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The promise of a glorified resurrection body is one of the believer’s greatest riches 

in Christ. While our salvation begins the moment we trust in Christ (John 3:16; 

10:28), it will reach its full culmination when He returns and transforms our 

physical bodies. In this present life, believers inhabit bodies marked by weakness, 

sickness, pain, aging, and death. Every ache, limitation, and physical struggle 

serves as a reminder that we still live in a fallen world. However, God’s plan for 

His children extends far beyond our present condition. Paul writes that Christ “will 

transform the body of our humble state into conformity with the body of His glory” 

(Phil. 3:21). The body that is now subject to corruption will one day be completely 

renewed and perfectly suited for eternal life. 

 

The Pattern of Christ’s Resurrection Body 

 

The believer’s future body will be patterned after the resurrection body of Jesus 

Christ. Following His resurrection, Jesus possessed a real, physical body that could 

be seen, touched, and recognized (Luke 24:39; John 20:27). Yet His body was no 

longer subject to weakness or death. He could appear and disappear suddenly 

(Luke 24:31), enter locked rooms (John 20:19, 26), and was forever beyond the 

reach of suffering and mortality (Rom. 6:9). His resurrection body serves as the 

prototype for the future resurrection of believers. Paul explains that Christ is “the 

first fruits of those who are asleep” (1 Cor. 15:20), indicating that His resurrection 

previews what awaits all who belong to Him. Fruchtenbaum notes: 

 

We can conclude that the resurrected body was the same as the one that died. 

This was not a newly created body, but the very same body that had been 

placed into the tomb. That same body underwent a change—not an absolute, 

total change, but a major change in many areas. There were enough changes 

so that He was not recognized immediately; nevertheless, enough elements 

remained so that He was recognized as being the same person. The 

Messiah’s resurrection body was not yet glorified during the forty days of 

His post-resurrection ministry. Therefore, when He appeared, He looked just 

like a normal man, as was the case with the women in the garden and with 

the two disciples on the Emmaus Road. He still had the scars of the 



crucifixion. Only with His ascension was He glorified (Phil. 3:21; Rev. 

1:12–18).1 

 

The Nature of the Resurrection Body 

 

Scripture does not reveal every detail of the resurrection body, but it clearly 

teaches that believers will bear the image of the risen Christ. Paul states, “Just as 

we have borne the image of the earthy, we will also bear the image of the 

heavenly” (1 Cor. 15:49). Likewise, John declares, “We know that when He 

appears, we will be like Him, because we will see Him just as He is” (1 John 3:2). 

The resurrection body will be free from sin, corruption, weakness, disease, and 

death. It will perfectly reflect God’s original design for redeemed humanity and 

will be fully adapted for eternal fellowship with Him. 

 

The Transformation at the Rapture 

 

This transformation will occur instantaneously at the return of Christ for His 

church. Paul describes it as taking place “in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye” 

(1 Cor. 15:52). Believers who have died will be raised imperishable, and those who 

are alive will be changed without experiencing death (1 Cor. 15:51-53). The 

perishable will put on the imperishable, and the mortal will put on immortality. 

Every effect of sin upon the human body will be forever removed through the 

power of the resurrected Christ. What was once weak will be powerful. What was 

once corruptible will be incorruptible. What was once mortal will become 

immortal. 

 

The Completion of Salvation 

 

The promise of glorification completes God’s saving work. Those whom God 

justified, He will also glorify (Rom. 8:30). The resurrection body is the final 

victory of redemption, demonstrating Christ’s complete triumph over sin, Satan, 

and death. This future hope provides comfort in suffering, courage in the face of 

mortality, and motivation for faithful Christian living. Though believers presently 

groan under the burdens of a fallen world, they eagerly await the day when they 

will stand before the Lord in glorified bodies, perfectly conformed to the likeness 

of Christ and fully equipped to enjoy eternal fellowship with Him forever (Rom. 

8:23; Phil. 3:20-21). 

 
1 Arnold G. Fruchtenbaum, Messiah Yeshua: Divine Redeemer, Second Edition 

(San Antonio, TX: Ariel Ministries, 2019), 5. 



 

The Eternal Function of the Resurrection Body 

 

The glorified body believers receive at the Rapture will be their eternal body. From 

that moment forward, they will never again experience physical death, corruption, 

weakness, or decay. In these resurrection bodies, believers will stand before Christ 

at the Judgment Seat (2 Cor. 5:10), where their works will be evaluated and 

rewards bestowed according to their faithfulness in this life (1 Cor. 3:12-15). 

Having been fully transformed, they will be perfectly suited to dwell in the Lord’s 

presence and participate in the heavenly events that follow the Rapture. The 

resurrection body marks the completion of God’s redemptive purpose for the 

individual believer and prepares him for every phase of God’s future kingdom 

program. 

 

These same glorified bodies will accompany Christ at His Second Coming and 

continue throughout His millennial reign and into the eternal state (Rev. 19:14; 

20:4-6). During the thousand-year kingdom, believers will serve, worship, and 

reign with the Lord in positions of delegated authority. Jesus taught that 

faithfulness in the present life will result in varying degrees of responsibility in the 

future kingdom (Luke 19:17-19). Scripture indicates that resurrected saints will 

participate in the administration of Christ’s worldwide government, helping to 

oversee nations, cities, and various aspects of kingdom life under His perfect rule 

(Dan. 7:27; 2 Tim. 2:12; Rev. 2:26-27; 5:10). Whereas earthly governments are 

often marked by corruption and failure, the kingdom administration will operate 

under the direct authority of the righteous King, Jesus Christ. 

 

During the Millennium, glorified believers will exist alongside mortal men and 

women who survive the Tribulation and enter the kingdom in their natural bodies 

(Matt. 25:31-34). These mortals will marry, have children, work, and populate the 

earth throughout the thousand years (Isa. 65:20-23; Zech. 8:4-5). Resurrected 

saints, however, will possess immortal bodies and occupy a unique position as 

rulers and servants within Christ’s kingdom. Just as the risen Lord interacted with 

His disciples after His resurrection, believers will be capable of meaningful 

interaction with those living in natural bodies while remaining free from the 

limitations of mortality. This arrangement will visibly demonstrate the distinction 

between those who have already received their resurrection bodies and those 

awaiting the final consummation of God’s plan. 

 

When the Millennium concludes and God creates the new heavens and new earth, 

no further transformation will be necessary, for the resurrection body is already 



perfectly adapted for eternal existence (Rev. 21:1). In the eternal state, believers 

will enjoy unhindered fellowship with God, perfect righteousness, and endless 

opportunities for worship and service. Scripture reveals that God’s servants “will 

serve Him” and “will reign forever and ever” (Rev. 22:3, 5). While the Bible does 

not provide extensive details concerning the specific activities of eternity, it clearly 

teaches that believers will not spend eternity in passive inactivity. Rather, they will 

participate in meaningful service, continual discovery of God’s infinite greatness, 

and joyful stewardship within the new creation. Thus, the body received at Christ’s 

return will serve the believer forever, enabling unbroken fellowship with God, 

joyful service to the King, and everlasting participation in the life of the coming 

kingdom and the eternal order (Rev. 21:1-4; 22:3-5). 

 

 


