mary and Martha]. 7 Then after this He said to the disciples, “Let us go 

to Judea again.” 8 The disciples said to Him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now 

seeking to stone You, and are You going there again?” [see John 10:31, 39] 9 Jesus 

answered, “Are there not twelve hours in the day? [until the light is withdrawn] If 

anyone walks in the day [metaphorically of God’s will], he does not stumble, 

because he sees the light of this world [i.e. follows Jesus; see John 8:12]. 10 “But if 

anyone walks in the night, he stumbles, because the light is not in him.” 11 This He 

said, and after that He said to them, “Our friend [φίλος philos – beloved, dear 

friend] Lazarus has fallen asleep [a euphemism for a believer who has died; cf. 

Acts 7:60; 1 Cor. 15:20; 1 Thess. 4:13-18]; but I go, so that I may awaken him out 

of sleep [i.e. bring him back to life].” 12 The disciples then said to Him, “Lord, if he 

has fallen asleep, he will recover.” 13 Now Jesus had spoken of his death, but they 

thought that He was speaking of literal sleep [they misunderstood Jesus’ words]. 14 

So Jesus then said to them plainly, “Lazarus is dead [sad news], 15 and I am glad 

for your sakes that I was not there [good news], so that you may believe [Jesus’ 

actions were intended to develop their faith]; but let us go to him [Jesus’ delay was 

for a divine purpose].” 16 Therefore Thomas, who is called Didymus, said to his 

fellow disciples, “Let us also go, so that we may die with Him.” 17 So when Jesus 

came, He found that he had already been in the tomb four days [Jewish burial 

usually took place on the day of death; cf. Acts 5:5-6, 10]. 18 Now Bethany was 

near Jerusalem, about two miles off; 19 and many of the Jews had come to Martha 

and Mary, to console them concerning their brother. 20 Martha therefore, when she 

heard that Jesus was coming, went to meet Him, but Mary stayed at the house. 21 

Martha then said to Jesus, “Lord, if You had been here, my brother would not have 

died [same wording from Mary in John 11:32]. 22 “Even now I know that whatever 

You ask of God, God will give You [she has strong faith in Jesus].” 23 Jesus said to 

her, “Your brother will rise again.” 24 Martha said to Him, “I know that he will rise 
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again in the resurrection [ἀνάστασις anastasis – resurrection, raise up] on the last 

day [believing in a future resurrection; preceding the kingdom].” 25 Jesus said to 

her, “I am the resurrection and the life [i.e. the source]; he who believes in Me will 

live [eternally] even if he dies [physically], 26 and everyone who lives and believes 

in Me will never die [spiritually]. Do you believe this?” [i.e. “do you believe My 

words?”] 27 She said to Him, “Yes, Lord; I have believed that You are the Christ, 

the Son of God, even He who comes into the world.” [she believes His words 

because she believes in Him as the promised Messiah] 28 When she had said this, 

she went away and called Mary her sister, saying secretly, “The Teacher 

[διδάσκαλος didaskalos – teacher, instructor] is here and is calling for you.” 29 

And when she heard it, she got up quickly and was coming to Him. 

 

Summary of John 11:1-29: 

 

1. The Central Idea of the Text is that Jesus sought the glory of God (John 

11:4), which would be accomplished through raising Lazarus from the dead 

(John 11:11), and increasing the disciple’s faith (John 11:14-15).   

2. Jesus learned from Martha and Mary that their brother Lazarus was sick 

(John 11:1-3).  Lazarus’ sickness and death was included in God’s plan and 

would result in His glory (John 11:4).  Jesus delayed several days before 

going to Bethany (John 11:5-7), but His delay was not a request denied.  

Jesus’ disciples were concerned about His going near Jerusalem; however, 

Jesus was not concerned, because He was walking in God’s will (John 11:8-

10).  Jesus revealed that Lazarus had died, and though this is sad news, He 

knew Lazarus’ resuscitation would strengthen their faith (John 11:11-16).  

Jesus arrived in Bethany four days after Lazarus had died (John 11:17), and 

found many had been comforting Martha and Mary (John 11:18-19).  

Martha came to Jesus (John 11:20), and He comforted her with reassuring 

words that pointed to Himself as the Resurrection and Life (John 11:21-26), 

and she expressed faith in Jesus that He is the Messiah (John 11:27).  

Finally, Martha went to Mary and said, “The Teacher is here and is calling 

for you” (John 11:28).  The Savior of the world had come to Bethany and 

called Mary by name, and “she got up quickly and was coming to Him” 

(John 11:29).   

3. The Gospels give prominence to certain women in Jesus’ life and ministry.  

There are unnamed women that Jesus healed: Peter’s mother-in-law (Mark 

1:30-31), a widow who had lost her son (Luke 7:11-15), a woman who had 

been crippled for eighteen years (Luke 13:10-17), and a woman who had 

been bleeding for twelve years (Mark 5:22-29).  There are unnamed women 
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who were impressed with Jesus: the Samaritan woman at the well (John 4:1-

42), a woman who washed Jesus’ feet with her tears (Luke 7:36-50), those 

who traveled with Jesus and funded His ministry (some are named and 

others not; Matt. 27:55-56; Luke 8:1-3), and those who followed Him after 

His arrest (Luke 23:27).  Those specifically named include: Mary, Jesus’ 

mother (John 2:1-11; 19:25-27), Joanna and Susanna (Luke 8:3), Mary and 

Martha of Bethany (Luke 10:38-39; John 11:1-44; 12:1-8), and Mary 

Magdalene who was the first to see the risen Lord and report His 

resurrection to others (John 20:1-17).   
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John 11:30-57 

 

Now Jesus had not yet come into the village [of Bethany], but was still in the place 

where Martha met Him. 31 Then the Jews who were with her in the house, and 

consoling her, when they saw that Mary got up quickly and went out, they 

followed her, supposing that she was going to the tomb to weep there [not knowing 

she’d been privately called by Jesus; cf. John 11:28-29]. 32 Therefore, when Mary 

came where Jesus was, she saw Him, and fell at His feet, saying to Him, “Lord, if 

You had been here, my brother would not have died.” [unaware that Jesus’ 

hesitation was for God’s glory; see John 11:3-6] 33 When Jesus therefore saw her 

weeping, and the Jews who came with her also weeping [κλαίω klaio – weep, 

lament, wail], He was deeply moved in spirit [ἐμβριμάομαι embrimaomai - moved 

with anger] and was troubled [perhaps because of the hurt caused by sin and 

death], 34 and said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to Him, “Lord, come 

and see.” 35 Jesus wept [δακρύω dakruo – to shed tears]. 36 So the Jews were 

saying, “See how He loved [φιλέω phileo] him!” 37 But some of them said, “Could 

not this man, who opened the eyes of the blind man, have kept this man also from 

dying?” 38 So Jesus, again being deeply moved within, came to the tomb. Now it 

was a cave, and a stone was lying against it. 39 Jesus said, “Remove the stone.” 

Martha, the sister of the deceased, said to Him, “Lord, by this time there will be a 

stench, for he has been dead four days.” [enough time for decomposition] 40 Jesus 

said to her, “Did I not say to you that if you believe, you will see the glory of 

God?” [cf. John 11:4; 23] 41 So they removed the stone. Then Jesus raised His 

eyes, and said, “Father, I thank You that You have heard Me [though troubled, He 

begins His prayer with thankfulness]. 42 “I knew that You always hear Me; but 

because of the people standing around I said it, so that they may believe that You 

sent Me.” 43 When He had said these things, He cried out with a loud voice, 

“Lazarus, come forth.” 44 The man who had died came forth, bound hand and foot 

with wrappings, and his face was wrapped around with a cloth [unable to liberate 

himself from his wrappings]. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.” 45 

Therefore many of the Jews who came to Mary, and saw what He had done, 

believed in Him. 46 But some of them went to the Pharisees and told them the 

things which Jesus had done [unmoved by the miracle]. 47 Therefore the chief 

priests and the Pharisees convened a council, and were saying, “What are we 

doing? For this man is performing many signs. 48 “If we let Him go on like this, all 

men will believe in Him, and the Romans will come and take away both our place 

and our nation.” [i.e. a large response to Jesus might be perceived as a threat to 

Roman authorities] 49 But one of them, Caiaphas, who was high priest that year, 

said to them, “You know nothing at all, 50 nor do you take into account that it is 
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expedient for you that one man die for the people, and that the whole nation not 

perish.” [i.e. die to preserve the national entity] 51 Now he did not say this on his 

own initiative, but being high priest that year, he prophesied that Jesus was going 

to die for the nation [he unwittingly spoke a prophetic word], 52 and not for the 

nation only, but in order that He might also gather together into one the children of 

God who are scattered abroad [see John 10:16]. 53 So from that day on they 

planned together to kill Him [human rebellion is under God’s sovereign control; 

see Acts 2:22-23; 4:27]. 54 Therefore Jesus no longer continued to walk publicly 

among the Jews, but went away from there to the country near the wilderness, into 

a city called Ephraim [about 12 miles north]; and there He stayed with the 

disciples. 55 Now the Passover of the Jews was near [third mention of Passover; cf. 

John 2:13; 6:4], and many went up to Jerusalem out of the country before the 

Passover to purify themselves [God was gathering them to Jerusalem]. 56 So they 

were seeking for Jesus [as a wanted man], and were saying to one another as they 

stood in the temple, “What do you think; that He will not come to the feast at all?” 
57 Now the chief priests and the Pharisees had given orders that if anyone knew 

where He was, he was to report it, so that they might seize Him. 

 

Summary of John 11:30-57: 

 

1. The Central Idea of the Text is that Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead (7th 

sign) with the result that many believed in Jesus as Messiah, but the Jewish 

leadership rejected Him and decided to kill Him. 

2. Jesus knew He would raise Lazarus from the dead; yet, his death, and the 

pain it caused Mary and Martha, troubled Jesus (John 11:30-38).  Jesus 

raised Lazarus from the dead for God’s glory (John 11:38-40), so that others 

might believe in Him as Messiah (John 11:41-45).  However, some who 

witnessed the miracle rejected Jesus and went to inform the Pharisees, who 

felt compelled to kill Jesus for political reasons, because they viewed Israel 

as their nation rather than God’s (John 11:46-57).  Though hostile to God, 

Caiaphas unwittingly prophesied as an act of divine sovereignty, as God 

spoke through a sinful man to a sinful audience (John 11:49-51).  The reality 

was that God was in complete control.   

3. The Bible reveals both resuscitation and resurrection.  Resuscitation means a 

person who has died is brought back to life but will die again (see Matt. 

27:50-53; Luke 7:15; 8:53-55; John 11:43-44; 12:9-11).  Resurrection means 

a person will be brought back to life with a new body and will never again 

experience death.  Jesus was the first Person to be resurrected (John 20:1-18; 

1 Cor. 15:3-4; Rev. 1:5).  In the future, Jesus will resurrect Christians at the 
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time of the Rapture (1 Cor. 15:51-53; 1 Thess. 4:14-17), OT saints (Job 

19:25-27; Ezek. 37:21-25; Dan. 12:1-2; Matt. 19:28), saints who were 

martyred during the Tribulation (Rev. 20:4), and finally all unbelievers at the 

end of the Millennium (Rev. 20:5).   

4. What happens between death and resurrection?  Some teach that when a 

person dies, the soul enters into a state of unconscious sleep, unaware of 

anything, until the time of future resurrection.  However, the Bible teaches 

that the soul separates from the body at death (Eccl. 12:7), and continues in a 

state of consciousness.  Examples include Lazarus and the Rich man (Luke 

16:19-31), and Moses and Elijah who appeared alive at Jesus’ 

transfiguration (Mark 9:1-4).  Further, when talking to the thief on the cross, 

Jesus said, “Truly I say to you, today you shall be with Me in Paradise” 

(Luke 23:43).  Since the thief was going to die physically, Jesus must have 

been referring to his soul, which has consciousness after physical death.  

This reality is promoted by Paul, who preferred to be absent from his body 

in order to be present with Christ (2 Cor. 5:8; Phil. 1:23). 
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John 12:1-19 

 

Jesus, therefore, six days before the Passover [the Jewish feast celebrating Israel’s 

exodus from Egypt], came to Bethany where Lazarus was, whom Jesus had raised 

from the dead [see John 11:43-44]. 2 So they made Him a supper there [at the home 

of Simon the leper; see Mark 14:3], and Martha was serving [as hostess]; but 

Lazarus was one of those reclining at the table with Him. 3 Mary then took a pound 

of very costly perfume of pure nard, and anointed the feet of Jesus [as well as His 

head; see Matt. 26:7-13] and wiped His feet with her hair [a picture of humility and 

adoration]; and the house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume. 4 But Judas 

Iscariot, one of His disciples, who was intending to betray Him, said, 5 “Why was 

this perfume not sold for three hundred denarii and given to poor people?” [a 

pseudo-indignation] 6 Now he said this, not because he was concerned about the 

poor, but because he was a thief, and as he had the money box, he used to pilfer 

what was put into it [Judas was angry because he had nothing to steal]. 7 Therefore 

Jesus said, “Let her alone [in her adoration], so that she may keep it for the day of 

My burial [cf. Matt. 26:12]. 8 “For you always have the poor with you [a fact of 

life], but you do not always have Me.” 9 The large crowd of the Jews then learned 

that He was there; and they came, not for Jesus’ sake only, but that they might also 

see Lazarus, whom He raised from the dead. 10 But the chief priests planned to put 

Lazarus to death also; 11 because on account of him many of the Jews were going 

away and were believing in Jesus [the chief priests wanted to kill Jesus, and 

Lazarus because his life was a testimony of Jesus]. 12 On the next day the large 

crowd who had come to the feast [possibly between two and three million pilgrims 

visited Jerusalem for the Passover], when they heard that Jesus was coming to 

Jerusalem [from Bethany], 13 took the branches of the palm trees and went out to 

meet Him, and began to shout, “Hosanna! [ὡσαννά hosanna – save, we pray] 

BLESSED IS HE WHO COMES IN THE NAME OF THE LORD [Ps. 118:26], 

even the King of Israel.” 14 Jesus, finding a young donkey, sat on it; as it is written, 
15 “FEAR NOT, DAUGHTER OF ZION; BEHOLD, YOUR KING IS COMING, 

SEATED ON A DONKEY’S COLT.” [Zech. 9:9] 16 These things His disciples did 

not understand at the first; but when Jesus was glorified [after His resurrection], 

then they remembered that these things were written of Him, and that they had 

done these things to Him [revelation precedes illumination]. 17 So the people, who 

were with Him when He called Lazarus out of the tomb and raised him from the 

dead, continued to testify about Him. 18 For this reason also the people went and 

met Him, because they heard that He had performed this sign. 19 So the Pharisees 

said to one another, “You see that you are not doing any good [ὠφελέω opheleo – 
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to help, benefit, do good]; look, the world has gone after Him [their fear produced 

an irrational perspective on life and a hostility toward the innocent].”  
 

Summary of John 12:1-19: 

 

1. The Central Idea of the Text is that Jesus welcomed Mary’s adoration for 

Him, as well as the praise of those who welcomed Him as the King of Israel.  
2. Jesus enjoyed a meal with friends at Bethany several days before He went to 

Jerusalem for the Passover (John 12:1-2).  It was during supper that Mary 

expressed adoration for Jesus by pouring a costly perfume over His feet and 

wiping them with her hair (John 12:3).  Mary was at Jesus’ feet three times: 

first, learning His word (Luke 10:38-42); second, seeking comfort when her 

brother died (John 11:31-32); and third, showing adoration by anointing His 

head and feet before His burial (John 12:1-8; cf. Matt. 26:6-7).  Judas and 

Jesus both saw Mary’s actions and had totally different responses.  Judas 

became angry (along with the other disciples; see Matt. 26:6-9), perceiving 

Mary’s actions as wasteful, and being a thief, he felt deprived of stolen 

profits he might have obtained, had the perfume been sold (John 12:6).  

Jesus welcomed Mary’s action, seeing it as an expression of adoration for 

Him, her Messiah and Savior.  The pleasant aroma of Mary’s selfless 

adoration could not overcome the stench of selfishness in Judas’ heart. 
 

When she came to the feet of Jesus, Mary took the place of a slave. 

When she undid her hair (something Jewish women did not do in 

public), she humbled herself and laid her glory at His feet (see 1 Cor. 

11:15). Of course, she was misunderstood and criticized; but that is 

what usually happens when somebody gives his or her best to the 

Lord.13 

 

Jesus entered Jerusalem according to prophetic promise (Zech. 9:9).  Many 

in Jerusalem welcomed Jesus as the King of Israel (John 12:12-15), though 

not as Savior.  The disciples did not perceive the prophetic significance of 

Jesus’ entrance into Jerusalem, but they understood later, after His 

resurrection (John 12:16).  Some who had witnessed the resuscitation of 

Lazarus were testifying of Jesus and many came to believe in Him (John 

12:17-18; cf. vss. 9-11).  The Pharisees perceived the crowds’ response to 

Jesus as contrary to their selfish authority (John 12:19).   

 
13 Warren W. Wiersbe, The Bible Exposition Commentary, vol. 1, 339. 
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3. God is sovereign (Ps. 115:3; 135:6; Isa. 46:9-10; Dan. 4:35), controlling 

kings and nations to do His will (Prov. 21:1; Dan. 2:21).  Though God never 

creates evil, He can does control those who do (John 6:70-71; 19:10-11; 

Acts 2:22-23; 4:27-28).  In sovereignty, the Father has elected some to 

salvation (John 6: 64-65; Acts 13:48; Eph. 1:4-5), illuminating them to the 

Gospel (Acts 16:14; cf. Luke 24:45-46), and providing forgiveness of sins 

(Eph. 1:7), righteousness (2 Cor. 5:21), and eternal life (John 10:28).  
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John 12:20-36 

 

Now there were some Greeks among those who were going up to worship at the 

feast [“God-fearers”]; 21 these then came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida of 

Galilee, and began to ask him, saying, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” [Positive 

volition] 22 Philip came and told Andrew; Andrew and Philip came and told Jesus. 
23 And Jesus answered them, saying, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be 

glorified [this is probably inclusive of His death, burial, resurrection and ascension 

to heaven]. 24 “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth 

and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. 25 “He who loves his 

life loses it, and he who hates his life in this world will keep it to life eternal 

[paradox: death leads to life, sacrifice leads to gain]. 26 “If [3rd class condition] 

anyone serves [διακονέω diakoneo – serve, minister – pres/act/sub] Me, he must 

follow [ἀκολουθέω akoloutheo – to follow – pres/act/imp] Me; and where I am [in 

God’s will], there My servant will be also; if anyone serves Me, the Father will 

honor him. 27 “Now My soul has become troubled [ταράσσω tarasso – to stir up, 

disturb, trouble – because of the stress of the moment]; and what shall I say, 

‘Father, save Me from this hour’? But for this purpose I came to this hour [i.e. the 

hour of His death; cf. John 2:4; 7:30; 8:20; 12:23, 27; 13:1; 17:1]. 28 “Father, 

glorify Your name.” Then a voice came out of heaven: “I have both glorified it, 

and will glorify it again.” 29 So the crowd of people who stood by and heard it were 

saying that it had thundered [suppressed the truth of God’s self-revelation]; others 

were saying, “An angel has spoken to Him.” [again, misunderstanding divine 

revelation] 30 Jesus answered and said, “This voice has not come for My sake, but 

for your sakes [God would be glorified in the death of Christ, even though others 

would not understand it]. 31 “Now judgment is upon this world [because worldly-

minded men rejected Jesus and would crucify Him]; now the ruler of this world 

will be cast out [i.e. Satan, who was behind the world’s hostility toward Christ, 

would be removed from authority]. 32 “And I, if I am lifted up from the earth 

[euphemism for crucifixion], will draw all men to Myself [i.e. all men without 

distinction; from every nation].” 33 But He was saying this to indicate the kind of 

death by which He was to die. 34 The crowd then answered Him, “We have heard 

out of the Law that the Christ is to remain forever [possibly: 2 Sam. 7:16; Ps. 

89:35-37; Isa. 9:7; Ezek. 37:25; Dan. 7:14]; and how can You say, ‘The Son of 

Man must be lifted up’? Who is this Son of Man?” [they lack a complete biblical 

perspective of the Messiah] 35 So Jesus said to them, “For a little while longer the 

Light is among you. Walk while you have the Light [of Jesus’ guidance], so that 

darkness will not overtake you; he who walks in the darkness does not know where 

he goes. 36 “While you have the Light, believe in the Light, so that you may 
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become sons of Light [i.e. children whose lives are characterized by God; cf. Eph. 

5:8-10].” These things Jesus spoke, and He went away and hid Himself from them.  

 

Summary of John 12:20-36: 

 

1. The Central Idea of the Text is that Jesus recognized His hour had come for 

him to glorify the Father by going to the cross.   

2. Jesus was rejected by the Jewish leadership (John 5:18; 10:33; 19:7), and 

would soon be rejected by the majority in Israel (John 12:34, 37).  However, 

there were many Jews who did believe in Jesus (John 12:10-11, 42), and it 

appears Gentiles were drawn to Him as well (John 12:20).  Philip and 

Andrew came to Jesus and told Him the Gentiles wished to see Him (John 

12:21-22), and this led Jesus to speak about His death which would glorify 

His Father (John 12:23).  It appears Jesus’ death hinted at the provision of 

salvation for Gentiles who would form part of the body of Christ, the church 

(see John 10:16; Eph. 2:11-19).  Jesus spoke paradoxically about dying to 

live, and sacrificing to benefit (John 12:24-26).  The sacrificial death and 

humiliation of the cross would result in God’s glory and salvation to others.  

People who love God first and value the things He values will, by 

comparison, hate the values of this world.  Though the cross was difficult to 

face, Jesus knew He was in God’s will, and sought the Father’s glory (John 

12:27; 28a).   The Father publicly affirmed Jesus’ course (John 12:28b), 

though others did not understand the Father’s revelation (John 12:29; cf. 

Rom. 1:18-21).  Divine revelation does not always lead to illumination, as 

God must open the heart to understand it (Luke 24:44-45; Acts 16:14).  

God’s revelation was for the benefit of those who heard it, because it 

affirmed the Father’s will concerning the cross.  Jesus then explained that 

judgment was upon the world (John 12:31), and this refers to Satan and his 

world-system which is hostile to God.  Satan defeated himself when he tried 

to defeat Jesus.  Jesus then explained that He was going to die by crucifixion 

(John 12:32-33); however, those who heard Him were perplexed, because 

dying on a cross did not fit their preconceived ideas about the Messiah, 

whom they believed would live forever (John 12:34).  Jesus then pressed 

upon His followers to walk in the light of His presence while they had it 

(John 12:35), explaining that those who believe in Him will become children 

of light (John 12:36; cf. John 8:12; Eph. 5:8-10).  God’s unseen providential 

hand was controlling the circumstances in the life of Christ to bring Him to 

the cross for His glory and the benefit of others.  It was God’s providence 

that put the Lord Jesus on the cross to be crucified by the hands of godless 
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men (Acts 2:23; 4:27-28).  Jesus died a substitutionary death, even for those 

who crucified Him (Rom. 3:25; 1 Cor. 15:3-4; 1 John 2:2; 4:10). 
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John 12:37-50 

 

But though He had performed so many signs before them, yet they were not 

believing in Him [miracles do not guarantee faith]. 38 This was to fulfill the word of 

Isaiah the prophet which he spoke [of foreseen unbelief]: “Lord, who has believed 

our report? [i.e. the divine message] And to whom has the arm of the Lord [i.e. His 

mighty acts] been revealed?” [Isa. 53:1; God’s miracles were revealed through 

Jesus to everyone, but were rejected by those who were negative] 39 For this reason 

they could not believe [i.e. permanent resistance], for Isaiah said again, 40 “He has 

blinded their eyes and He hardened their heart, so that they would not see with 

their eyes and perceive with their heart, and be converted and I heal them.” [Isa. 

6:10]  

 

Spiritual blindness means a person has rejected God and His Word and has 

embraced the sinful values of this world (see Isa. 44:12-20; Rom. 1:18-32).  

The preaching of God’s Word to those who are negative further hardens 

their hearts (Isa. 6:8-13; 29:10; 44:18; cf. Ex. 9:12; Rom. 9:18; 2 Thess. 2:8-

12).  Jesus and Paul both cited Isaiah 6:10 when referring to those who 

rejected God and His messengers (Matt. 13:10-15; Acts 28:16-28).  The veil 

of spiritual blindness is taken away only when a person turns to Christ as 

Savior (2 Cor. 3:12-16; 4:3-5). (SRC) 
 

These things Isaiah said because he saw His glory [i.e. Yahweh’s glory; see Isa. 

6:3], and he spoke of Him [i.e. Jesus as the Suffering Servant; see Isa. 53:1-12]. 42 

Nevertheless [in contrast to the majority of unbelievers] many even of the rulers 

believed in Him [as Messiah, and were saved], but because of the Pharisees they 

were not confessing Him, for fear that they would be put out of the synagogue [cf. 

John 19:38-40]; 43 for they loved the approval of men rather than the approval of 

God [a rebuke for living in fear]. 44 And Jesus cried out and said, “He who believes 

in Me, does not believe in Me but in Him who sent Me. 45 “He who sees Me sees 

the One who sent Me. 46 “I have come as Light into the world, so that everyone 

who believes in Me will not remain in darkness [i.e. by embracing the darkness of 

Satan’s world-system]. 47 “If anyone hears My sayings and does not keep them 

[negative volition], I do not judge him [at the present]; for I did not come to judge 

the world, but to save the world. 48 “He who rejects Me and does not receive My 

sayings, has one who judges him; the word I spoke is what will judge him at the 

last day [see Rev. 20:11-15]. 49 “For I did not speak on My own initiative, but the 

Father Himself who sent Me has given Me a commandment as to what to say and 
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what to speak. 50 “I know that His commandment is eternal life [cf. John 3:18; 

5:24]; therefore the things I speak, I speak just as the Father has told Me.” 

 

Summary of John 12:37-50: 

 

1. The Central Idea of the Text is that Jesus’ signs and teaching hardened those 

who were negative (John 12:37-41, 47-48) and softened those who were 

positive (John 12:42-46). 
2. Jesus had performed many signs as a witness that He is Messiah; however, 

no amount of evidence would suffice for those who were negative to Him 

and His message (John 12:37).  Isaiah too had experienced negative volition 

concerning the message God gave him for Israel (Isa. 6:8-13; 53:1; John 

12:38-41).  Though most did not believe in Jesus as Messiah, there were 

some who did, even among the rulers, though they loved the approval of 

men more than God (John 12:42-43).  Jesus’ final public words revealed that 

to believe in Him was the same as believing in the Father who sent Him 

(John 12:44-45).  Jesus came as the Light into a world of darkness and those 

who believe in Him are transferred to His kingdom (John 12:46; cf. Col. 

1:13-14).  Those who reject Jesus’ words will, eventually, be judged by 

those words (John 12:47-50).   
3. Because of persecution, there have been times, and are times, when God’s 

people hide (κρύπτω krupto – to hide) themselves, or are hidden by others.  

There appear to be both just and sinful reasons for hiding.  By faith, Moses’ 

parents hid him from Pharaoh (Heb. 11:23).  Obadiah hid one hundred 

prophets of the Lord and provided food and water for them (1 Kings 18:1-4).  

These were true prophets, for a false prophet would not have been afraid of 

the public hostility of Ahab and Jezebel.  It is recorded that Jesus “hid 

Himself” (κρύπτω krupto) from an attack by the Jewish leadership (John 

8:59).  Certainly there was no sin in Jesus’ action.  In contrast, it appears 

Elijah, in a state of irrational fear, ran for his life and hid in a cave (1 Kings 

19:1-10).  He thought he was the last prophet in Israel and was unaware of 

7000 faithful Israelites who had not bowed the knee to Baal (1 Kings 19:18).  

It would seem these 7000 believers were concealing their faith for fear of 

persecution; otherwise, Elijah would have known about them and not 

thought he was the last of God’s prophets (1 Ki. 19:10).  Some of the Jewish 

leadership in Jesus’ day had “believed in Him” (John 12:42a); however, 

“because of the Pharisees they were not confessing Him, for fear that they 

would be put out of the synagogue” (Joh 12:42b).  These believers chose to 

hide their faith for sinful reasons, because “they loved the approval of men 
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rather than the approval of God” (John 12:42-43).  One could argue that 

Peter was hiding from persecution when he denied the Lord three times 

(Matt. 26:33-35, 69-75).  Scripture reveals Joseph of Arimathea was “a 

disciple of Jesus, but a secret one (κρύπτω krupto) for fear of the Jews” 
(John 19:38).  However, after the crucifixion, he exposed his faith for all to 

see, and apparently did not fear oppression.  Spiritual maturity and strong 

faith leads the believer to overcome fear and to live confidently in God’s 

will, seeking God’s glory over personal protection.  
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John 13:1-17 

 

Now before the Feast of the Passover [Jesus is a wanted man; see John 11:57], 

Jesus knowing that His hour had come [cf. John 2:4; 7:30; 8:20; 12:23, 27; 13:1; 

17:1] that He should depart out of this world to the Father [after His resurrection; 

see Acts 1:9], having loved [ἀγαπάω agapao – love, commitment love, special 

devotion] His own who were in the world, He loved them to the end [τέλος telos – 

end, completion, fulfillment, uttermost]. 

 

Jesus loved His disciples by humble example (John 13:1-17), by teaching 

(John 13:18-17:26), and by dying as their substitute (John 18-19). (SRC) 

  
2 And during supper, the devil having already put into the heart of Judas Iscariot, 

the son of Simon, to betray Him [both Satan and Judas conspire to betray Jesus], 3 

Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into His hands, and that He had 

come forth from God [in hypostatic union; see John 1:1, 14], and was going back 

to God [see Acts 1:9], 4 rose from supper, and laid aside His garments; and taking a 

towel, He girded Himself about [the picture of a household slave]. 5 Then He 

poured water into the basin, and began to wash [ni,ptw nipto – to wash a part of the 

body] the disciples’ feet, and to wipe them with the towel with which He was 

girded [the disciples had recently been arguing; see Luke 22:24]. 6 And so He came 

to Simon Peter. He said to Him, “Lord, do You [You = emphatic in the Greek text] 

wash my feet?” 7 Jesus answered and said to him, “What I do you do not realize 

now, but you shall understand hereafter [lesson first, understanding later].” 8 Peter 

said to Him, “Never [ouv mh. – emphatic negative] shall You wash my feet!” [Peter 

wanted a warrior, not a humble servant; see Mark 10:45; cf. Rev. 19:11-18] Jesus 

answered him, “If I do not wash you, you have no part [meros – participation, or 

fellowship with another; cf. 2 Cor. 6:14-15] with Me.” 9 Simon Peter said to Him, 

“Lord, not my feet only, but also my hands and my head.” 10 Jesus said to him, “He 

who has bathed [lou,w louo – to wash the whole body; a picture of salvation; see 

Titus 3:5] needs only to wash his feet [ni,ptw nipto – to wash a part of the body; a 

picture of restored fellowship; see 1 John 1:9], but is completely clean [saved]; and 

you are clean, but not all of you.” [Judas was not bathed/clean, i.e. saved] 11 For He 

knew the one who was betraying Him [because He had chosen him for that 

purpose; see John 6:70-71]; for this reason He said, “Not all of you are clean.” 12 

And so when He had washed their feet, and taken His garments, and reclined at the 

table again, He said to them, “Do you know what I have done to you? 13 “You call 

Me Teacher and Lord [higher positions]; and you are right, for so I am. 14 “If I 

then, the Lord and the Teacher [who is great in your estimation], washed your feet, 
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you also ought to wash one another’s feet [i.e. forgive and serve each other]. 15 

“For I gave you an example [of forgiveness and sacrificial service] that you also 

should do as I did to you.” [see Eph. 4:32; Phil. 2:3-4; 1 Pet. 5:5] 16 “Truly, truly, I 

say to you, a slave is not greater than his master [among believers]; neither is one 

who is sent greater than the one who sent him. 17 “If you know these things [learn 

the lesson], you are blessed if you do them [live the lesson]. 

 

Summary of John 13:1-17: 

 

1. The Central Idea of the Text is that Jesus provided an object lesson for the 

disciples that demonstrated forgiveness and humble service to others.   

2. Jesus was under great pressure, knowing He was about to suffer crucifixion 

(Matt. 26:37-38); yet, He kept focus and demonstrated love and humility toward 

the disciples.  Jesus willingly laid aside His garments and put on the garments 

of a slave in order to teach humility.  No one forced Jesus into service, but 

rather, He humbled Himself and became the servant of others (Mark 10:45; 

Philip. 2:3-8).  Laying aside His garments and taking the towel of a humble 

servant was analogous to God the Son coming into the world and taking upon 

Himself humanity.  The Christian learns humility by looking to Christ.   

3. Jesus’ object lesson is a picture of forgiveness and humble service to the 

undeserving.  Jesus stated to His disciples, “If I then, the Lord and the Teacher, 

washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet” (John 13:14).  

Here, the Lord instructed His disciples to forgive and humbly serve each other 

(cf. Eph. 4:32; Col. 3:12-13; 1 Pet. 5:5).  In relation to God, Christian humility 

is not a sense of worthlessness, but unworthiness of the Lord’s love and 

blessings (Eph. 2:8-9).  In relation to others, humility is not thinking less of self, 

but more of others (Philip. 2:3-4).  True Christian humility is voluntary—or 

self-imposed—as the believer surrenders his personal desires in loving service 

to others for their spiritual and material benefit.  Humility has the notion of 

child-like dependence, as Jesus taught His disciples (Matt. 18:3-4).  The 

greatest display of humility is found in God the Son who left His glory in 

heaven (Phi. 2:5-8; cf. John 17:5), became a man (John 1:1, 14; Heb. 10:5), 

became the servant of others (Mark 10:45; John 13:1-17), and ultimately 

“humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a 

cross” (Phi. 2:8).  The glory of humility is seen at the cross (John 12:23, 32-33), 

where Jesus gave His life as an atoning substitutionary sacrifice for others 

(Rom. 5:6-10; 1 Cor. 15:3-4; 2 Pet. 3:18). 
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John 13:18-38 

 

“I do not speak of all of you [Judas excluded]. I know the ones I have chosen; but 

it is that the Scripture may be fulfilled, ‘HE WHO EATS MY BREAD HAS 

LIFTED UP HIS HEEL AGAINST ME.’ [betrayed by an intimate friend; cf. Ps. 

41:9; 2 Sam. 15:12; 17:23] 19 “From now on I am telling you before it comes to 

pass [predictive prophecy], so that when it does occur, you may believe that I am 

He [Jesus’ predictive words would strengthen their faith]. 20 “Truly, truly, I say to 

you, he who receives whomever I send receives Me; and he who receives Me 

receives Him who sent Me.” 21 When Jesus had said this, He became troubled in 

spirit, and testified and said, “Truly, truly, I say to you, that one of you will betray 

Me.” 22 The disciples began looking at one another, at a loss to know of which one 

He was speaking [they did not suspect Judas, even though Jesus had previously 

stated an enemy was among them; see John 6:70-71]. 23 There was reclining on 

Jesus’ bosom one of His disciples, whom Jesus loved [the apostle John; see John 

21:20-24]. 24 So Simon Peter gestured to him, and said to him, “Tell us who it is of 

whom He is speaking.” [Peter hopes to identify the betrayer] 25 He, leaning back 

thus on Jesus’ bosom, said to Him, “Lord, who is it?” 26 Jesus then answered, 

“That is the one for whom I shall dip the morsel and give it to him [Judas was 

close to Jesus].” So when He had dipped the morsel, He took and gave it to Judas, 

the son of Simon Iscariot [this was Jesus’ last act of grace toward Judas]. 27 After 

the morsel, Satan then entered into him [advancing his agenda through Judas; see 

John 13:2]. Therefore Jesus said to him, “What you do, do quickly.” 28 Now no one 

of those reclining at the table knew for what purpose He had said this to him. 29 

For some were supposing [incorrectly], because Judas had the money box, that 

Jesus was saying to him, “Buy the things we have need of for the feast”; or else, 

that he should give something to the poor [Jesus permitted their wrong 

assumptions about Judas; lest someone try to stop him]. 30 So after receiving the 

morsel [i.e. the Lord’s gracious provision] he went out immediately [rejecting 

grace]; and it was night [Judas left the Light of the world—John 8:12—to enter a 

world of darkness—John 3:19]. 31 Therefore when he had gone out, Jesus said [this 

begins His discourse to the eleven remaining disciples], “Now is the Son of Man 

glorified [by doing the Father’s will; see John 17:4], and God is glorified in Him; 32 

if God is glorified in Him [and He is], God will also glorify Him in Himself [i.e. 

ensuring Jesus receives appropriate honor], and will glorify Him immediately 

[through resurrection and ascension]. 33 “Little children [τεκνίον teknion – a little 

child – here a term of affection], I am with you a little while longer. You will seek 

Me; and as I said to the Jews [see John 7:33-36], now I also say to you, ‘Where I 

am going, you cannot come [for the moment].’ 34 “A new commandment [ἐντολή 
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entole – an injunction, order, command] I give to you, that you love [ἀγαπάω 

agapao – commitment love, special devotion – pres/act/sub] one another, even as I 

have loved you [Jesus is the model for Christian love], that you also love one 

another [see 1 John 3:16]. 35 “By this all men will know that you are My disciples, 

if you have love for one another.” 36 Simon Peter said to Him [seemingly ignoring 

Jesus’ words about love and focusing on His departure], “Lord, where are You 

going?” Jesus answered, “Where I go, you cannot follow Me now; but you will 

follow later [after death; see John 21:18-19; 2 Pet. 1:13-15].” 37 Peter said to Him, 

“Lord, why can I not follow You right now? I will lay down my life for You.” [an 

untested statement] 38 Jesus answered, “Will you lay down your life for Me? Truly, 

truly, I say to you, a rooster will not crow until you deny Me three times. 

 

Summary of John 13:18-38: 

 

1. The Central Idea of the Text is that Jesus focuses on glorifying the Father 

and teaching the disciples to love one another.  
2. While eating with His disciples, Jesus identified Judas as the one who would 

betray Him; a betrayal that ultimately served God’s purpose for Jesus to go 

to the cross and die a substitutionary death.  Judas was the consummate 

hypocrite, for none of his friends suspected him of evil intent.  For years, 

Judas accepted Jesus’ gracious provision for him, but not His love. The 

Giver of grace found no place in the heart of Judas.  Jesus called Judas to 

walk with Him, knowing he would betray Him (John 6:70-71), and He 

protected his identity throughout His years of ministry, permitting the 

disciples to have false assumptions about him, right up the end (John 13:21-

22).  If the disciples had known Judas’ true identity, it’s possible they would 

have turned against Judas, much like Peter turned against Malchus (John 

18:10).  After receiving the morsel of bread, Satan entered Judas and both 

set their wills against Jesus; however, Jesus was in control of the situation, 

using both to bring about the cross.  After revealing Judas’ identity to John, 

Jesus sent Judas out to betray Him (John 13:27).  Jesus sought the Father’s 

glory by doing His will (John 13:31-32; cf. John 17:4), and teaching the 

disciples to love one another as He had loved them (John 13:31-35).  Peter 

seemingly ignored Jesus’ words about love and expressed a concern about 

His going away.  Jesus graciously comforted Peter by stating that he would 

be separated only for a short time and would be joined to Him later (John 

13:36).  Peter then claimed he would die for the Lord, but Jesus explained 

that Peter would actually deny Him three times (John 13:37-38). 
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3. Love is an act of the will that obeys God and seeks His best in others.  God 

commanded the Israelites to “love the LORD your God with all your heart 

and with all your soul and with all your might” (Deut. 6:5) and to “love your 

neighbor as yourself” (Lev. 19:18).  Jesus provided a new commandment to 

love as He loves (John 13:34-35; 15:12).  Jesus’ love modeled obedience to 

the Father (John 14:31), commitment to His disciples (John 13:1), and 

humility and sacrifice for the undeserving (John 13:1-17; 1 John 3:16).  

Christian love is modeled on the life and teaching of Jesus Christ (Matt. 

5:44-47; Luke 6:32-35; John 13:34; 14:15; 15:12; 1 Cor. 13:4-8a; Eph. 5:1-

2; 1 John 3:23; 4:10-11). 
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John 14:1-14 

 

“Do not let your heart be troubled [ταράσσω tarasso – disturbed, troubled – 

pres/pass/imp]; believe [πιστεύω pisteuo – pres/act/imp] in God, believe [πιστεύω 

pisteuo – pres/act/imp] also in Me [faith in God provides stability in uncertainty]. 2 

“In My Father’s house are many dwelling places; if it were not so, I would have 

told you; for I go to prepare a place for you [in heaven]. 3 “If I go and prepare a 

place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself [at the Rapture; cf. 1 

Cor. 15:51-53; 1 Thess. 4:13-18], that where I am, there you may be also [Jesus 

wants them there; see John 17:24]. 4 “And you know the way where I am going.” 5 

Thomas said to Him, “Lord, we do not know where You are going, how do we 

know the way?” [similar to Peter’s questions; see John 13:36] 6 Jesus said to him, 

“I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but through 

Me [heaven is promised exclusively through Jesus; cf. Acts 4:12; 1 Tim. 2:5]. 7 “If 

you had known Me, you would have known My Father also; from now on you 

know Him, and have seen Him.” 8 Philip said to Him, “Lord, show us the Father, 

and it is enough for us [a request for special revelation].” 9 Jesus said to him, 

“Have I been so long with you, and yet you have not come to know Me, Philip? He 

who has seen Me has seen the Father [to know Jesus is to know the Father]; how 

can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10 “Do you not believe that I am in the Father, 

and the Father is in Me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on My own 

initiative, but the Father abiding in Me does His works. 11 “Believe Me that I am in 

the Father and the Father is in Me; otherwise believe because of the works 

themselves. 12 “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that I 

do, he will do also; and greater works than these he will do [greater in quantity, not 

quality]; because I go to the Father [cf. vss. 1-3]. 13 “Whatever you ask in My name 

[i.e. prayer that agrees with the character and will of Jesus], that will I do, so that 

[purpose clause] the Father may be glorified in the Son [the prayers should seek 

God’s glory, not personal interest]. 14 “If you ask Me anything in My name, I will 

do it [cf. John 15:16; 16:23-24; 1 John 5:14-15]. 

 

Summary of John 14:1-14: 

 

1. The Central Idea of the Text is that Jesus comforts His disciples by telling 

them He’s going to prepare a place for them in Heaven, that He is the Way 

to get there, and that they should believe in Him and pray in His name.  
2. Jesus had been rejected by the leaders of Israel (John 11:57), and He’d told 

the disciples He was going to die (John 12:32-33; cf. Matt. 17:22-23; 20:17-

19), that one of them would betray Him (John 13:21), that He was leaving 
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them (John 13:33), and that Peter would deny Him three times (John 13:38).  

All of this troubled the disciples.  Though Jesus is facing the cross, He seeks 

to comfort His troubled disciples by having them look to Him in faith.  Jesus 

also points them to the future in heaven, where He is going to prepare a 

place for them and will return to take them there (John 14:1-4).  Thomas 

asks about the way, and Jesus declares, “I am the way, and the truth, and the 

life; no one comes to the Father but through Me” (John 14:6).  The early 

church was called the Way because of its identification with Jesus (see Acts 

9:2; 19:9, 23; 22:4; 24:14, 22).  Philip asks to see the Father—a theophany—

and Jesus explains that if one has known Him, he also knows the Father.  

This is because Jesus and the Father are closely identified, and the works of 

the Father can be seen in Jesus (John 14:7-11).  Jesus then points out that 

because He is going to the Father, that His disciples will perform greater 

works than He’d performed, and that whatever they asked in His name, that 

He would do for them (John 14:12-14).  To pray in Jesus’ name means to 

pray according to His will (see 1 John 5:14-15). 

3. The events leading up to the cross—and Jesus’ words about leaving them—

had shaken the disciples and Jesus knew it.  Their souls had become 

troubled and Jesus sought to stabilize them by strengthening their faith.  The 

word troubled translates the Greek verb ταράσσω tarasso, which means “to 

cause inward turmoil, stir up, disturb, unsettle, throw into confusion.”14  The 

passive form of the verb means they had received troubling circumstances 

into their souls.  The pressures of life are inevitable and none of us are 

completely impervious to them.  Even Jesus—in His humanity—was 

troubled when facing the cross (John 12:27; 13:21); however, He was 

sustained by keeping focus on the Father’s will (John 4:34; 5:30; John 6:38; 

cf. Matt. 26:39), and there was joy in the midst of the trial (Heb. 12:2).  Each 

believer is responsible for what he/she allows to enter their heart (Prov. 

4:23).  Adversity is unavoidable, but how we handle it is optional.  The 

believer cannot always control negative circumstances, but neither does 

he/she have to be controlled by them.  God’s Word—applied by faith—

provides a shield for the soul that can stabilize the believer in times of 

adversity (Eph. 6:16; 1 Pet. 5:8-9; 1 John 5:4). Mental and emotional 

stability is obtained when the believer looks to God (Prov. 3:5-6; Isa. 26:3-4; 

Jer. 17:7-8), learns His Word (2 Tim. 2:15; 3:16-17; 1 Pet. 2:2; 2 Pet. 3:18), 

walks in dependence on the Holy Spirit (Eph. 5:18; Gal. 5:16, 25), lives by 

 
14 William Arndt, Frederick W. Danker, and Walter Bauer, A Greek-English Lexicon of the New 

Testament and Other Early Christian Literature (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2000), 990. 
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faith (Heb. 10:38; 11:1, 6), becomes thankful for adversity (Rom. 5:3-5; 

Eph. 5:20; 2 Cor. 12:7-10; Jam. 1:2-4), develops a discipline of prayer (Col. 

4:2; Phil. 4:6-7; 1 Thess. 5:17), and learns to focus on God in everything (2 

Cor. 10:5; Phil. 4:8; Col. 3:1-2).  
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John 14:15-31 

 

“If [3rd class] you love Me [ἀγαπάω agapao – love – pres/act/sub], you will keep 

My commandments [ἐντολή entole – order, command; cf. John 14:21, 23; 1 John 

2:3; 5:3]. 16 “I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Helper 

[παράκλητος parakletos – comforter, advocate, helper; cf. 1 John 2:1], that He 

may be with you forever; 17 that is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot 

receive, because it does not see Him or know Him, but you know Him because He 

abides with you and will be [εἰμί eimi – to be – fut/mid/ind] in you [the future 

ministry of the Holy Spirit; see John 7:39; 14:26; 15:26; 16:7]. 18 “I will not leave 

you as orphans [i.e. helpless]; I will come to you. 19 “After a little while the world 

will no longer see Me, but you will see Me [likely an allusion to His resurrection]; 

because I live, you will live also. 20 “In that day [of Jesus’ resurrection] you will 

know that I am in My Father, and you in Me, and I in you. 21 “He who has My 

commandments and keeps them is the one who loves Me; and he who loves Me 

will be loved by My Father, and I will love him and will disclose Myself to him 

[i.e. revelation to the one who loves Jesus].” 22 Judas (not Iscariot) said to Him [the 

fourth interruption in Jesus’ lesson; 1) Peter, John 13:36; 2) Thomas, John 14:5; 3) 

Philip, John 14:8; 4) Judas, John 14:22], “Lord, what then has happened that You 

are going to disclose Yourself to us and not to the world?” 23 Jesus answered and 

said to him, “If [3rd class] anyone loves Me [ἀγαπάω agapao – love – pres/act/sub], 

he will keep My word; and My Father will love him, and We will come to him and 

make Our abode with him. 24 “He who does not love Me does not keep My words; 

and the word which you hear is not Mine, but the Father’s who sent Me. 25 “These 

things I have spoken to you while abiding with you. 26 “But the Helper 

[παράκλητος parakletos – comforter, advocate, helper – One who helps to do 

God’s will], the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach 

you all things, and bring to your remembrance all that I said to you [He will 

illumine what is presently obscure]. 27 “Peace I leave with you; My peace I give to 

you; not as the world gives do I give to you. Do not let your heart be troubled 

[ταράσσω tarasso – disturbed, troubled – pres/pass/imp – do not receive trouble; 

cf. John 14:1], nor let it be fearful [δειλιάω deiliao – fearful, cowardly, 

discouraged – pres/act/imp – do not act cowardly]. 28 “You heard that I said to you, 

‘I go away, and I will come to you [troubling news].’ If [2nd class] you loved Me 

[implying they don’t love Him as they should], you would have rejoiced [as an 

indication of love] because I go to the Father, for the Father is greater than I [in 

rank, not essence]. 29 “Now I have told you before it happens, so that when it 

happens, you may believe [Jesus’ prophetic words would strengthen the disciples’ 

faith; cf. John 13:19; 20:28]. 30 “I will not speak much more with you, for the ruler 
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of the world [i.e. Satan; cf. John 12:31] is coming, and he has nothing in Me 

[Hebraism – no legal claim on me]; 31 but so that the world may know that I love 

the Father, I do exactly as the Father commanded Me [Jesus’ obedience to the 

Father is an indication of His love]. Get up, let us go from here. 

 

Summary of John 14:15-31: 

 

1. The Central Idea of the Text is that Jesus reveals that those who love Him 

will obey Him, just as He loves and obeys the Father (John 14:15, 21, 23-24, 

31).  
2. Jesus was leaving His disciples, but He was not leaving them defenseless.  

He would request the Father to send the Holy Spirit in His place to help the 

disciples continue in His will (John 14:16-18).  The disciples would see 

Jesus after His resurrection, and this would prove Jesus’ words that He and 

the Father are closely united (John 14:19-20).  Jesus reiterated that those 

who love Him will keep His commandments (John 14:21).  Judas (not 

Iscariot) was confused that Jesus would not disclose Himself to the world 

(John 14:22), most likely because he understood Messiah would be a public 

figure (see Matt. 24:30).  It appears Jesus did not answer Judas’ question, 

but stayed on course concerning loving-obedience and the coming ministry 

role of the Holy Spirit (John 14:23-26).  Jesus provided relational peace with 

God (John 14:27; cf. Rom. 5:1), which gives mental peace (Phil. 4:7).  Jesus 

reiterated that He was going back to the Father (John 14:28a; cf. John 13:33; 

14:1-3), but their lack of love kept them from rejoicing over this news (John 

14:28b).  Jesus explained that His prophetic words—after they came to 

pass—would strengthen their faith (John 14:29).  Satan’s powerful forces 

were marshalled against Jesus to attack and crucify Him; however, Jesus 

declared that Satan had no legal claim on Him (John 14:30).  Lastly, the 

world would know Jesus loved the Father because of His obedience to Him 

(John 14:31). 
3. God is love (1 John 4:8), and He demonstrated His love for us through His 

Son, Jesus, who humbled Himself to do the Father’s will (Mark 10:45; Phil. 

2:5-8).  God loved us and gave His Son to die for us (John 3:16; Rom. 5:8; 1 

John 4:10).  He loved us while we were helpless sinners who were in a state 

of hostility toward Him (Rom. 5:6-10).  He loved us while we were dead in 

our sins, under wrath, and living in disobedience (Eph. 2:1-3).  The benefits 

of God’s love for those who believe include: forgiveness of sins (Eph. 1:7), 

eternal life (John 10:28), the gift of righteousness (Rom. 5:17; 2 Cor. 5:21; 

Phil. 3:9), justification before God (Rom. 3:24-28; 8:33-34), peace with God 
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(Rom. 5:1), spiritual blessings (Eph. 1:3), union with the body of Christ 

(Eph. 1:22-23; Col. 1:18), the indwelling and sealing of the Holy Spirit (1 

Cor. 3:16; 6:19; Eph. 1:13), deliverance from the domain of darkness (Col. 

1:13), citizenship in heaven (Philip. 3:20), a future resurrection body (1 Cor. 

15:50-58), and a future home in heaven (John 14:1-3).  The more we 

understand and accept His love for us, the more our lives will respond in 

thankful-obedience to Him (John 14:15, 21, 23-24, 31; 1 John 2:3; 5:3), and 

will manifest love to others (1 John 4:11, 19-21), even our enemies (Matt. 

5:44-45; Luke 6:27-28; 35).   
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John 15:1-17 

 

“I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser [Jesus truly represented what 

God intended for Israel; see Isa. 5:1-7]. 2 “Every branch in Me that does not bear 

fruit, He takes away [αἴρω airo – can mean either: 1) to take away – see John 20:2, 

or 2) to raise up – see John 8:59]; and every branch that bears fruit, He prunes it so 

that it may bear more fruit [progression of no fruit, fruit, more fruit]. 3 “You are 

already clean [i.e. saved; see John 13:10] because of the word which I have spoken 

to you. 4 “Abide in Me [μένω meno – to stay, abide, remain – aor/act/imp], and I in 

you [i.e. keep His commandments; see John 15:10]. As the branch cannot bear fruit 

of itself unless it abides in the vine, so neither can you [produce fruit] unless you 

abide in Me [i.e. walk in His commands]. 5 “I am the vine [i.e. source of life], you 

are the branches; he who abides in Me and I in him, he bears much fruit [cf. Gal. 

5:22-23], for apart from Me you can do nothing [to produce fruit]. 6 “If [3rd class] 

anyone does not abide in Me [i.e. obey Jesus’ commands], he is thrown away as a 

branch and dries up [i.e. becomes useless]; and they gather them, and cast them 

into the fire and they are burned [perhaps at the judgment seat of Christ; see 1 Cor. 

3:15]. 7 “If [3rd class] you abide in Me, and My words abide in you [i.e. Christ’s 

commands], ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you [cf. John 14:13-

14]. 8 “My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit, and so prove to be 

My disciples [bearing fruit is the proof of discipleship]. 9 “Just as the Father has 

loved Me, I have also loved you; abide in My love [μένω meno – to stay, abide, 

remain – aor/act/imp]. 10 “If you keep My commandments, you will abide in My 

love [cf. John 14:15, 23]; just as I have kept My Father’s commandments and 

abide in His love [cf. John 4:34; 6:38; 8:29; 14:31]. 11 “These things I have spoken 

to you so that My joy may be in you, and that your joy may be made full [joy 

belongs to the obedient believer]. 12 “This is My commandment, that you love one 

another, just as I have loved you [Jesus’ primary command; see John 13:34; 15:17 

1 John 3:23]. 13 “Greater love has no one than this, that one lay down his life for 

his friends [as Jesus would do, according to the Father’s command; see John 10:18; 

14:31]. 14 “You are My friends if [3rd. class] you do what I command you. 15 “No 

longer do I call you slaves [δοῦλος doulos – slave, servant – one who does the will 

of another], for the slave does not know what his master is doing [is ignorant of 

intimate details]; but I have called you friends [intimate term], for all things that I 

have heard from My Father I have made known to you [shared privileged 

information]. 16 “You did not choose Me but I chose you [contrary to custom, as 

students normally chose their teacher], and appointed you that you would go and 

bear fruit, and that your fruit would remain [into eternity], so that whatever you 
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ask of the Father in My name He may give to you [prayer precedes fruit]. 17 “This I 

command you, that you love one another.” 

 

Summary of John 15:1-17: 

 

1. The Central Idea of the Text is that Jesus commands His disciples to abide in 

Him that they might bear fruit (John 15:1-10), and His primary command is 

that they love one another (John 15:12, 17).  
2. Jesus presented Himself metaphorically as the true vine and His Father as the 

vinedresser (John 15:1). The metaphor originally referred to Israel as a 

divinely planted vine that should have produced the fruit of obedience, 

righteousness and justice; but instead, it produced bloodshed and a cry of 

distress (Isa. 5:1-7). Jesus is the true vine in that He obeyed God and bore the 

fruit that Israel should have produced. Jesus spoke of no fruit, fruit, and more 

fruit (John 15:2), which implies stages of productivity in the life of an 

obedient believer. Jesus also explained that every branch that does not bear 

fruit is taken away (John 15:2). The Greek verb αἴρω airo—translated takes 

away—can mean either to take away (John 20:2) or to raise up (John 8:59). 

The former is a picture of judgment, whereas the latter a picture of 

encouragement. The former seems consistent with the language of the text 

(John 15:6). The metaphor of fire is a picture of judgment, which can occur in 

this life (1 Cor. 11:30; 1 John 5:16), as well as the next (1 Cor. 3:10-15), but it 

is not a judgment that results in the loss of salvation, which is guaranteed by 

Christ (John 6:37; 10:27-29). Jesus explained that those who abide in Him 

will produce fruit. To abide in Christ means the believer stays with Christ and 

obeys His word (John 15:10). Fruit is the outward evidence of inward spiritual 

health and is produced for the benefit of others. Fruit comes in the life of the 

believer who walks with Christ (John 15:4). Good fruit refers to one’s 

character (Gal. 5:22-23), good works (Col. 1:9-10), good words (Prov. 10:21; 

11:30), and praise to God (Heb. 13:15). The fruit of an abiding believer is 

seen in a transformed life (John 15:2; cf. Gal. 5:22-23), answered prayer (John 

15:7), an attitude of joy (John 15:11), and love for others (John 15:9, 12-13, 

17). Jesus commands His disciples to love each other (John 15:12), and He 

identifies self-sacrifice as love’s greatest expression (John 15:13); something 

Jesus would model for them. Jesus loved His disciples by example (John 13:1-

17), by teaching (John 13:18-17:26), by ensuring they were provided for after 

His departure (John 14:16-17), and by dying as their substitute (John 18-19). 

Our love for others is modeled on Jesus’ love for us.   
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3. Jesus had called His disciples slaves/servants, but now called them friends 

(John 15:13-15). Servants and friends both do what’s asked of them, but 

friends share intimate knowledge and love. To be a servant of God meant that 

the Lord had called one to participate in His plans (see Jer. 7:25; 25:4; 29:19). 

Abraham and Moses were both called servants of God (Gen. 26:24; Ex. 14:31) 

as well as friends of God (cf. Isa. 41:8; Gen. 18:17; Ex. 33:11), and this 

because God had shared intimate knowledge with them. Those whom God 

loves He blesses with intimate knowledge of Himself, His plans, and gives 

opportunity to serve.  This knowledge comes through Scripture, and acts of 

providence scripturally discerned.  
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John 15:18-27 

 

“If [1st class] the world hates you, you know that it has hated Me before it hated 

you [cf. 1 John 3:13]. 19 “If [2nd class] you were of the world, the world would love 

its own; but because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, 

because of this the world hates you [Jesus leaves them in the world; see John 

16:33; 17:14-16; 1 John 3:13; 4:5-6]. 20 “Remember the word that I said to you, ‘A 

slave is not greater than his master.’ If [1st class] they persecuted Me, they will also 

persecute you [as a sign of unbelief]; if [1st class] they kept My word, they will 

keep yours also [as a sign of faith]. 21 “But all these things they [unbelievers] will 

do to you for My name’s sake [i.e. hate the Christian because of Christ], because 

they do not know the One who sent Me. 22 “If [2nd class] I had not come and 

spoken to them [but He has], they would not have sin [i.e. the sin of not believing 

in Jesus; see John 16:7-9], but now they have no excuse for their sin [for rejecting 

Jesus as Messiah]. 23 “He who hates Me hates My Father also. 24 “If I had not done 

among them the works which no one else did, they would not have sin [i.e. the sin 

of rejecting Jesus as Messiah]; but now they have both seen [ὁράω horao – to see, 

perceive – per/act/ind] and hated [μισέω miseo – to hate – per/act/ind] Me and My 

Father as well. 25 “But they have done this to fulfill the word that is written in their 

Law, ‘THEY HATED ME WITHOUT A CAUSE.’ [i.e. without a rational basis; 

Ps. 69:4] 26 “When the Helper [παράκλητος parakletos – advocate, helper] comes, 

whom I will send to you from the Father, that is the Spirit of truth who proceeds 

from the Father, He will testify [μαρτυρέω martureo – bear witness] about Me, 27 

and you will testify also [μαρτυρέω martureo – bear witness with the Holy Spirit], 

because you have been with Me from the beginning. 

 

Summary: 

 

1. The Central Idea of the Text is that Jesus warns His disciples they will be 

hated and persecuted because He has chosen them out of world (John 15:18-

20).  There is no rational excuse for those who hate Jesus and reject Him as 

Savior.  Jesus’ words and works testified to His being the Messiah sent from 

God the Father (John 15:21-25).  The Holy Spirit, whom Jesus and the 

Father would send, would testify of Him (John 15:26), and believers who 

walk with Christ will bear witness as well (John 15:27). 
2. Since the Fall of Adam, God has temporarily granted Satan permission to 

govern this world (Matt. 4:8-9; John 12:31; 14:30; 16:11; 2 Cor. 4:4; Eph. 

6:12; 1 John 5:19).  Satan, and those who follow him (both demons and 

people), are ultimately under God’s sovereign control, and even their evil 
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plans and actions are used for His good purposes (Gen. 50:20; Ps. 76:10; Job 

1:6-12; Acts 2:22-23; 4:27-28; Rom. 8:28; 2 Cor. 12:7-10).  Satan governs 

by means of a system he’s created, which Scripture calls the κόσμος kosmos.  

The world, or world-system, consists of those philosophies, values and 

practices that influence humanity to think and behave contrary to God and 

His Word.   
 

The kosmos is a vast order or system that Satan has promoted which 

conforms to his ideals, aims, and methods. It is civilization now 

functioning apart from God-a civilization in which none of its 

promoters really expect God to share; who assign to God no 

consideration in respect to their projects, nor do they ascribe any 

causality to Him. This system embraces its godless governments, 

conflicts, armaments, jealousies; its education, culture, religions of 

morality, and pride. It is that sphere in which man lives. It is what he 

sees, what he employs. To the uncounted multitude it is all they ever 

know so long as they live on this earth. It is properly styled “The 

Satanic System” which phrase is in many instances a justified 

interpretation of the so-meaningful word, kosmos.15 

 

Satan’s world-system is not changeable and cannot be modified to conform 

to God’s will.  At the core of Satan’s world-system is a directive for 

mankind to function apart from God.  Worldly-minded persons embrace 

Satan’s system and love their own because they share the same values of 

selfishness that exclude God.  By promoting the gospel and biblical 

teaching, Christians disrupt Satan’s kingdom by calling out of it a people for 

God.  When a person comes to Christ for salvation, they are transferred from 

Satan’s kingdom of darkness to the kingdom of God’s Son (Acts 26:18; Col. 

1:13-14), and become ambassadors for Christ (2 Cor. 5:20).  The lifetime of 

worldly thinking that shaped our values and behaviors are not suddenly 

eradicated at the moment of salvation.  Rather, God calls us to be 

transformed in our thinking by renewing our minds and living by faith in His 

Word (Rom. 12:1-2).  Though Christians have the capacity, we are not to 

love the world (John 16:33; 17:14-16; 1 John 2:15).  The Christian who 

loves the world makes himself the enemy of God (Jam. 4:4).  Those who 

love God and His Word share a mutual love for each other.  By learning 

God’s Word, Christians can identify worldly conversations and either avoid 

 
15 Lewis S. Chafer, “Angelology Part 4” Bibliotheca Sacra 99 (1942): 282-283. 
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them or disrupt them by interjecting biblical truth.  This should be done in 

love and grace (Eph. 4:15; Col. 4:6), not by argumentation (2 Tim. 2:24-26).  

When we learn God’s Word, obey His commands, and show love to others, 

we are rebelling against Satan’s world-system and sowing the seeds of 

spiritual insurrection in the lives of those who live and walk in Satan’s 

kingdom.   
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John 16:1-15 

 

“These things [concerning the world’s hatred] I have spoken to you so that you 

may be kept from stumbling [σκανδαλίζω skandalizo – to put a snare, to fall, 

cause to stumble]. 2 “They [hostile Jewish unbelievers] will make you outcasts 

from the synagogue [i.e. hurt you publicly], but an hour is coming for everyone 

who kills you to think that he is offering service to God [see Acts 7:58-60; 9:1-2 

12:2-3]. 3 “These things they will do because they have not known the Father or 

Me [because they belong to Satan’s world-system]. 4 “But these things I have 

spoken to you, so that when their hour comes [“their hour” = their permitted time 

to persecute], you may remember that I told you of them. These things [i.e. coming 

persecutions] I did not say to you at the beginning, because I was with you [and the 

persecutions were directed at Jesus]. 5 “But now I am going to Him who sent Me 

[cf. John 7:33; 13:33; 14:5]; and none of you asks Me, ‘Where are You going?’ 

[Peter and Thomas had previously asked about Jesus’ departure; John 13:36; 14:5, 

but apparently it was in protest, not authentic concern about His destination] 6 “But 

because I have said these things to you [concerning His departure], sorrow has 

filled your heart [they had difficulty seeing their life without His presence]. 7 “But 

I tell you the truth [contrary to their sorrow], it is to your advantage [συμφέρω 

sumphero – to bring together, advantage, profit] that I go away; for if I do not go 

away, the Helper will not come to you; but if I go, I will send [πέμπω pempo – to 

send – fut/act/ind] Him to you [news about the coming Holy Spirit was intended to 

dislodge the sorrow caused by the news of His departure]. 8 “And He, when He 

comes [in special ministry], will convict [ἐλέγχω elegcho – to expose, convict, 

prove wrong] the world concerning sin and righteousness and judgment; 9 

concerning sin [ἁμαρτία hamartia – to miss the mark, sin, fail – singular noun], 

because they do not believe in Me [as Messiah and Savior]; 10 and concerning 

righteousness [i.e. the righteousness of Jesus], because I go to the Father and you 

no longer see Me; 11 and concerning judgment [of Satan], because the ruler of this 

world has been judged [and found guilty; see John 12:31; 14:30]. 12 “I have many 

more things to say to you [intending to provide further revelation], but you cannot 

bear them now [their hearts were not ready]. 13 “But when He, the Spirit of truth, 

comes, He will guide you into all the truth; for He will not speak on His own 

initiative [i.e. independently of the Father and Son], but whatever He hears [i.e. in 

discussion with the Father and Son], He will speak; and He will disclose to you 

what is to come. 14 “He will glorify Me [i.e. magnify Christ], for He will take of 

Mine and will disclose it to you. 15 “All things that the Father has are Mine; 

therefore I said that He takes of Mine and will disclose it to you. 
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Summary of John 16:1-15: 

 

1. The Central Idea of the Text is that Jesus warns His disciples about future 

persecution and that the Holy Spirit will come and minister to them.  
2. Jesus warned His disciples of future persecution so they would not stumble 

and fall away from the faith when it came (John 16:1-4).  Jesus also revealed 

that He was going to leave them and go back to the Father (John 16:5), and 

this caused them sorrow (John 16:6).  Jesus explained that it was to their 

advantage that He leave (John 16:7), for His departure would inaugurate the 

future ministry of the Holy Spirit, Who will convict the world concerning 

sin, righteousness and judgment (John 16:8-11).  Jesus had other things to 

reveal to the disciples, but the coming Holy Spirit would be the One to 

communicate that knowledge (John 16:12-15). 
3. Prior to the coming of God the Son into the world (John 1:1, 14), God the 

Holy Spirit had been active in the lives of saints such as Artisans (Ex. 31:1-

5), Judges (Num. 11:25-29; Jud. 3:9-10), Prophets (Ezek. 2:2), and Kings (1 

Sam. 10:6; 16:13).  Also, He did not indwell every believer, and could be 

removed as an act of divine discipline (1 Sam. 16:14-16; Ps. 51:11).  The 

coming of God the Son into the world marked a shift in human history (John 

1:1, 14, 18), and God the Holy Spirit was involved in His human conception 

(Luke 1:26-35), sustained Him during His time of ministry (Luke 4:14; cf. 

Matt. 12:28; Mark 1:10-12), and upheld Him during His time of death on the 

cross (Heb. 9:14).  The Holy Spirit would take on a new ministry after Jesus 

returned to heaven (John 16:8-15; cf. Acts 1:6-8; 2:1-4; 15:7-9).  

Specifically, He would convict people concerning their unbelief in Jesus as 

Savior, that Jesus’ righteousness made Him welcome in heaven by the 

Father, and that Satan has been judged and found guilty (John 16:8-11).  The 

Holy Spirit would also give divine revelation to the disciples (John 16:12-

13) and glorify the Son (John 16:14-15).  In addition, the Holy Spirit’s 

ministry after Pentecost includes regeneration (John 3:1-6; 1 Pet. 1:3; 23), 

indwelling (1 Cor. 3:16; 6:19), baptizing (1 Cor. 12:13), sealing (Eph. 1:13-

14; 4:30), gifting (1 Cor. 12:4-7), filling (Eph. 5:18), equipping (Eph. 4:11-

16), and sustaining each believer (Gal. 5:16, 25).  The work of the Holy 

Spirit is to lead us to spiritual maturity so that we may be effective in our 

ministries to others. 
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John 16:16-33 

 

“A little while, and you will no longer see Me [speaking of His death and burial, a 

few hours away]; and again a little while, and you will see Me [speaking of His 

resurrection, a few days away].” 17 Some of His disciples then said to one another, 

“What is this thing He is telling us, ‘A little while, and you will not see Me; and 

again a little while, and you will see Me’; and, ‘because I go to the Father’?” 18 So 

they were saying, “What is this that He says, ‘A little while’? We do not know 

what He is talking about.” 19 Jesus knew that they wished to question Him, and He 

said to them, “Are you deliberating together about this, that I said, ‘A little while, 

and you will not see Me, and again a little while, and you will see Me’? 20 “Truly, 

truly, I say to you, that you will weep and lament [because of His death], but the 

world will rejoice [because they think they’ve defeated Christ]; you will grieve, but 

your grief will be turned into joy [after His resurrection; see John 20:11-16; Luke 

24:41]. 21 “Whenever a woman is in labor she has pain, because her hour has come; 

but when she gives birth to the child, she no longer remembers the anguish because 

of the joy that a child has been born into the world. 22 “Therefore you too have 

grief now; but I will see you again [after His resurrection], and your heart will 

rejoice, and no one will take your joy away from you [because He’ll never die 

again; see Rom. 6:9-10; Heb. 7:24-25]. 23 “In that day [after His resurrection] you 

will not question Me about anything. Truly, truly, I say to you, if you ask the 

Father for anything in My name, He will give it to you [to help accomplish His 

will]. 24 “Until now you have asked for nothing in My name; ask and you will 

receive, so that your joy may be made full. 25 “These things [about His departure 

and return] I have spoken to you in figurative language [intentionally obscure to 

ease into the message]; an hour is coming when I will no longer speak to you in 

figurative language, but will tell you plainly of the Father. 26 “In that day [after 

Jesus’ resurrection] you will ask in My name, and I do not say to you that I will 

request of the Father on your behalf; 27 for the Father Himself loves you [φιλέω 

phileo – a warm affection – pres/act/ind], because you have loved Me [φιλέω 

phileo – a warm affection – perf/act/ind] and have believed [πιστεύω pisteuo – to 

believe – perf/act/ind] that I came forth from the Father. 28 “I came forth from the 

Father and have come into the world; I am leaving the world again and going to the 

Father [a summary of Jesus’ life on earth].” 29 His disciples said, “Lo, now You are 

speaking plainly and are not using a figure of speech. 30 “Now we know that You 

know all things, and have no need for anyone to question You; by this we believe 

that You came from God.” 31 Jesus answered them, “Do you now believe? 32 

“Behold, an hour is coming, and has already come, for you to be scattered, each to 

his own home, and to leave Me alone [Matt. 26:31; Mark 14:27]; and yet I am not 



 

99 

 

alone, because the Father is with Me [John 8:16, 29; and the Holy Spirit; see Heb. 

9:14]. 33 “These things [the doctrinal lessons of chapters 13-16] I have spoken to 

you, so that in Me you may have [ἔχω echo – to have, hold – pres/act/sub] peace. 

In the world you have [ἔχω echo – to have, hold – pres/act/ind] tribulation, but take 

courage [θαρσέω tharseo – to take courage – pres/act/imp]; I have overcome 

[νικάω nikao – to overcome, conquer – perf/act/ind] the world.” 

 

Summary of John 16:16-33: 

 

1. The Central Idea of the Text is that Jesus summarizes His discourse (begun 

in John chapter 13) by explaining His death, resurrection, ascension, and 

victory over Satan’s world-system. At first, the disciples were confused 

about what Jesus was saying (John 16:16-18), and He eased into an answer 

concerning His death, burial, resurrection and ascension, because He knew it 

was difficult for them to accept (John 16:19-22, 25). Major life changes can 

be challenging. He also explained the importance of prayer after His 

ascension back to heaven, as the disciples would need to look to the Father 

to accomplish His will (John 16:23-24). The Father loved them and was glad 

to answer their prayers because they had loved Jesus and believed in Him 

(John 16:26-27). Jesus finally clarified Himself concerning His leaving them 

to go back to the Father (John 16:28), and the disciples were confident they 

understood Him (John 16:29-30). However, Jesus’ answer concerning their 

abandoning Him (because of persecution) implies they did not fully grasp 

the magnitude of His words (John 16:31-32). Jesus closed His discourse 

with the proleptic statement that His disciples would know peace because He 

has overcome Satan’s world-system (John 16:33).   
2. Summary of Jesus’ Upper Room discourse: Jesus knew He was about to 

be betrayed and face illegal trials, mockings, beatings, crucifixion, and the 

wrath of God for our sin.  He also knew His disciples would be shaken by 

these events and would scatter and hide in fear (John 16:32; cf. Matt. 26:56; 

John 20:19).  Because He loved them, Jesus prepared them for the trials 

ahead (John 13:1; 16:33).  He instilled knowledge that would result in 

fruitful lives after His resurrection when their faith was strengthened.  Jesus 

taught His disciples to model humility and forgiveness (John 13:1-17), to 

love as He loves (John 13:34; 15:11-17), to know they have a home in 

heaven prepared for them (John 14:1-6), to pray to the Father in His name 

(John 14:13-14; 16:23-26), to expect the coming of the Holy Spirit after His 

departure (John 14:26; 16:7-15), to abide in fellowship with Him that they 

may bear fruit (John 15:1-10, 16), to expect hatred and persecution from the 
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world (John 15:18-27; 16:1-4), to anticipate grief and joy (John 16:16-22), to 

accept that Jesus will return to the Father (John 16:5, 10, 28; cf. 13:1-3), to 

realize they are loved by God the Father (John 16:27), that the disciples 

would fail Him as He went to the cross (John 16:32), and to know that Jesus’ 

death, burial, resurrection and ascension will finalize victory over Satan and 

his world-system (John 16:11, 33).  As a result of these truths, the disciples 

who lived by faith would have an unshakable peace and courage while living 

in a hateful and hostile world (John 16:33).   
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John 17:1-26 

 

Jesus spoke these things [i.e. John chapters 13-16]; and lifting up His eyes to 

heaven, He said, “Father [cf. John 17:11, 24-25], the hour has come [to be 

crucified; see John 12:23; 13:1]; glorify Your Son [δοξάζω doxazo – to cause or 

esteem glorious – 8x], that the Son may glorify You [here, glory = obedience of the 

cross], 2 even as You gave [δίδωμι didomi – to give – 16x] Him authority over all 

flesh, that to all whom You have given Him [as a gift], He may give eternal life. 3 

“This is eternal life, that they may know You [relationally], the only true God [in 

contrast to many false idols], and Jesus Christ whom You have sent. 4 “I glorified 

You on the earth, having accomplished the work [of salvation; John 3:17] which 

You have given Me to do [here, glorification = doing God’s will]. 5 “Now, Father, 

glorify Me together with Yourself [here, glory = shared splendor], with the glory 

which I had with You before the world was [i.e. before the incarnation; see John 

1:1, 14]. 6 “I have manifested Your name [i.e. revealed the Father’s character] to 

the men whom You gave Me out of the world [see John 6:37; 15:19]; they were 

Yours and You gave them to Me [as a gift], and they have kept Your word. 7 “Now 

they have come to know that everything You have given Me is from You; 8 for the 

words which You gave Me I have given to them [revelation communicated]; and 

they received them and truly understood [revelation comprehended] that I came 

forth from You, and they believed [revelation believed] that You sent Me. 9 “I ask 

on their behalf [believing disciples]; I do not ask on behalf of the world [which was 

not given to Jesus], but of those whom You have given Me [out of the world]; for 

they are Yours; 10 and all things that are Mine are Yours, and Yours are Mine 

[equal sharing]; and I have been glorified in them [because they received His 

teaching and obeyed Him]. 11 “I am no longer in the world [proleptic statement 

about His departure]; and yet they themselves are in the world, and I come to You. 

Holy Father, keep them in Your name [i.e. keep them walking consistently with 

Your character], the name which You have given Me, that they may be one even as 

We are [in purpose]. 12 “While I was with them, I was keeping them in Your name 

which You have given Me; and I guarded them and not one of them perished but 

the son of perdition [i.e. Judas, John 6:70; 13:2, 27], so that the Scripture would be 

fulfilled. 13 “But now I come to You; and these things I speak in the world so that 

they may have My joy made full in themselves [God’s joy depends on God’s 

Word]. 14 “I have given them Your word [to be set apart for God’s purpose]; and 

the world has hated them, because they are not of the world [they belong to God 

and hold to His Word], even as I am not of the world. 15 “I do not ask You to take 

them out of the world [i.e. remove them from Satan’s world-system], but to keep 

them from the evil one [i.e. Satan’s influence]. 16 “They are not of the world, even 
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as I am not of the world. 17 “Sanctify them in the truth [ἁγιάζω hagiazo – to set 

apart, make holy]; Your word is truth [sanctification is tied to Scripture]. 18 “As 

You sent Me into the world, I also have sent them into the world [to represent God 

to the world]. 19 “For their sakes I sanctify Myself [i.e. Jesus dedicates Himself to 

doing the Father’s will for the benefit of others], that they themselves also may be 

sanctified in truth. 20 “I do not ask on behalf of these alone, but for those also who 

believe in Me through their word [i.e. all believers who accept apostolic teaching; 

cf. John 10:16]; 21 that they may all be one [in set-apart-purpose]; even as You, 

Father, are in Me and I in You, that they also may be in Us, so that the world may 

believe that You sent Me. 22 “The glory which You have given Me [to do the 

Father’s will] I have given to them [to do the same], that they may be one, just as 

We are one; 23 I in them and You in Me, that they may be perfected in unity, so 

that the world may know that You sent Me, and loved them, even as You have 

loved Me. 24 “Father, I desire that they also, whom You have given Me, be with 

Me where I am, so that they may see My glory which You have given Me [the 

visible manifestation of His splendor in heaven], for You loved Me before the 

foundation of the world [from eternity past]. 25 “O righteous Father, although the 

world has not known You, yet I have known You; and these have known that You 

sent Me; 26 and I have made Your name known to them, and will make it known, 

so that the love with which You loved Me may be in them, and I in them.” 

 

Summary of John 17:1-26: 

 

The Central Idea of the Text is that Jesus prays for:  
1. The Father to be glorified through Jesus’ obedience and return to heaven 

(John 17:1-5). 
2. The disciples’ walk with the Father, their protection from Satan and his 

world-system, and their sanctification in truth (John 17:6-19). 
3. For future believers’ unity, and that we will see Jesus’ glory in heaven (John 

17:20-26).   
Jesus knew His “hour” had come, and though suffering lay ahead, He was 

concerned about the Father’s glory and the wellbeing of the disciples.  Jesus spoke 

about eternal life, which is forever-life in relationship with God (John 10:28; 17:3).  

In contrast, eternal-death is forever separation from God in the Lake of Fire (Rev. 

20:14-15).  Jesus glorified the Father on earth by doing His will (John 17:4), and 

anticipates returning to His heavenly glory after His ascension (John 17:5).  While 

on earth, Jesus revealed the Father to the disciples, who were given to Jesus as a 

gift (John 17:6, 9).  The disciples accepted, understood and believed Jesus’ 

teaching that He was from the Father (John 17:7-8).  Jesus specifically prayed for 
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the disciples and was glorified in them (John 17:9-10).  He asked the Father to 

keep them in His name, just as He had guided and guarded them (John 17:11-12).  

He requested they may have joy in a hateful world controlled by Satan (John 

17:13-16).  He prayed for their sanctification which is related to their divine 

mission (John 17:17-19), and the mission, unity, and future home of those who 

would believe in Jesus through their teaching (John 17:20-26). 
 

The Doctrine of Sanctification 

 

To be sanctified (Heb. ָקָדׁש qadash Grk. ἁγιάζω hagiazo) means to be set apart.  

God’s essential nature is holy; therefore, He is set apart as righteous (Lev. 11:44-

45).  In God’s creation, sanctification has the idea of being set apart for special 

purpose.  In the OT, sanctification included certain days (Gen. 2:3; cf. Ex. 20:8), 

people and animals (Ex. 13:2), the nation of Israel (Ex. 19:6), and everything 

associated with worship, including the altar, its utensils, the laver for washing, and 

those who executed the priestly ceremonies (Ex. 40:10-13).  In the NT, we are said 

to be positionally sanctified in union with Christ (1 Cor. 1:2; Heb. 10:10, 14), 

experientially sanctified because of our obedience to God’s Word (John 17:17; 1 

Pet. 1:14-16), and will be eternally sanctified when we leave this world and enter 

heaven (1 John 3:1-3; Rom. 8:29-30; Jude 24-25).   

 

Positional and eternal sanctification are accomplished entirely by God 

(monergism).  However, experiential sanctification is a collaboration (synergism) 

in which God directs and empowers us to be set apart from the world to do His will 

(John 17:17; 1 Pet. 1:14-16).  The means of experiential sanctification is by 

learning and living God’s Word (John 17:17; Rom. 12:1-2; Eph. 4:1, 11-14; Col. 

3:1-2; 2 Tim. 2:15; 3:16-17; 1 Pet. 2:2; 2 Pet. 3:18), and walking in dependence on 

the Holy Spirit (Eph. 5:18, Gal. 5:16, 25).  The place where sanctification occurs is 

in the Satan’s world (John 17:14-16; cf. 15:19).   

 

Believers live in a world that is currently under Satan’s control.  Like Joseph in 

Egypt, or Daniel in Babylon, we serve as God’s ambassadors to a fallen world that 

is hostile toward us.  Some Christians seek to avoid worldly conflict by 

withdrawing from it, pursuing monasticism; whereas others avoid conflict by 

embracing the world and its values.  Biblically, we are to be in the world, in 

regular contact with unbelievers, graciously lovingly and living God’s will in 

opposition to the world’s values, and sharing Christ with those who will listen.  We 

cannot change the world, but we can avoid being forced into its mold by learning 

and living God’s Word, and sharing the Gospel message that others might be saved 
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out of it.  God Himself will eventually destroy Satan and his world-system and will 

create a new universe.  Until then, “according to His promise we are looking for 

new heavens and a new earth, in which righteousness dwells” (2 Pet. 3:13).   
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John 18:1-27 

 

When Jesus had spoken these words [His discourse and prayer in John 13-17; and 

after they sang a hymn; see Matt. 26:30], He went forth with His disciples over the 

ravine of the Kidron [to face His betrayer and enemies], where there was a garden 

[called Gethsemane], in which He entered with His disciples [to pray; see Matt. 

26:36-46]. 2 Now Judas also, who was betraying Him, knew the place, for Jesus 

had often met there with His disciples. 3 Judas then, having received the Roman 

cohort [Gentile soldiers] and officers from the chief priests and the Pharisees 

[representatives of the Sanhedrin], came there with lanterns and torches and 

weapons. 4 So Jesus, knowing all the things that were coming upon Him [i.e. His 

betrayal, illegal trials, mockings, beatings, crucifixion and resurrection; see Matt. 

20:18-19; John 10:17-18; cf. Acts 2:22-23; 4:27-28], went forth and said to them, 

“Whom do you seek?” 5 They answered Him, “Jesus the Nazarene.” He said to 

them, “I am He.” [lit. ἐγώ εἰμι ego eimi – I Am – the divine name of God; see Ex. 

3:14; John 8:24, 28, 58] And Judas also, who was betraying Him, was standing 

with them [ἵστημι histemi – to stand – plu/act/ind – Judas, an unbeliever, chose to 

stand with Jesus’ enemies]. 6 So when He said to them, “I am He,” they drew back 

and fell to the ground [a reaction to Jesus’ divinity, which shows He is in control of 

the situation, not His enemies]. 7 Therefore He again asked them, “Whom do you 

seek?” And they said, “Jesus the Nazarene.” 8 Jesus answered, “I told you that I am 

He; so if you seek Me, let these go their way,” [still seeking to protect His 

disciples] 9 to fulfill the word which He spoke, “Of those whom You have given 

Me I lost not one.” [Jesus fulfills the words of His own prophecy; see John 17:12] 
10 Simon Peter then, having a sword, drew it and struck the high priest’s slave, and 

cut off his right ear [which Jesus healed; see Luke 22:51]; and the slave’s name 

was Malchus. [Peter committed a wrong act from a loving heart] 11 So Jesus said to 

Peter, “Put the sword into the sheath; the cup which the Father has given Me [i.e. 

the cup of suffering], shall I not drink it?” 12 So the Roman cohort and the 

commander and the officers of the Jews, arrested Jesus and bound Him, 13 and led 

Him to Annas first [Annas was the recognized religious authority by the Jews, 

though previously deposed as high priest by the Romans]; for he was father-in-law 

of Caiaphas, who was high priest [by Roman appointment] that year [A.D. 33]. 14 

Now Caiaphas was the one who had advised the Jews that it was expedient for one 

man to die on behalf of the people. 15 Simon Peter was following Jesus, and so was 

another disciple [possibly John]. Now that disciple was known to the high priest, 

and entered with Jesus into the court of the high priest [having permission because 

he was known], 16 but Peter was standing at the door outside. So the other disciple, 

who was known to the high priest, went out and spoke to the doorkeeper, and 
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brought Peter in. 17 Then the slave-girl who kept the door said to Peter, “You are 

not also one of this man’s disciples, are you?” He said, “I am not.” [Peter yields to 

the pressure of the moment and denies the Lord] 18 Now the slaves and the officers 

were standing there, having made a charcoal fire, for it was cold and they were 

warming themselves; and Peter was also with them, standing [ἵστημι histemi – to 

stand – per/act/part – Peter, a believer, chose to stand with unbelievers, albeit 

temporarily] and warming himself [continued to benefit from God’s blessings even 

after denying the Lord]. 19 The high priest then questioned Jesus about His 

disciples [perhaps wanting to know how many He had], and about His teaching. 20 

Jesus answered him, “I have spoken openly to the world; I always taught in 

synagogues and in the temple, where all the Jews come together; and I spoke 

nothing in secret. 21 “Why do you question Me? Question those who have heard 

what I spoke to them; they know what I said.” [a proper trial would have produced 

witnesses] 22 When He had said this, one of the officers standing nearby struck 

Jesus [i.e. police brutality], saying, “Is that the way You answer the high priest?” 

[not concerned about the rule of law] 23 Jesus answered him, “If I have spoken 

wrongly, testify of the wrong; but if rightly, why do you strike Me?” [Jesus is 

concerned about the rule of law] 24 So Annas sent Him bound to Caiaphas the high 

priest [who was most likely in another wing of the same building]. 25 Now Simon 

Peter was standing and warming himself. So they said to him, “You are not also 

one of His disciples, are you?” He denied it, and said, “I am not.” [second denial] 
26 One of the slaves of the high priest, being a relative of the one whose ear Peter 

cut off, said, “Did I not see you in the garden with Him?” 27 Peter then denied it 

again [third denial], and immediately a rooster crowed. [As Jesus had prophesied; 

see John 13:38] 
 

Summary of John 18:1-27: 

 

1. The Central Idea of the Text is that Jesus is betrayed by Judas and brought 

before Jewish authorities for trial.  Jesus went to the Garden of Gethsemane 

knowing Judas would come there with Jewish and Roman soldiers to arrest 

Him and take Him to the Jewish officials to be tried (John 18:1-16). Annas—

the high priest—questioned Jesus about His disciples as well as His teaching 

(John 18:19), perhaps to learn how many disciples He had and if there were 

any secret teachings he did not know about. Jesus declared He’d spoken 

openly and requested His captors question those who’d heard His messages 

(John 18:20-21). A Jewish officer struck Jesus because of the way He 

answered the high priest (John 18:22), and Jesus challenged his right to strike 

Him (John 18:23). Jesus was then sent to Caiaphas for further questioning 
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(John 18:24). It was during the trial that Peter denied the Lord three times 

(John 18:17-18; 25-27). John did not reveal Peter’s curses (Matt. 26:74), 

Jesus’ look (Luke 22:61), or Peter’s bitter weeping (Matt. 26:75). 
2. Jesus loved the Father (John 14:31) and submitted Himself to do the Father’s 

will (Matt. 26:39-44; cf. Rom. 5:19; Phil. 2:5-8), which included enduring the 

illegal trials of His accusers, as well as the eventual beatings and crucifixion.  

It was prophesied in Scripture that Jesus would suffer and die (Gen. 3:15; Ps. 

22:16-18; Isa. 50:4-7; 52:14; 53:3-12; Matt. 26:67; Mark 10:32-34).  As 

Christians, we are called to a life of obedience to God; which means learning 

and living His Word (2 Tim. 2:15; 3:16-17; 1 Pet. 2:2). Obedience marks the 

life of the one who claims to know and love God (John 14:15; 1 John 2:3-5).  

Obedience to God also means embracing unjust suffering, just as Christ did (1 

Pet. 1:19-24; 3:14-17; 4:19). 
 

The Timing and Trials of Jesus’ Crucifixion 

 

The four Gospels record the arrest, trials, crucifixion, death, burial and resurrection 

of Jesus.  Matthew, Mark and Luke refer to events taking place according to 

Jewish time in which the day ends at sunset; whereas John relies on Gentile time in 

which the day ends at midnight. A brief chronology of the trials and crucifixion of 

Jesus is as follows: 

 

1. Jesus was arrested during the night—perhaps midnight—and faced six 

illegal trials, three religious and three civil. The trials must have happened 

relatively early in the morning, concluding around 6:00 AM (John 19:14 - 

HCSB).  

2. Jesus was crucified by 9:00 AM (Mark 15:25). 

3. Jesus was judged by the Father from 12:00 to 3:00 PM (Matt. 27:45; Mark 

15:33; Luke 23:44).  

4. Jesus died about 3:00 PM (Matt. 27:46-50; Mark 15:34-37). 

5. Jesus was placed in the grave before 6:00 PM (i.e. sunset) because the Jews 

did not want His body on the cross for the Sabbath (John 19:31, 38-42).   

 

The Jewish trials declared Jesus guilty, whereas the Gentile trials found Him 

innocent. Jesus was crucified by Gentiles because of the pressure of the Jewish 

leadership.  A chronology of Jesus’ trials is as follows: 
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Jesus’ Religious Trials 

1. Annas – John 18:12-24 

2. Caiaphas – Matthew 26:57-66 

3. Sanhedrin – Matthew 27:1-2 

Jesus’ Civil Trials 

4. Pilate – John 18:28-40 

5. Herod Antipas – Luke 23:6-12 

6. Pilate – Luke 23:11; John 19:1-1616 

 

Jesus, the sinless Son of God, was innocent of all charges brought against Him and 

was eventually crucified as a criminal.  However, in spite of the miscarriage of 

Jewish and Roman jurisprudence, God sovereignly affected our salvation through 

the death of His Son (Acts 2:22-24; 4:27-28).   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
16 Borrowed, in part, from Thomas Constable’s study notes.  
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John 18:28-40 

 

Then they led Jesus from Caiaphas into the Praetorium [Mark explains the 

previous charge of blasphemy; Mark 14:55-64; Lev. 24:16], and it was early [still 

dark]; and they themselves did not enter into the Praetorium so that they would not 

be defiled, but might eat the Passover [they thought much of outward ceremonial 

cleanness, but little of their lies, injustice, or the death of an innocent man]. 29 

Therefore Pilate went out to them and said, “What accusation do you bring against 

this Man?” [Pilate expected specific charges to be given] 30 They answered and 

said to him, “If this Man were not an evildoer, we would not have delivered Him to 

you.” [Specific charges are stated in Luke 23:1-2] 31 So Pilate said to them, “Take 

Him yourselves, and judge Him according to your law.” The Jews said to him, 

“We are not permitted to put anyone to death,” [revealing they’d already judged 

Jesus and decided He needed to die] 32 to fulfill the word of Jesus which He spoke, 

signifying by what kind of death He was about to die [see John 12:32-33]. 33 

Therefore Pilate entered again into the Praetorium [after hearing the false charges 

that Jesus was misleading the nation, instructing people not to pay taxes to Rome, 

and calling Himself a King; see Luke 23:1-2], and summoned Jesus and said to 

Him, “Are You the King of the Jews?” 34 Jesus answered, “Are you saying this on 

your own initiative, or did others tell you about Me?” 35 Pilate answered, “I am not 

a Jew, am I? Your own nation and the chief priests delivered You to me; what have 

You done?” [i.e. to violate Roman law] 36 Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not of 

this world [i.e. not derived from this world]. If My kingdom were of this world [i.e. 

originating from this world], then My servants would be fighting so that I would 

not be handed over to the Jews; but as it is, My kingdom is not of this realm.” [i.e. 

it originates from heaven] 37 Therefore Pilate said to Him, “So You are a king?” 

Jesus answered, “You say correctly that I am a king. For this I have been born, and 

for this I have come into the world, to testify to the truth [about God]. Everyone 

who is of the truth hears My voice.” [and accepts Jesus as king; cf. John 14:6] 38 

Pilate said to Him, “What is truth?” [an admission He did not accept Jesus or His 

teaching] And when he had said this, he went out again to the Jews and said to 

them, “I find no guilt in Him [declares Jesus innocent, but rather than set Him free, 

he sends Him to Herod; see Luke 23:4-11]. 39 “But you have a custom that I release 

someone for you at the Passover [an act of mercy]; do you wish then that I release 

for you the King of the Jews?” 40 So they cried out again, saying, “Not this Man, 

but Barabbas.” Now Barabbas was a robber [λῃστής lestes – a robber – Barabbas 

was also guilty of insurrection and murder; see Mark 15:7].   
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Summary of John 18:28-40: 

 

1. The Central idea of the Text is that Jesus is tried before Pilate and found 

innocent, yet the Jewish leadership continues to push for Him to die. 

2. The Jewish leadership brought Jesus before Pilate and declared Him an 

“evildoer” who deserved to be put to death (John 18:28-32).  The hostile 

Jewish leadership felt compelled to bring Jesus to Pilate because the Romans 

did not permit them to kill anyone through their own system of 

jurisprudence.  The Jewish leadership sought religious purity by not going 

into the Gentile courtyard, yet their actions to lie against Jesus and to seek 

His death reveal defiled hearts given over to sin.  Had the Jews killed Jesus 

by stoning, it would have resulted in broken bones, which would have 

contradicted biblical passages that said none of His bones would be broken 

(Ps. 34:20; cf. 22:16-18; John 19:36-37).  Thus, in their sin, the Jewish 

leadership accomplished the will of God by turning Jesus over to the 

Romans that He would die by crucifixion rather than stoning (Acts 2:22-23; 

4:27-28).  It is generally true that hasty trials are born out of lax morals.  

Pilate would not kill Jesus on the grounds of Jewish laws pertaining to 

blasphemy (see Mark 14:55-64; cf. John 19:7); so the Jewish leadership 

manufactured new charges against Jesus that would have upset Rome (Luke 

23:1-2).  Pilate then asked if Jesus was a King as the Jewish leadership said 

(John 18:33).  Jesus confirmed that He is a King, but His kingdom did not 

originate from this world and everyone who accepts divine truth accepts 

Him (John 18:34-37).  Pilate did not perceive Jesus as a threat to Rome and 

declared Him innocent (John 18:38; cf. 19:4; Luke 23:14-15).  Pilate should 

have released Jesus right away; however, he sacrificed justice by keeping 

Jesus under arrest and offering to release a known criminal, Barabbas, in His 

place.  The Jewish leadership rejected Pilate’s offer and kept demanding 

Jesus be crucified, while Jesus kept quiet (Matt. 27:12-14; 1 Pet. 2:21-23). 

3. God is sovereign over the affairs of mankind and He rules over His creation 

(Ps. 103:19; 135:6; Dan. 2:21; 4:34-35).  God promised David that he would 

have a son who would rule over an earthly kingdom forever (2 Sam. 7:12-

13, 16; Ps. 89:3-4, 35-37), and that son would rule in righteousness (Jer. 

23:5-6; 33:14-15).  God revealed that Jesus is the son of David who will rule 

(Luke 1:30-33).  Jesus offered the kingdom to Israel (Matt. 4:17; 10:1-7), but 

the majority rejected both Jesus and His offer, so Jesus began to denounce 

them because of their rejection (Matt. 11:20), and eventually pronounced 

judgment upon the nation (Matt. 23:37-39).  Though the kingdom was 

rejected, the Davidic promise still stands, and Jesus will bring in the 
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kingdom at His second coming (Matt. 19:28; 25:31; Rev. 19:11-21; 20:4).  

The millennial kingdom will become an eternal kingdom (1 Cor. 15:24-25; 2 

Pet. 3:13). 
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John 19:1-16 

 

Pilate then took Jesus and scourged Him [i.e. he had Jesus flogged – μαστιγόω 

mastigoo – whip, flog, scourge – aor/act/ind]. 2 And the soldiers twisted together a 

crown of thorns and put it on His head [thorns represent God’s curse; see Gen. 

3:17-18], and put a purple robe on Him; 3 and they began to come up to Him and 

say, “Hail, King of the Jews!” and to give Him slaps in the face [to publicly 

embarrass Jesus]. 4 Pilate came out again and said to them, “Behold, I am bringing 

Him out to you so that you may know that I find no guilt in Him.” 5 Jesus then 

came out, wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe. Pilate said to them, 

“Behold, the Man!” [probably attempting to persuade the crowd to pity Jesus] 6 So 

when the chief priests and the officers saw Him, they cried out saying, “Crucify, 

crucify!” [σταυρόω stauroo – to crucify, nail to a cross – aor/act/imp] Pilate said to 

them, “Take Him yourselves and crucify Him [seems to be sarcasm rather than a 

serious offer, seeing they had no legal authority to put anyone to death], for I find 

no guilt in Him.” [the third time Pilate declared Jesus innocent; see John 18:38; 

19:4] 7 The Jews answered him, “We have a law, and by that law He ought to die 

because He made Himself out to be the Son of God [i.e. equal with God; see John 

5:18; 10:33].” 8 Therefore when Pilate heard this statement, he was even more 

afraid [perhaps this followed his wife’s comments; see Matt. 27:19]; 9 and he 

entered into the Praetorium again and said to Jesus, “Where are You from?” But 

Jesus gave him no answer [Jesus’ calm composure troubled Pilate]. 10 So Pilate 

said to Him, “You do not speak to me? Do You not know that I have authority to 

release You, and I have authority to crucify You?” 11 Jesus answered, “You would 

have no authority over Me, unless it had been given you from above [all authority 

is divinely delegated; see Dan. 2:21; Rom. 13:1-5]; for this reason he who 

delivered Me to you has the greater sin [Caiaphas and the Sanhedrin].” 12 As a 

result of this Pilate made efforts to release Him, but the Jews cried out saying, “If 

you release this Man, you are no friend of Caesar; everyone who makes himself 

out to be a king opposes Caesar.” [the implication is that Pilate would be guilty of 

releasing a traitor to Rome] 13 Therefore when Pilate heard these words [of threat], 

he brought Jesus out, and sat down on the judgment seat at a place called The 

Pavement, but in Hebrew, Gabbatha. [this was the place of final judgment by a 

ruler] 14 Now it was the day of preparation for the Passover; it was about the sixth 

hour [i.e. 6 AM by Roman time; Mark 15:25 reveals Jesus was crucified at 9 AM 

Jewish time]. And he said to the Jews, “Behold, your King!” 15 So they cried out, 

“Away with Him, away with Him, crucify Him!” Pilate said to them, “Shall I 

crucify your King?” The chief priests answered, “We have no king but Caesar.” 16 
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So he then handed Him over to them to be crucified [Pilate yielded to their unjust 

demands because he feared their threats].  

 

Summary of John 19:1-16: 

 

1. The Central Idea of the Text is that Pilate tried Jesus and found Him not 

guilty, yet the Jews demanded His crucifixion, and Pilate yielded to them.  

Pilate had Jesus scourged, perhaps to evoke an emotional appeal from the 

unbelieving Jews who wanted Him killed (John 19:1-5).  However, they 

were not moved to pity, but erupted in further hostility, demanding Jesus be 

crucified because He made Himself out to be God (John 19:6-7).  An 

emotional appeal is never enough to turn the sinful heart to Christ.  It is faith 

in Jesus (and not feelings) that leads one to salvation and a life of service to 

the Lord.  Pilate became afraid at what he heard and took Jesus into the 

Praetorium for further questioning, but Jesus gave no answer (John 19:8-9).  

Pilate then sought to challenge Jesus, saying he had the authority to release 

or crucify Him (John 19:10), to which Jesus answered that he would have no 

authority except it had been given to Him by God (John 19:11).  Pilate 

sought to release Jesus, but was threatened by the Jews who said they’d 

report him to Caesar as a traitor to Rome (John 19:12).  Pilate yielded to 

their unjust demands and handed Jesus over to be crucified (John 19:13-16). 
2. God the Father was in complete control of the circumstances surrounding the 

trials and crucifixion of Jesus (Acts 2:23; 4:27-28).  Though unjustly 

attacked, Jesus knew He was doing the Father’s will (John 6:38; 10:14-18; 

12:27; 18:11) and did not retaliate against His attackers (1 Pet. 2:21-23).  

Unlike Jesus, Christians are capable of sin (Eccl. 7:20; 1 Pet. 4:15), and we 

should accept our punishment when we do wrong (Acts 25:11).  But like 

Jesus, there are times when we will experience unjust persecution (1 Pet. 

3:14-17; 4:12-19).  We must start with the realization that there are times 

when God sovereignly permits His people to suffer or die (see Acts 5:40-41; 

7:54-60), and other times allows them to escape (Acts 9:23-25).  If possible, 

the believer can avoid unjust suffering such as when Jesus walked away 

from His attackers (John 8:59; 10:31, 39), or when Paul avoided stoning 

(Acts 14:5-6) or an unjust trial (Acts 25:1-12).  However, when there is no 

escape, the Christian must bear up under such hardships with an attitude of 

faith, trusting the Lord sees what’s happening and will act as He determines 

best.  Stephen is a good example of a believer who trusted God when being 

violently attacked (Acts 7:58-60).  Certainly God will avenge the innocent (2 

Thess. 1:6-7); however, there may be times when He surprises us by 
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showing grace and mercy to those who don’t deserve it, such as the grace 

shown to Paul when he was persecuting the church (Acts 9:1-6; Gal. 1:15-

16).  By faith, the Christian who suffers unjustly is not to retaliate (Rom. 

12:17-19; 1 Pet. 2:21-23), but is called to love and pray for his enemies 

(Luke 6:27-29), and to bless them (Rom. 12:14; 1 Pet. 3:8-9), if perhaps God 

may grant them saving grace (2 Tim. 2:24-26).   
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John 19:17-30 

 

They [i.e. Roman soldiers] took Jesus, therefore, and He went out, bearing His own 

cross [part of the way, and with some followers; see Luke 23:26-32], to the place 

called the Place of a Skull, which is called in Hebrew, Golgotha. 18 There they 

crucified Him, and with Him two other men [robbers; see Matt. 27:38], one on 

either side, and Jesus in between [cf. Isa. 53:12]. 19 Pilate also wrote an inscription 

and put it on the cross [inscriptions commonly stated the crime]. It was written, 

“JESUS THE NAZARENE, THE KING OF THE JEWS.” 20 Therefore many of 

the Jews read this inscription, for the place where Jesus was crucified was near the 

city; and it was written in Hebrew, Latin and in Greek. 21 So the chief priests of the 

Jews were saying to Pilate, “Do not write, ‘The King of the Jews’; but that He said, 

‘I am King of the Jews.’” 22 Pilate answered, “What I have written I have written.” 
23 Then the soldiers, when they had crucified Jesus [and Jesus prayed for them; see 

Luke 23:34], took His outer garments [implying He was naked on the cross] and 

made four parts, a part to every soldier [implying four soldiers] and also the tunic 

[χιτών chiton – an undergarment worn next to the skin]; now the tunic was 

seamless, woven in one piece. 24 So they said to one another, “Let us not tear it, but 

cast lots for it, to decide whose it shall be” [this was done freely according to their 

desires]; this was to fulfill the Scripture [i.e. prophecy]: “THEY DIVIDED MY 

OUTER GARMENTS AMONG THEM, AND FOR MY CLOTHING THEY 

CAST LOTS.” [the Roman soldiers unknowingly fulfilled God’s Word; see Ps. 

22:18; Prov. 16:33] 25 Therefore the soldiers did these things [and afterward was 

the discussion between the robbers; Luke 23:39-43]. But standing by the cross of 

Jesus were His mother [Mary], and His mother’s sister [perhaps Salome; see Mark 

15:40], Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene [a follower of Jesus who 

had been delivered from demon possession; see Luke 8:2]. 26 When Jesus then saw 

His mother, and the disciple whom He loved standing nearby [likely the apostle 

John], He said to His mother, “Woman, behold, your son!” 27 Then He said to the 

disciple, “Behold, your mother!” From that hour the disciple took her into his own 

household [to care for her]. 28 After this, Jesus, knowing that all things had already 

been accomplished [concerning His judgment for sins; see Matt. 27:45], to fulfill 

the Scripture [knowingly], said, “I am thirsty.” 29 A jar full of sour wine was 

standing there; so they put a sponge full of the sour wine upon a branch of hyssop 

and brought it up to His mouth. 30 Therefore when Jesus had received the sour 

wine, He said, “It is finished!” [τετέλεσται tetelestai – from τελέω teleo – to bring 

to an end, complete, fulfill – per/pas/ind; Jesus completed the Father’s salvific 

work; see John 17:4] And [after crying out to the Father; see Luke 23:46] He 
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bowed His head and gave up His spirit [He laid down His life; see Mark 10:45; 

John 10:17-18; Gal. 2:20; Eph. 5:2].   

 

Summary of John 19:17-30: 

 

1. The Central Idea of the Text is that Jesus was crucified and died.  After 

being condemned by Pilate, Jesus was made to carry His own cross (John 

19:17).  Jesus was crucified with two other men (John 19:18) who were 

identified by the other Gospel writers as criminals (Matt. 27:38; Luke 23:32-

33).  Pilate wrote an inscription that was placed atop the cross that read “The 

King of the Jews.”  The Jewish leadership protested and asked it be changed, 

but Pilate refused (John 19:19-22).  The Roman soldiers who crucified Jesus 

then divided His garments and unwittingly fulfilled prophecy (John 19:23-

24).  John mentioned four women at the cross (John 19:25), and the 

unnamed woman was perhaps Salome, John’s mother.  “John was Jesus’ 

cousin on his mother’s side. As such, he was a logical person to assume 

responsibility for Mary’s welfare.”17  Jesus then requested John care for 

Mary, which he did (John 19:26-27).  Jesus, knowing His atoning work was 

finished, stated He was thirsty and was given sour wine (John 19:28-29).  

Jesus then declared “It is finished” and gave up His spirit and died (John 

19:30).  The Greek word τετέλεσται tetelestai was common in Jesus’ day.  

“Papyri receipts for taxes have been recovered with the word tetelestai 

written across them, meaning ‘paid in full.’”18  The idea is that Jesus’ death 

paid the price for our sins.   
2. The death of Jesus was an atoning sacrifice that paid the price for our sin 

(Mark 10:45; Rom. 3:24; 1 Pet. 1:18-19).  This means our sin, which offends 

God, is actually removed from us (i.e. expiated) and put on Christ (John 

1:29; 2 Cor. 5:21; Heb. 9:26), and He was judged in our place, the innocent 

for the guilty (Rom. 5:6-8; Gal. 3:13; 1 Pet. 2:24; 3:18).  The death of Christ 

was a voluntary act of love, as Jesus gave His life for us (John 10:14-18).  

As a result, the Father is forever satisfied (i.e. propitiated) because Jesus 

paid for our sin (Rom. 3:24-26; Heb. 2:17; 1 John 2:2), and the Christian 

will never be condemned (Rom. 8:1).  The blood of Christ is the coin of the 

heavenly realm that pays our sin-debt and forever satisfies God’s righteous 

demands for sin.  In addition, the death of Christ removes God’s wrath 

(Rom. 5:9), reconciles us to the Father (Rom. 5:10; 2 Cor. 5:18-19), 

 
17 Tom Constable, Tom Constable’s Expository NotGes on the Bible (Galaxie Software, 2003), John 19:25. 
18 Edwin A. Blum, “John,” in The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures, ed. J. F. 

Walvoord and R. B. Zuck, vol. 2 (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1985), 340. 
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produces lasting peace (Rom. 5:1; Col. 1:20), forgiveness of sins (Col. 1:13-

14), eternal life (John 10:28), the gift of righteousness (Rom. 5:17; 2 Cor. 

5:21; Phil. 3:9), a life of purpose in serving Him (Col. 3:23-24), and a future 

in heaven (John 14:1-3; 1 Thess. 4:13-18).   

 

The Gospel writers record seven sayings of Jesus while on the cross.  The first 

three statements show His compassion for those who crucified Him, the thief who 

believed in Him, and the care of His mother after His death.  The remaining four 

statements concern Jesus’ experience of being judged and dying for our sins, thus 

completing the work the Father had given Him to accomplish. 

 

1. “Father forgive them” (Luke 23:34) 

2. “Today you shall be with me in paradise” (Luke 23:43) 

3. “Woman behold your Son” and “Behold your mother” (John 19:26-27) 

4. “My God, my God, why have you forsaken Me” (Matt. 27:46) 

5. “I thirst” (John 19:28) 

6. “It is finished” (John 19:30) 

7. “Father, into your hands I commit my spirit” (Matt. 27:50). 
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John 19:31-42 

 

Then the Jews [i.e. those who were hostile to Jesus], because it was the day of 

preparation [before the Passover], so that the bodies would not remain on the cross 

on the Sabbath (for that Sabbath was a high day), asked Pilate that their legs might 

be broken [to expedite death, as the person could no longer use their legs to push 

upward and take a breath], and that they might be taken away [The Mosaic Law 

commanded that bodies hung on a tree not be left overnight (Deut. 21:22-23), but 

the text was later interpreted to apply to crucified Jews]. 32 So the soldiers came, 

and broke the legs of the first man and of the other who was crucified with Him 

[Roman soldiers commonly used an iron mallet]; 33 but coming to Jesus, when they 

saw that He was already dead, they did not break His legs [because it was not 

necessary]. 34 But one of the soldiers pierced His side with a spear [possibly 

checking to make sure He was dead, as a living person would react], and 

immediately blood and water came out [perhaps rupturing the pericardial sac and 

heart]. 35 And he [i.e. the one writing this Gospel] who has seen has testified, and 

his testimony is true; and he knows that he is telling the truth [concerning this 

eyewitness account of Jesus’ death], so that you also may believe [πιστεύω pisteuo 

– to believe, trust, – aor/act/sub – i.e. believe in Jesus because of the objective 

testimony of John; cf. John 20:30-31]. 36 For these things [which the Roman 

soldiers did in ignorance] came to pass to fulfill the Scripture, “NOT A BONE OF 

HIM SHALL BE BROKEN.” [Ex. 12:46 or Ps. 34:20; cf. 1 Cor. 5:7] 37 And again 

another Scripture says, “THEY SHALL LOOK ON HIM WHOM THEY 

PIERCED.” [Zech. 12:10; cf. Rev. 1:7] 38 After these things Joseph of Arimathea 

[a member of the Sanhedrin; see Mark 15:43-45], being a disciple of Jesus, but a 

secret one [κρύπτω krupto – to hide, conceal, keep secret] for fear of the Jews, 

asked Pilate that he might take away the body of Jesus [Joseph’s request to Pilate 

makes his discipleship public]; and Pilate granted permission. So he came and took 

away His body. 39 Nicodemus [also a member of the Sanhedrin; see John 7:50-51], 

who had first come to Him by night [see John 3:1-15], also came [publicly], 

bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes [spices used in Jewish burial to mask 

death’s odor], about a hundred pounds weight [i.e. Roman weight equal to about 75 

pounds]. 40 So they took the body of Jesus and bound it in linen wrappings with the 

spices, as is the burial custom of the Jews [an explanation to a Gentile audience]. 41 

Now in the place where He was crucified there was a garden, and in the garden a 

new tomb in which no one had yet been laid [see Isa. 53:9]. 42 Therefore because of 

the Jewish day of preparation, since the tomb was nearby, they laid Jesus there. 

[Other biblical passages reveal: Joseph rolled a stone over the entrance of the 

tomb, Matt. 27:58-60; some of Jesus’ female followers went to the tomb after the 
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crucifixion, Matt. 27:61; and Pilate posted Roman soldiers to guard the tomb, Matt. 

27:62-66] 

 

Summary of John 19:31-42: 

 

1. The Central Idea of John 19:31-42 is that Jesus’ dead body is laid in a tomb.  

The Jewish authorities who had pressured Pilate to crucify Jesus requested 

His legs be broken, along with the other two men, so that their bodies might 

not hang on the cross overnight (John 19:31).  To expedite death, Roman 

soldiers would break the legs of those crucified which would prevent the 

victims from using their legs to push upward, leading to asphyxiation.  It is a 

twist of irony that the Jewish leadership sought to obey Moses’ teaching 

concerning not leaving a body on a cross past sunset (Deut. 21:22-23), yet 

had no hesitation to crucify the One of whom Moses spoke and commanded 

obedience (Deut. 18:18).  The Roman soldiers broke the legs of the men on 

either side of Jesus but did not break His legs; rather, a Roman soldier 

pierced His side with a spear, and blood and water came out, showing Jesus 

was already dead (John 19:32-34).  John declares He witnessed these events 

and that his testimony is true, and also that Jesus’ death fulfilled Scripture 

(John 19:35-37).  Joseph of Arimathea—a secret disciple of Jesus—

requested the body of Jesus from Pilate who granted his request (John 

19:38).  Joseph, along with Nicodemus, took the body of Jesus and prepared 

it for burial with linen wrappings and spices and placed it in a new tomb 

near the place of crucifixion (John 19:38-42).  Several women apparently 

watched these men hastily transport Jesus’ body and prepare it for burial 

(Matt. 27:61), and later planned to return and finish what had been started 

(Luke 24:1).    

2. John’s Gospel is a written deposition concerning the life, death, burial and 

resurrection of Jesus.  It is written with a bias to persuade the unsaved 

person to believe (πιστεύω pisteuo) in Jesus as Savior (John 19:35; cf. 

20:30-31).  The Greek word πιστεύω pisteuo is a transitive verb, which 

means it takes a direct object, which is Jesus Christ.  If one accepts John’s 

report as true concerning the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus, the 

logical result is to look to Jesus as Savior and reap the benefit of eternal life 

(John 3:16; cf. John 10:28).  It is important that we realize our faith is based 

on objective truth and not subjective experiences or feelings.  Paul, when 

sharing the gospel, based his message on the historical reality of Jesus and 

the eye witnesses of those who knew Him (1 Cor. 15:3-8).  For us, as 

Christians living long after the events of the cross, we accept the biblical 
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testimony as true, believing Jesus died for our sins, was buried in a grave 

and was resurrected on the third day.  More so, we understand that salvation 

is by grace (we don’t deserve it), through faith (a rational response to the 

gospel), in Jesus Christ (the One who saves us from our sins and gives us 

eternal life; see John 3:16; 20:30-31; Acts 4:12; 16:31; Eph. 2:8-9; Tit. 3:5).  

Once saved, we continue to live by faith in God and His Word (Rom. 10:17; 

Heb. 4:2), applying it to our lives (Rom. 14:23; James 1:22), and realizing it 

is the only thing that pleases God (Heb. 11:6).   
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John 20:1-31 

 

Now on the first day of the week [Sunday] Mary Magdalene [and others, see Luke 

23:54-56; 24:1, 10] came early to the tomb, while it was still dark [early morning], 

and saw the stone already taken away from the tomb. 2 So she ran and came to 

Simon Peter and to the other disciple whom Jesus loved [the apostle John], and 

said to them, “They have taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and we [implying 

others] do not know where they have laid Him.” 3 So Peter and the other disciple 

went forth, and they were going to the tomb. 4 The two were running together; and 

the other disciple ran ahead faster than Peter and came to the tomb first; 5 and 

stooping and looking in [most tomb entrances were about 3 feet high], he saw the 

linen wrappings lying there; but he did not go in. 6 And so Simon Peter also came, 

following him, and entered the tomb; and he saw the linen wrappings lying there, 7 

and the face-cloth which had been on His head, not lying with the linen wrappings, 

but rolled up in a place by itself [a detail noticed by an eyewitness]. 8 So the other 

disciple who had first come to the tomb then also entered, and he saw and believed 

[i.e. Mary’s report about Jesus not being there]. 9 For as yet they did not understand 

the Scripture, that He must rise again from the dead [perhaps Ps. 16:10]. 10 So the 

disciples went away again to their own homes. 11 But Mary [who came back, 

probably by herself] was standing outside the tomb weeping; and so, as she wept, 

she stooped and looked into the tomb; 12 and she saw two angels in white sitting, 

one at the head and one at the feet, where the body of Jesus had been lying. 13 And 

they said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them, “Because they 

have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid Him.” 14 When 

she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, and did not 

know that it was Jesus. 15 Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? 

Whom are you seeking?” Supposing Him to be the gardener, she said to Him, “Sir, 

if you have carried Him away, tell me where you have laid Him, and I will take 

Him away.” 16 Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned and said to Him in Hebrew, 

“Rabboni!” (which means, Teacher) [implying John wrote to a primarily Gentile 

audience]. 17 Jesus said to her, “Stop clinging to Me, for I have not yet ascended 

[ἀναβαίνω anabaino – to ascend, go back up] to the Father; but go to My brethren 

and say to them [speaking from His human nature], ‘I ascend to My Father and 

your Father, and My God and your God.’” 18 Mary Magdalene came, announcing 

to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord,” and that He had said these things to her 

[but the disciples did not believe her; see Luke 24:11]. 19 So when it was evening 

on that day, the first day of the week, and when the doors were shut where the 

disciples were [hiding], for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and [suddenly] stood in 

their midst and said to them, “Peace be with you.” [Peace = the fullness of God’s 
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blessing] 20 And when He had said this, He showed them both His hands and His 

side [and feet – see Luke 24:39]. The disciples then rejoiced when they saw the 

Lord [as foretold; see John 16:20]. 21 So Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with 

you; as the Father has sent Me, I also send you.” 22 And when He had said this, He 

breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit [per John 7:38-39]. 23 

“If you forgive the sins of any, their sins have [already] been forgiven them; if you 

retain the sins of any, they have [already] been retained.” [forgiveness belongs to 

those who believe in Jesus, and no forgiveness if they do not] 24 But Thomas, one 

of the twelve, called Didymus, was not with them when Jesus came. 25 So the other 

disciples were saying to him, “We have seen the Lord!” But he said to them, 

“Unless I see in His hands the imprint of the nails, and put my finger into the place 

of the nails, and put my hand into His side, I will not believe [i.e. the disciple’s 

report].” 26 After eight days His disciples were again inside, and Thomas with 

them. Jesus came, the doors having been shut, and [suddenly] stood in their midst 

and said, “Peace be with you.” 27 Then He said to Thomas, “Reach here with your 

finger, and see My hands; and reach here your hand and put it into My side; and do 

not be unbelieving, but believing.” [that He has been resurrected] 28 Thomas 

answered and said to Him, “My Lord and my God!” 29 Jesus said to him, “Because 

you have seen Me, have you believed? Blessed are they who did not see [i.e. those 

who read John’s Gospel], and yet believed.” [because of the testimony of John] 30 

Therefore many other signs Jesus also performed in the presence of the disciples, 

which are not written in this book; 31 but these have been written so that you may 

believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing you may have 

life in His name. 

 

1. The Central Idea of John 20:1-31 is that Jesus is resurrected from the dead 

and revealed Himself to Mary and the eleven disciples.  On the first day of 

the week after Jesus’ crucifixion, Mary came to the tomb and found it empty 

(John 20:1).  She ran and told Peter and John, who came and found the tomb 

as she had described (John 20:2-5).  Upon looking into the tomb, they saw 

Jesus’ burial wrappings lying there and His face-cloth rolled up by itself in a 

different place (John 20:6-8).  Not yet understanding the Scripture 

concerning Jesus’ resurrection, the disciples went home (John 20:9-10).  

Mary remained at the tomb and encountered two angels sitting where Jesus 

had been laying and briefly conversed with them about the location of Jesus’ 

body (John 20:11-13).  Then Mary encountered Jesus and spoke with Him, 

assuming He was the gardener, and again asked about the location of Jesus’ 

body (John 12:14-15).  Jesus then revealed Himself to her and in excitement 

she grabbed Him (John 12:16).  Jesus then told Mary to go tell the disciples 
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He is alive and will ascend back to heaven, which she did (John 12:17-18).  

When it was evening, Jesus appeared to the disciples and showed them His 

wounds (John 20:19-20).  He spoke peace to them and gave them the Holy 

Spirit, explaining their right to declare whose sins have been forgiven or 

retained (John 20:21-23).  Thomas was not among the disciples when Jesus 

appeared (John 20:24), and he did not believe their report (John 20:25).  

Jesus revealed Himself again eight days later specifically for Thomas’ 

benefit, and he believed (John 20:26-28).  Jesus then pronounced a blessing 

on those who believe in Him, even though they have not personally 

witnessed His resurrected body (John 20:29).  John then states the purpose 

of his book is a written deposition concerning Jesus’ miracles, which prove 

He is the Son of God, and the Savior of those who believe in Him (John 

20:30-31). 
 

Jesus’ resurrection is an essential part of the gospel.  If Jesus is not raised from the 

dead, then His death on the cross was not effective, and we have believed in a false 

Messiah.  However, the Scriptural testimony is very clear: Jesus was raised from 

the dead on the third day after His crucifixion and forty days later ascended to 

heaven.  Here are several biblical facts about Jesus resurrection: 

 

1. It was predicted by Jesus (Matt. 16:21; 17:22-23; 20:17-19). 

2. It showed Jesus overcame death (Acts 2:23-24). 

3. It was central to the gospel message (Acts 26:22-23; 1 Cor. 15:3-4). 

4. It had many eyewitnesses: 

a. Mary Magdalene and other women (John 20:10-18; Matt. 28:8-9). 

b. Two disciples on the road to Emmaus (Luke 24:13-32). 

c. The disciples without Thomas (John 20:19-25). 

d. The disciples with Thomas (John 20:26-29). 

e. The disciples by the Sea of Galilee (John 21:1-23). 

f. Peter, James, and more than 500 brethren at one time (1 Cor. 15:5-7). 

g. Stephen (Acts 7:56). 

h. Paul (Acts 9:1-6; 1 Cor. 15:8). 

i. The disciples at Jerusalem before His ascension (Acts 1:3-9). 

j. John on the island of Patmos (Rev. 1:9-18). 

5. It was argued as true against those who disbelieved (1 Cor. 15:12-19). 

6. It reveals Jesus as the first among many to be resurrected (1 Cor. 15:20). 

7. It reveals Jesus as the Son of God (Rom. 1:3-4). 

8. It is the basis for our new life (1 Pet. 1:3). 
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9. Those who are raised with Christ will not know the Lake of Fire (Rev. 20:5-

6). 
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John 21:1-25 

 

After these things [i.e. Jesus’ appearances to the disciples] Jesus manifested 

Himself again to the disciples at the Sea of Tiberias, and He manifested Himself in 

this way. 2 Simon Peter, and Thomas called Didymus, and Nathanael of Cana in 

Galilee, and the sons of Zebedee [James and John], and two others of His disciples 

were together [seven total]. 3 Simon Peter said to them, “I am going fishing.” They 

said to him, “We will also come with you.” They went out and got into the boat; 

and that night they caught nothing [according to God’s will]. 4 But when the day 

was now breaking, Jesus stood on the beach; yet the disciples did not know that it 

was Jesus. 5 So Jesus said to them, “Children, you do not [μή mē – anticipates a 

negative answer] have any fish, do you?” They answered Him, “No.” 6 And He 

said to them, “Cast the net on the right-hand side of the boat and you will find a 

catch.” So they cast [an act of faithful obedience], and then they were not able to 

haul it in because of the great number of fish [prosperity as the result of obedience; 

see Luke 5:1-11]. 7 Therefore that disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is 

the Lord.” So when Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put his outer 

garment on (for he was stripped for work), and threw himself into the sea 

[abandoning his catch to get to Jesus]. 8 But the other disciples came in the little 

boat, for they were not far from the land, but about one hundred yards away, 

dragging the net full of fish. 9 So when they got out on the land, they saw a 

charcoal fire already laid and fish placed on it, and bread [Jesus provided breakfast 

for them]. 10 Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish which you have now 

caught.” 11 Simon Peter went up and drew the net to land, full of large fish, a 

hundred and fifty-three; and although there were so many, the net was not torn. 12 

Jesus said to them, “Come and have breakfast.” None of the disciples ventured to 

question Him, “Who are You?” knowing that it was the Lord. 13 Jesus came and 

took the bread and gave it to them, and the fish likewise [provides for them]. 14 

This is now the third time that Jesus was manifested to the disciples, after He was 

raised from the dead [cf. John 20:19, 26]. 15 So when they had finished breakfast, 

Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon, son of John, do you love [ἀγαπάω agapao] Me 

more than these?” He said to Him, “Yes, Lord; You know that I love [φιλέω 

phileo] You.” He said to him, “Tend [βόσκω bosko – to feed – pres/act/imp] My 

lambs.” 16 He said to him again a second time, “Simon, son of John, do you love 

[ἀγαπάω agapao] Me?” He said to Him, “Yes, Lord; You know that I love [φιλέω 

phileo] You.” He said to him, “Shepherd [ποιμαίνω poimaino – to shepherd, care 

for – pres/act/imp] My sheep.” 17 He said to him the third time, “Simon, son of 

John, do you love [φιλέω phileo] Me?” Peter was grieved because He said to him 

the third time, “Do you love [φιλέω phileo] Me?” And he said to Him, “Lord, You 
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know all things; You know that I love [φιλέω phileo] You.” Jesus said to him, 

“Tend [βόσκω bosko – to feed – pres/act/imp] My sheep. 18 “Truly, truly, I say to 

you, when you were younger, you used to gird yourself and walk wherever you 

wished; but when you grow old, you will stretch out your hands and someone else 

will gird you, and bring you where you do not wish to go.” 19 Now this He said, 

signifying by what kind of death he would glorify God [cf. 2 Pet. 1:13-14]. And 

when He had spoken this, He said to him, “Follow Me!” [ἀκολουθέω akoloutheo – 

to follow – pres/act/imp] 20 Peter, turning around, saw the disciple whom Jesus 

loved following them; the one who also had leaned back on His bosom at the 

supper and said, “Lord, who is the one who betrays You?” 21 So Peter seeing him 

said to Jesus, “Lord, and what about this man?” [i.e. would John die a martyr’s 

death too?] 22 Jesus said to him, “If I want him to remain until I come, what is that 

to you? You [emphatic] follow Me!” [i.e. mind your own spiritual life and not 

others] 23 Therefore this saying went out among the brethren that that disciple 

would not die [misunderstood Jesus’ comment]; yet Jesus did not say to him that 

he would not die, but only, “If I want him to remain until I come, what is that to 

you?” 24 This is the disciple who is testifying to these things and wrote these 

things, and we know that his testimony is true. 25 And there are also many other 

things which Jesus did, which if they were written in detail, I suppose that even the 

world itself would not contain the books that would be written. 

 

1. In John 21:1-25 Jesus appears to seven of His disciples and encourages 

Peter to shepherd God’s people. Peter and six other disciples had been 

fishing all night but had caught nothing (John 21:1-3). Jesus appeared on the 

beach and asked if they’d caught anything, and was told “no” (John 21:4-5).  

Jesus then commanded they cast their net again, on the right side of the boat, 

and they caught a huge amount of fish (John 21:4-6). John realized it was 

Jesus and told Peter, who jumped out of the boat and swam to Him (John 

21:7). The other disciples brought the boat and fish to shore where Jesus had 

already built a fire and cooked breakfast (John 21:8-13). This was Jesus’ 

third appearance to the disciples (John 21:14). After breakfast, Jesus then 

talked with Peter and restored him to ministry, commanding him three times 

to care for God’s people (John 21:15-17). This was done in contrast to 

Peter’s comments that he would never deny the Lord and would be faithful 

to death (Matt. 26:33, 35; John 13:37). Of course, Jesus knew Peter would 

fail (John 13:38), and when the test came, he denied the Lord three times 

(John 18:17, 25, 27). For this reason, Jesus spoke with Peter about his love 

for Him, and restored him to service. Jesus then revealed to Peter that he 

would, some day, be faithful to death, and would thus glorify God as a 
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martyr (John 21:18-19). John then corrects a common misunderstanding in 

which people thought He said the apostle John would not die before the Lord 

returned (John 21:20-23). John then provides a final statement that his 

testimony about Jesus is true (John 21:24), and if all that Jesus said and did 

were recorded, there would not be enough books to record it all (John 

21:25). 
 

What does it mean to Follow Jesus? 

Steven R. Cook 

 

To follow Jesus means we follow Him for who He is and not who we want Him to 

be. There is a biblical Jesus and a worldly Jesus. The worldly Jesus is the one the 

world sets forth. He is the ecumenical Jesus who never judges, never offends, 

never stands up for truth, never divides, embraces other religions, wants to improve 

the world rather than convert the heart, and lets everyone into heaven. There are 

many moral people who follow this Jesus, and the world loves them for it. In the 

end, this is a Jesus of their making who fits their agendas. It’s a Jesus who serves 

them.  

 

But what does the Bible reveal about Jesus? The Bible reveals Jesus is God who 

added humanity to Himself (John 1:1, 14; 5:18; 10:33; 20:28), and that He is 

worthy of worship (Matt. 2:11; 14:33; 28:9). He lived a sinless life (2 Cor. 5:21; 

Heb. 4:15; 1 John 3:5), willingly went to the cross and died in our place (John 

3:16; 10:14-18), and was buried and rose again on the third day (1 Cor. 15:3-4). 

Concerning salvation, Jesus is the only Savior (John 14:6), and it is only by grace 

through faith in Him that one is eternally saved (Eph. 2:8-9). There is no salvation 

apart from Jesus (Acts 4:12). 

 

During His incarnation, there was a time when Jesus was popular with the masses 

because He fed them (John 6:1-14), but when they wanted to take Him by force 

and make Him king, He withdrew from them (John 6:15). The same crowd later 

pursued Jesus, not because they embraced Him or His teaching, but because they 

wanted another free meal (John 6:24-26) and He corrected their selfish motives 

(John 6:27). Jesus was kind to the sick and helpless (Matt. 8:1-3; 20:34; Luke 

5:13), yet He did not hesitate to condemn the religious and powerful (Matt. 23:13-

36). For the most part, Jesus was rejected by the majority of those who heard and 

saw Him (John 3:19; 12:37; 15:24). At times He caused division (John 7:43; 9:16; 

10:19), even among His own disciples (John 6:66), as well as members of a family 

in the same household (Luke 12:51-53).  
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Jesus called men to follow Him (Matt. 4:18-19; 9:9; John 1:43), and He had many 

female followers as well, several of whom funded His earthly ministry (Luke 8:1-

3). To follow Jesus means to learn His teaching, obey His commands and model 

our life after Him. Followers of Jesus were to share the gospel (Matt. 4:19), not be 

bound by the world’s values (Matt. 8:19-22), treasure Jesus above one’s profession 

(Matt. 9:9), be committed to Jesus above family (Matt. 10:34-38; cf. Mark 1:20), 

and deny self and take up one’s cross daily (Matt. 16:24; cf. Luke 9:23). There is 

no place for personal glory or selfishness in serving the Lord, as one’s life is given 

for His glory and the benefit of others (1 Cor. 10:32-33; Phil. 2:3-4). To follow 

Jesus is a lifelong pursuit.  
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Appendix A 

 

Jesus the Messiah 

 

The Old Testament revealed the coming of a special person, an anointed one, 

called the Messiah (ַ יח   Mashiach) or Christ (Χριστός Christos).  The purpose of ָמׁשִׁ

the Gospels is to reveal that Jesus is the Messiah/Christ (Matt. 1:1, 16-17; 16:16-

17; Mark 8:29; Luke 2:11; John 1:41; 20:31).  When Jesus was talking with 

disciples on the road to Emmaus, He said, “These are My words which I spoke to 

you while I was still with you, that all things which are written about Me in the 

Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled” (Luke 24:44).  

Below is a brief listing of the OT and NT verses pertaining to the Messiah: 

 

1. He would be fully human (Gen. 3:15; cf. Luke 3:38). 

2. He would be fully divine (Isa. 9:6; cf. John 1:1, 14; 20:28). 

3. He would be a descendant of Abraham (Gen. 12:1-3; Matt. 1:1; Gal. 3:16). 

4. He would come from the line of Judah (Gen. 49:10; Luke 3:30). 

5. He would be a descendant of David (2 Sam. 7:12-13; Matt. 1:1). 

6. He would be born of a virgin (Isa. 7:13-15; cf. Luke 1:26-27; 34). 

7. He would be born in the city of Bethlehem (Mic. 5:2; cf. Matt. 2:1). 

8. He would be preceded by a special messenger (Isa. 40:3; cf. John 1:22-23). 

9. He would bring good news (Isa. 61:1; cf. Luke 4:16-21). 

10. He would heal the sick (Isa. 35:5-6; Mark 6:56). 

11. He would be despised and rejected by men (Isa. 53:1-3; Mark 8:31). 

12. He would enter Jerusalem riding on a donkey (Zech. 9:9; cf. John 12:14-15). 

13. He would bring an end to animal sacrifices (Dan. 9:24-27; Heb. 10:10-14). 

14. He would die (Ps. 22:16-18; Zech. 12:10; Mark 15:37-39). 

15. He would die for others (Isa. 53:4-12; Mark 10:45). 

16. He would be placed in a grave (Isa. 53:9; Matt. 27:57-60). 

17. He would be resurrected (Ps. 16:10; Isa. 53:10; cf. John 20:1-20). 

18. He will eventually rule over Israel on the throne of David (2 Sam. 7:16; Ps. 

89:34-37; cf. Matt. 19:28; Luke 1:31-33; Rev. 20:1-6). 
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Appendix B 

 

Jesus the Savior of the World 

 

Acts 4:12 “And there is salvation [Grk. noun = swthri,a soteria – 

deliverance or rescue from harm] in no one else; for there is no other name 

[other than Jesus] under heaven that has been given among men by which 

we must be saved [Grk. verb = sw|,zw sozo].” 

 

The most common word for salvation in the Hebrew OT is yasha [v;y< 
(sometimes as yeshuah h['Wvy >) which means “deliverance, rescue, salvation, also 

safety, [and] welfare.”19  Salvation in the OT was primarily physical, as one might 

be delivered from his enemy in battle or from a plague (2 Sam. 22:3-4; 1 Chron. 

16:23, 35; Job 5:4, 11; Ps. 3:6-8; 44:4-8; 85:7, 9; 89:26; Isa. 17:10; 45:8; Mic. 7:7).  

The NT writers primarily use the following words: 

 

1. Sozo (verb) refers to the act of physical deliverance in some biblical 

passages (Matt. 8:25; 14:30; Mark 13:20; Luke 6:9; John 11:12; Acts 27:20, 

31), and spiritual deliverance in other Scriptures (Luke 7:50; 19:10; John 

12:47; 1 Cor. 1:21; Tit. 3:5; Heb. 7:25).  As to our spiritual deliverance, we 

are saved from the penalty of sin (Rom. 5:16; 8:1, 33-34; Eph. 2:8-9), the 

power of sin (Rom. 6:11; Col. 3:5), and ultimately the presence of sin (1 

John 3:2, 5).  

2. Soter (noun) means Savior, and refers to the agent of salvation, the one who 

rescues or delivers another from harm or danger (Luke 2:11; John 4:42; 

Acts 5:31; 13:23; Eph. 5:23; Phil. 3:20).  This refers to the agent of 

salvation.  

3. Soteria (noun) refers to the provision of salvation, rescue, or deliverance 

brought by another (Luke 1:69, 19:9; John 4:22; Acts 7:25; 13:26, 47; 

Rom. 1:16; 2 Cor. 1:6; 6:2; Eph. 1:13; Phil. 1:28; 2:12; 2 Tim. 2:10; Heb. 

1:14; 9:28; 1 Pet. 1:5, 9; 2 Pet. 3:15).  

 

Salvation is never what we do for God, but what God has done for us 

through the substitutionary atoning work of His Son who bore the penalty of 

our sin on the cross and who freely gives eternal life and imputes His 

 
19 Francis Brown, Samuel Rolles Driver and Charles Augustus Briggs, 

Enhanced Brown-Driver-Briggs Hebrew and English Lexicon, electronic ed. (Oak 

Harbor, WA: Logos Research Systems, 2000), 447. 
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righteousness to us who believe in Christ as their Savior (Isa. 53; John 3:16; 

20:31; Rom. 3:21-26; 2 Cor. 5:21; Phil. 3:9; 1 Peter 3:18; 1 John 2:2).  All of us 

are “justified as a gift by His grace through the redemption which is in Christ 

Jesus” (Rom. 3:24). 
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Appendix C 

 

Sinful Pride 

 

Pride: Undue confidence in and attention to one’s own skills, 

accomplishments, state, possessions, or position. Pride is easier to recognize 

than to define, easier to recognize in others than in oneself. Many biblical 

words describe this concept, each with its own emphasis. Some of the 

synonyms for pride include arrogance, presumption, conceit, self-

satisfaction, boasting, and high-mindedness. It is the opposite of humility, 

the proper attitude one should have in relation to God. Pride is rebellion 

against God because it attributes to oneself the honor and glory due to God 

alone. Proud persons do not think it necessary to ask forgiveness because 

they do not admit their sinful condition. This attitude toward God finds 

expression in one’s attitude toward others, often causing people to have a 

low estimate of the ability and worth of others and therefore to treat them 

with either contempt or cruelty.20 

 

Sinful pride is born in the heart (Mark 7:21-23) and seeks to elevate self above 

God (Ezek. 28:14-17; Isa. 14:12-14).  Rebellious pride refuses to rely on God for 

guidance and strength.  “Pride is viewed as a great evil because it involves 

pretending to a greatness and glory that belong rightly to God alone.”21  God hates 

pride (Prov. 18:13; Amos 6:8), as it reflects the sinful values of the world (1 John 

2:15-16).  Pride leads to dishonor (Prov. 11:2; 29:23), and destruction (Prov. 

16:18).   

 

God is able to humble those who walk in pride (Dan. 4:37), and the humble person 

sees himself from the biblical perspective and surrenders his/her will to accomplish 

the will of God.  The cross of Christ removes human pride, as each person is 

viewed as a sinner, helpless to save ourselves, and our righteous standing before 

God is based on the work of Christ alone (Rom. 3:27-28; cf. Rom. 4:1-5; 1 Cor. 

1:26-31; Eph. 2:8-9).  Concerning each believer, “God is opposed to the proud, but 

gives grace to the humble” (Jam. 4:6; cf. 1 Pet. 5:5).  Concerning our spiritual walk 

with the Lord, we are called to humility (Jam. 4:10; 1 Pet. 5:6), and like Paul, to 

boast in our weaknesses, that the power of Christ may dwell in us (2 Cor. 12:7-10). 

 
20 Gerald Cowen, “Pride,” ed. Chad Brand et al., Holman Illustrated Bible Dictionary (Nashville, TN: 

Holman Bible Publishers, 2003), 1327. 
21 Martin H. Manser, Dictionary of Bible Themes: The Accessible and Comprehensive Tool for Topical 

Studies (London: Martin Manser, 2009). 
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Appendix D 

 

The Basics of Election 

 

The biblical doctrine of election (ἐκλεκτός eklektos - to choose or select) is a 

divine revelation that God has, from eternity past, sovereignly chosen individuals 

to salvation and purpose.  God foreknows (προγινώσκω proginosko - to know 

beforehand) whatsoever shall come to pass, and whosoever shall believe, because 

He has predestined (προορίζω proorizo - to predetermine or foreordain) such 

events and actions.  The basics of election as found in Scripture are as follows: 

 

1. Election is that free choice of God from eternity past in which He, according 

to His love and grace, elected to save and bless unworthy persons (Deut. 7:6-

8; Jer. 31:3; 1 Cor. 1:26-31 Eph. 1:3-6; 2:1-7).   

2. God elects from those who are dead in sin and helpless to save themselves 

(John 6:44, 65; Rom. 3:10-23; 5:6-10; Eph. 2:1-3), and under Satanic 

blindness (2 Cor. 4:3-4).   

3. God elects groups (Luke 6:13-16; John 6:70; Rom. 9:4; 11:26-28) and 

individuals (1 Chron. 28:5; Luke 4:25-27; 8:10; Acts 9:15); and His 

selection is based on sovereign choice (Rom. 9:10-21), not on any foresight 

of good or worth (Deut. 7:7-8; Rom. 9:11; 1 Cor. 1:26-31).   

4. The election of unworthy persons to salvation and blessing was 

accomplished by the Lord Jesus who was Himself foreknown and chosen by 

God (1 Pet. 1:20; 2:4), and predestined to come into the world and die on the 

cross at the hands of sinners (Acts 2:22-23; 4:27-28; cf. Ps. 22; Isa. 53).  

5. Election is to salvation (Acts 13:48; 2 Thess. 2:13; Eph. 1:4-6), spiritual 

blessing (Eph. 1:3), service for the Lord (Jer. 1:4-5; Gal. 1:15-16; cf. Acts 

9:15), and righteous living (Col. 3:12-17; 1 Pet. 2:9-12).  

6. Faith in Jesus is the necessary response to God’s call, and no one can be 

saved any other way (John 3:16; 14:6; Acts 13:48; 16:30-31; Rom. 10:11-

15; Eph. 2:8-9).  

7. Once the gospel is communicated, God is responsible to illumine the mind 

of His elect to understand and respond favorably to it with the result 

that they will believe in Jesus as their Savior (Matt. 11:27; 16:13-17; Acts 

16:14).  God then regenerates those who believe in Jesus for salvation (John 

1:11-13; 10:27-28). 

8. Preterition teaches that the nonelect are simply passed over and left to 

their own sinfulness (Prov. 16:4; Matt. 11:21; John 6:70-71; Rom. 9:17-24; 

1 Pet. 2:7-8; Jude 1:4; Rev. 13:8; 17:8). 
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Appendix E 

 

The Doctrine of God’s Providence 

 

Providence is normally defined in Christian theology as the unceasing 

activity of the Creator whereby, in overflowing bounty and goodwill (Ps. 

145:9 cf. Mt. 5:45–48), he upholds his creatures in ordered existence (Acts 

17:28; Col. 1:17; Heb. 1:3), guides and governs all events, circumstances 

and free acts of angels and men (cf. Ps. 107; Jb. 1:12; 2:6; Gn. 45:5–8), and 

directs everything to its appointed goal, for his own glory (cf. Eph. 1:9–

12).22 

 

God’s providence refers to His wise and personal acts, whereby He creates and 

controls circumstances in order to direct history according to His predetermined 

plan, all for His glory and the benefit of His elect.  People live in the flow of 

history, and are moved by the circumstances God controls.  The Lord “does 

according to His will in the host of heaven and among the inhabitants of earth; and 

no one can ward off His hand or say to Him, ‘What have You done?’” (Dan 4:35).  

God is good and “works all things after the counsel of His will” (Eph. 1:11; cf. Ps. 

103:19; 135:6; Dan. 4:35), and “causes all things to work together for good to 

those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose” (Rom 

8:28).  By His sovereign will God created all things in heaven and earth, and 

sustains and directs them as He desires.  God “is before all things, and in Him all 

things hold together” (Col. 1:17).  The Lord knows all things at all times.  He 

knows when a sparrow falls to the ground (Matt. 10:29), and the ever-changing 

number of hairs on our head (Matt. 10:30).  He knows our thoughts before we 

think them (Ps. 139:2), and our words before we speak them (Ps. 139:4).  He 

knows our wickedness (Jer. 17:9; Mark 7:21-22), and chooses to love us by grace, 

in spite of our sinfulness (Matt. 5:45; Rom. 5:6-10; Eph. 2:1-9).  Some He elects to 

purpose, even from the womb (Jer. 1:5; Gal. 1:15).  Because God is righteous, all 

His actions are just.  Because He is loving and good, He directs all things for the 

benefit of His elect.  The wicked are also under God’s sovereign control, and He 

uses them for His own ends (Prov. 16:4).  God’s sovereignty, expressed through 

His providential control, produces confidence in those who know He is directing 

all things after the counsel of His will.  The growing believer knows “it is God who 

is at work in you, both to will and to work for His good pleasure” (Phil. 2:13).  

 
22 J. I. Packer, “Providence” in New Bible Dictionary, ed. D. R. W. Wood, I. H. Marshall, A. R. Millard 

and D. J. Wiseman, 3rd ed. (Leicester, England; Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1996), 979. 
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Where the Bible is silent, the believer seeks to discern God’s will through His 

providential direction as He guides people circumstantially.  The growing believer 

takes great delight in knowing God is in control of His creation and is directing all 

things according to His providential plan.  

 

 


