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Chasing After Donkeys 

(1 Samuel 9:1-17) 

Dr. Steven R. Cook 
 

The Central Idea of the Text is that Saul went out to find his father’s donkeys, but was 

actually being directed by God to find a kingdom. The meeting of Saul and Samuel was 

divinely orchestrated, for neither of them knew each other or planned the occasion. God is 

here portrayed as the divine conductor orchestrating these events. What seemed like a 

normal, even mundane activity—searching for lost donkeys—was ultimately under God’s 

sovereign control, as He used this situation to guide Saul geographically to the place where 

he would be anointed king of Israel.  

 

Theological Gleanings: 

 

The passage in 1 Samuel 9:1-17 provides an example of how God providentially 

controls circumstances to accomplish His will. God’s providence refers to His wise and 

personal acts, whereby He creates and controls circumstances in order to direct history 

according to His predetermined plan, all for His glory and the benefit of His people. As 

Christians, we live in the flow of history, and are moved by the circumstances He controls, 

for the Lord “does according to His will in the host of heaven and among the inhabitants of 

earth; and no one can ward off His hand or say to Him, ‘What have You done?’” (Dan 4:35).  

 

Providence is normally defined in Christian theology as the unceasing activity of the 

Creator whereby, in overflowing bounty and goodwill (Psa 145:9 cf. Matt 5:45–48), 

he upholds his creatures in ordered existence (Acts 17:28; Col 1:17; Heb 1:3), guides 

and governs all events, circumstances and free acts of angels and men (cf. Psa 107; 

Job 1:12; 2:6; Gen 45:5–8), and directs everything to its appointed goal, for his own 

glory (cf. Eph 1:9–12). (J. I. Packer, “Providence” in New Bible Dictionary, 979) 

 

God’s providential control is seen throughout the Bible. For example, God used the 

evil actions of Joseph’s brothers to bring him to Egypt (Gen 37:23-28), and later used Joseph 

to deliver the very ones who betrayed him (Gen 45:5-8; 47:11, 27-28; 50:20). It was God’s 

providence that drove Saul to chase after his father’s donkeys and be led to the prophet 

Samuel and anointed king of Israel (1 Sam 9-10). It was God’s providence that directed 

Joseph and Mary to Bethlehem, so the baby Jesus would be born at the appointed time and 

place (Mic 5:2; Luke 2:4-6; Gal 4:4). It was God’s providence that forced Aquila and 

Priscilla out of Rome by the emperor Claudius’ decree, only to meet the apostle Paul in 

Corinth and join him in Christian ministry (Acts 18:1-3; Rom 16:3; 1 Cor 16:19). It was 

God’s providence that put the Lord Jesus on the cross to be crucified by the hands of godless 

men, and by this act He accomplished our salvation (Acts 2:23; 4:27-28).  
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By God’s sovereign will He controls all the events of our lives, and the things we 

consider mundane are used by Him to direct us to the places and people He has 

predetermined. In this, we know there are no accidental events in our lives, nor chance 

encounters with other people, for God is working “all things after the counsel of His will” 

(Eph 1:11; cf. Psa 103:19; 135:6; Dan 4:35), and causing “all things to work together for 

good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose” (Rom 8:28).  

 

It is to our benefit that we see ourselves within the context of God’s sovereignty and 

providential control, otherwise we’ll wrongly interpret the circumstances of our lives as 

accidental, or worse, fail to recognize the divine purpose of our lives and to develop the 

personal sense of destiny that is rooted in the God who created us. It is by learning God’s 

written revelation that we elevate our thinking above the experience of daily circumstances 

and see ourselves within the larger context of His greater plan. We learn from Scripture there 

are no accidental people, for it is by God’s sovereign will that we exist, for “It is He who 

has made us, and not we ourselves; we are His people and the sheep of His pasture” (Psa 

100:3). To paraphrase my good friend, Francis Schaeffer, “there are no little people or little 

places in God’s world.” We all have value and we all have a place of purpose, because God 

makes it so.  

 

God’s sovereignty, expressed through His providential control, produces confidence 

in us who know He is directing all things after the counsel of His will. The growing believer 

knows “it is God who is at work in you, both to will and to work for His good pleasure” 

(Phil. 2:13). Where the Bible is silent, the believer seeks to discern God’s will through His 

providential direction as He guides people and circumstances as He pleases. God controls 

all of life (Gen 2:7; Job 1:21; Psa 100:3; 104:29; Eccl 12:7; Dan 5:23), human birth and 

calling (Psa 139:13-16; Jer 1:4-5; Gal 1:15), nature (Psa 147:7-9; Jonah 1:4; Mark 4:39-

41), plagues (Ex 11:1; Num 11:33), the roll of dice (Prov 16:33; cf. Psa 22:18; Matt 27:35), 

prosperity and adversity (1 Sam 2:7; Job 2:10; Isa 45:5-7), suffering (Psa 119:71; Heb 

12:5-11), and the development of Christian character (Rom 5:2-5; 2 Cor 12:7-10; Jam 

1:2-4), just to name a few things. The growing believer takes great delight in knowing his 

good, loving and wise God is in control of His creation and is directing all things according 

to His providential plan. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


