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Introduction

This book is about the most important person in human history, Jesus Christ.
More than a prophet, teacher, or religious leader, Jesus is the eternal Son of God
who entered human history to reveal the Father and accomplish the work of
redemption. The major doctrines of the Christian faith center on Him. Bibliology
points to Him (Luke 24:27, 44; John 5:39). Theology proper finds its fullest
revelation in Him (John 1:18; Heb. 1:1-3). Soteriology centers on His person and
work (Acts 4:12; Gal. 4:4-5). Ecclesiology revolves around Him as Head of the
Church (Eph. 1:22-23). Eschatology culminates in His return and reign (Rev.
19:11-16). The Bible consistently presents Christ as the focal point of God’s plan
(Col. 1:16-20). Our understanding of salvation, grace, eternal life, the Church, and
God’s plan for history rises or falls on a correct understanding of the person and
work of Christ. For this reason, the careful study of Jesus demands our attention.

The purpose of this book is to present a biblical understanding of Jesus
Christ from Scripture. We will examine His eternal existence, deity, humanity,
incarnation, Jewish identity, sinless life, crucifixion, substitutionary death, bodily
resurrection, establishment of the Church, present ministry in heaven, return for
His Church, and future reign in Jerusalem. Throughout Scripture, Christ stands at
the center of God’s redemptive program. The promises of the Old Testament
anticipate Him, the Gospels reveal Him, the Epistles explain Him, and prophetic
Scripture points to His coming kingdom. To know Christ is to understand the
central figure of the Bible and the focal point of God’s plan for humanity.

This study is designed not merely to increase theological knowledge but to
deepen faith, strengthen worship, and cultivate a greater appreciation for the Lord
Jesus Christ. The more clearly we understand who He is and what He has
accomplished, the more confidently we can trust Him, proclaim Him, and live in
dependence upon Him. It is my prayer that these pages will help readers grow in
their knowledge of the Savior who loves us, gave Himself for us, and who will one
day return in glory as King of kings and Lord of lords. (John 17:3; Phil. 3:8; Rev.
19:16).



Who Is Jesus?

Every major religion, philosophy, and worldview tries to answer the
question of who Jesus is. Some regard Him as a prophet, moral teacher,
revolutionary, or religious founder. Scripture presents Him as infinitely more.
Jesus Christ 1s the God-Man, the eternal Son of God who entered human history to
reveal the Father and accomplish redemption (Gal. 4:4-5). As Scripture declares,
“There 1s salvation in no one else; for there is no other name under heaven that has
been given among men by which we must be saved” (Acts 4:12). Jesus alone
possesses two natures united in one Person. John wrote, “In the beginning was the
Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God” (John 1:1), and later,
“the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us” (John 1:14). Paul wrote, “For in
Him all the fullness of Deity dwells in bodily form” (Col. 2:9). In the incarnation,
the eternal Son of God added humanity to Himself without surrendering His deity.
This union of undiminished deity and true humanity in one Person is known as the
hypostatic union.

Jesus is also unique because He is the Creator who entered His own creation.
John states, “All things came into being through Him, and apart from Him nothing
came into being that has come into being” (John 1:3). Paul adds, “For by Him all
things were created, both in the heavens and on earth” (Col. 1:16), and “He is
before all things, and in Him all things hold together” (Col. 1:17). Every human
being enters a world that already exists. Christ created the world into which He
entered and continues to sustain it by His power. History unfolds under His
sovereign authority because He stands above it as Lord of all.

His uniqueness is further demonstrated by His sinless life and sacrificial
death. Scripture declares “There is none righteous, not even one...for all have
sinned and fall short of the glory of God” (Rom. 3:10, 23). Jesus alone stands
outside that universal indictment. Paul wrote that Jesus “knew no sin” (2 Cor.
5:21). Peter testified that Jesus “committed no sin, nor was any deceit found in His
mouth” (1 Pet. 2:22), and John affirmed, “In Him there is no sin” (1 John 3:5).
Because Jesus was perfectly righteous, He alone was qualified to become the
substitute for sinful humanity. Peter wrote, “Christ died for sins once for all, the
just for the unjust, so that He might bring us to God” (1 Pet. 3:18). His sacrifice
fully satisfied the righteous demands of God, and unlike the repeated sacrifices of
the Old Testament, Christ “having offered one sacrifice for sins for all time, sat
down at the right hand of God” (Heb. 10:12).



Jesus is also unique because He conquered death. After His crucifixion, He
rose bodily from the grave, validating His claims and demonstrating His authority
over sin and death. His resurrection confirms that His sacrifice was accepted by the
Father and guarantees eternal life to all who believe in Him. Today He sits at the
Father’s right hand and will one day return in power and glory to establish His
kingdom on earth. For these reasons and many more, Jesus Christ stands alone in
history as the eternal Son of God, the Creator, the God-Man, the sinless Savior, the
risen Lord, and the coming King. No one else possesses His credentials,
accomplished His work, or can offer forgiveness of sins, reconciliation with God,
and eternal life. He is not merely one option among many. He is the unique and
incomparable Lord of glory, and eternal salvation is found in Him alone (John
14:6; Acts 4:12).

The significance of Jesus rests in who He is. Everything He said,
accomplished, and continues to do derives its value from His identity. As the
perfect revelation of the Father, He could say, “He who has seen Me has seen the
Father” (John 14:9). As the only mediator between God and man, He alone bridges
the gulf created by sin. Paul wrote, “For there is one God, and one mediator also
between God and men, the man Christ Jesus” (1 Tim. 2:5). Because of who He is,
His saving work 1s sufficient, His promises are trustworthy, and His authority is
absolute.

Because salvation depends upon the identity of the Savior, a correct
understanding of Jesus is essential. Errors concerning Christ inevitably led to
errors in understanding salvation, worship, and doctrine. Scripture presents Him as
the eternal Son of God who became flesh for our redemption (John 1:1, 14; Gal.
4:4-5). Having died for all our sins, He was buried and raised on the third day (1
Cor. 15:3-4), never to die again (Rom. 6:9). God now offers eternal life to all who
simply place their faith in Jesus, for “whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but
have eternal life” (John 3:16; cf. 5:24; 6:47; 10:28; 20:31). The more accurately we
understand who Jesus is, the more we appreciate His glory, grace, power, and love.
For this reason, believers should strive to know Christ as He is revealed in God’s
word.



Jesus Christ: God the Son

One of the most important truths about Jesus Christ is that He did not begin
to exist in Bethlehem. His birth marked His entrance into humanity, not the
beginning of His existence. Before His incarnation, before the creation of the
world, and before time itself, He existed eternally as God the Son. As the second
Person of the Trinity, He is coequal, coinfinite, and coeternal with God the Father
and God the Holy Spirit, sharing fully in the divine essence and possessing all the
attributes of deity. This truth distinguishes Christ from every other person in
history. Every human being has a beginning. Jesus does not. According to H.
Wayne House, “To speak of Jesus, one must remember that He is unlike any
person who has ever been in that He was an uncreated person who has existed from
all eternity. He has life in Himself and, with the Father and the Holy Spirit, is the
eternal, infinite God.”!

The Old Testament anticipated both the eternality and deity of the coming
Messiah. Through the prophet Micah, God foretold that Israel’s future ruler would
be born in Bethlehem, yet His “goings forth are from long ago, from the days of
eternity” (Mic. 5:2). Glenn Kreider notes, “In short, this ruler is a divine king.
Since only God is eternal, only God could come from eternity.”” Isaiah likewise
predicted the birth of a child who would bear the divine title “Mighty God” (Isa.
9:6). The same title is later applied to Yahweh Himself (Isa. 10:21). These
prophecies reveal a remarkable truth: the promised Messiah would enter history as
a man while possessing an existence that stretched back into eternity.

The Psalms further testify to the Messiah’s deity. In Psalm 45:6, the future
King is addressed as God: “Your throne, O God, is forever and ever.” The writer of
Hebrews applies this passage directly to Jesus Christ, saying, “But of the Son He
says, ‘Your throne, O God, is forever and ever’” (Heb. 1:8). Jesus 1s God.
Likewise, Psalm 110:1 records David saying, “The Lord says to my Lord,”
distinguishing between Yahweh and David’s Lord. Jesus cited this passage to
demonstrate that the Messiah was more than David’s descendant. He was David’s
Lord (Matt. 22:41-46). Additionally, many theologians understand the appearances
of the Angel of the Lord in passages such as Genesis 16, Exodus 3, and Joshua 5 as

' H. Wayne House and Timothy J. Demy, Answers to Common Questions about Jesus
(Grand Rapids, MI: Kregel Publications, 2011), 31.

2 Glenn R. Kreider, “The Deity of the Messiah in the Old Testament,” in The Moody
Handbook of Messianic Prophecy: Studies and Expositions of the Messiah in the Old Testament,
ed. Michael Rydelnik and Edwin Blum (Chicago, IL: Moody Publishers, 2019), 155.



preincarnate manifestations of the Son of God, revealing His activity long before
Bethlehem. Charles Ryrie states:

Clearly the Angel of Yahweh is a self-manifestation of Yahweh, for He
speaks as God, identifies Himself with God, and claims to exercise the
prerogatives of God (Gen. 16:7-14; 21:17-18; 22:11-18; 31:11-13; Exod.
3:2; Judg. 2:1-4; 5:23; 6:11-22; 13:3-22; 2 Sam. 24:16; Zech. 1:12; 3:1;
12:8). Yet He is distinguished from Yahweh (Gen. 24:7; Zech. 1:12-13).
That He 1s a Member of the Trinity is indicated by the fact that the
appearances of the Angel of Yahweh cease after the Incarnation. This is
confirmed by the Old Testament statement that the Angel of God
accompanied Israel when they left Egypt (Exod. 14:19; cf. 23:20) and the
New Testament statement that the Rock who followed Israel was Christ (1
Cor. 10:4).3

The New Testament explicitly affirms Christ’s eternal existence and deity.
John begins his Gospel with the declaration, “In the beginning was the Word, and
the Word was with God, and the Word was God” (John 1:1). Before the universe
existed, the Word already was. John does not describe the Word as coming into
existence but as existing eternally in fellowship with the Father and sharing the
very nature of God. A few verses later, John states, “The Word became flesh, and
dwelt among us” (John 1:14). The incarnation was not the beginning of Christ’s
existence but the moment the eternal Son entered humanity.

Jesus repeatedly testified to His own preexistence and equality with God.
Speaking to the Jewish leaders, He declared, “Before Abraham was born, I am”
(John 8:58), echoing the divine name revealed to Moses in Exodus 3:14. On
another occasion He stated, “I and the Father are one” (John 10:30). In His high
priestly prayer, He asked the Father to “glorify Me together with Yourself, with the
glory which I had with You before the world was” (John 17:5), affirming His
eternal preexistence and shared divine glory. Earl Radmacher states, “In light of
passages such as Isaiah 42:8 and 48:11 where God declares that He will not share
His glory with anyone else, these words of Jesus’ speak volumes about His place in
the Godhead.”™

3 Charles C. Ryrie, Basic Theology: A Popular Systematic Guide to Understanding
Biblical Truth (Chicago, IL: Moody Press, 1999), 275-276.

* Gary Derickson and Earl Radmacher, The Disciplemaker: What Matters Most to Jesus
(Salem, OR: Charis Press, 2001), 267.



The apostles likewise affirmed Christ’s deity. Thomas confessed the risen
Jesus as “My Lord and my God!” (John 20:28). Paul wrote that Christ existed “in
the form of God” before His incarnation (Phil. 2:6) and declared, “For in Him all
the fullness of Deity dwells in bodily form” (Col. 2:9). The writer of Hebrews
records the Father addressing the Son with the words, “Your throne, O God, is
forever and ever” (Heb. 1:8). Fruchtenbaum notes, “The Father addresses the Son
as O God, showing His deity and co-equality with the Father.” Later, Hebrews
declares that Jesus Christ is “the same yesterday and today and forever” (Heb.
13:8), emphasizing His unchanging nature.

Scripture also attributes divine works and worship to Christ. He created all
things (John 1:3; Col. 1:16), sustains all things (Col. 1:17), forgives sins (Mark
2:5-12), raises the dead (John 5:21), and will judge all humanity (John 5:22-27).
These are uniquely divine acts. Likewise, worship belongs to God alone (Ex. 20:3-
5; Matt. 4:10), yet Jesus repeatedly received worship and never rejected it. The
disciples worshiped Him after He calmed the sea (Matt. 14:33) and again following
His resurrection (Matt. 28:17). In heaven, angels and redeemed saints worship the
Lamb alongside the Father, proclaiming, “Worthy is the Lamb that was slain”
(Rev. 5:12).

The cumulative evidence is overwhelming. Jesus possesses the names,
attributes, works, and worship that belong exclusively to God. As eternal God, He
stands outside the created order as Creator and Sustainer of all things. Before
creation, the Son existed in perfect fellowship with the Father and the Holy Spirit.
He entered human history by choice. The One who lay in the manger was the same
eternal Son who created the stars, sustains the universe, and will one day return in
glory. His birth was not His beginning. It was the moment the eternal Son stepped
into the world He had made. To know Jesus Christ rightly is to recognize Him as
the eternal Son of God, fully divine and fully human, the unique God-Man and
Savior of the world.

The Eternal Son and the Trinity

Having established that Jesus Christ is the eternal Son of God, it 1s important
to understand His relationship to the Father and the Holy Spirit. Scripture reveals
that the Son does not exist independently of the Father or the Spirit but eternally as
the second Person of the triune Godhead. Christology, therefore, naturally leads to

5> Arnold G. Fruchtenbaum, The Messianic Jewish Epistles: Hebrews, James, First Peter,
Second Peter, Jude, 1st ed. (Tustin, CA: Ariel Ministries, 2005), 25.



the doctrine of the Trinity, for the identity of Jesus cannot be fully understood apart
from His eternal relationship within the one true God.

The doctrine of the Trinity reveals that God exists eternally as three distinct
Persons: the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. These three Persons share the
same divine essence and are coequal, coinfinite, and coeternal. The Father is God
(John 6:27; Eph. 4:6), the Son is God (John 1:1; 20:28), and the Holy Spirit is God
(Acts 5:3-4; 2 Cor. 3:17). Yet Scripture teaches there is only one God (Deut. 6:4).
Thus, there are not three gods but one God eternally existing in three Persons
(Matt. 28:19; 2 Cor. 13:14). Benjamin Warfield states, “there is one only and true
God, but in the unity of the Godhead there are three coeternal and coequal Persons,
the same in substance but distinct in subsistence.”® Before angels, mankind, or the
universe existed, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit enjoyed perfect
fellowship, unity, and love. According to Paul Enns:

The Trinity of God is a doctrine that is fundamental to the Christian faith;
belief or disbelief in the Trinity marks orthodoxy from unorthodoxy. Human
reason, however, cannot fathom the Trinity, nor can logic explain it, and,
although the word itself is not found in the Scriptures, the doctrine is plainly
taught in the Scriptures.’

The eternal relationship between the Father and the Son is especially
emphasized in Scripture. Jesus spoke of His preincarnate fellowship with the
Father, praying, “Father, glorify Me together with Yourself, with the glory which I
had with You before the world was” (John 17:5). The Son eternally existed in
intimate communion with the Father and shared fully in His divine glory before
creation. John likewise declares, “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word
was with God, and the Word was God” (John 1:1). The phrase “with God” conveys
personal relationship. The Son was not created by the Father, nor is He subordinate
in essence. He eternally exists alongside the Father as a distinct Person while fully
sharing the same divine nature.

The Holy Spirit likewise shares an eternal relationship with both the Father
and the Son. He is a divine Person who possesses intellect and will (1 Cor. 2:10-
11; Eph. 4:30; 1 Cor. 12:11). Scripture places the Spirit alongside the Father and

® Benjamin B. Warfield, The Works of Benjamin B. Warfield: Biblical Doctrines, vol. 2
(Bellingham, WA: Logos Bible Software, 2008), 133.

7 Paul P. Enns, The Moody Handbook of Theology (Chicago, IL: Moody Press, 1989),
198.



the Son in passages such as Matthew 28:19 and 2 Corinthians 13:14. He was active
in creation (Gen. 1:2), glorifies the Son (John 16:13-14), and carries out the
Father’s purposes throughout history. The Holy Spirit also played an essential role
in the incarnation by miraculously conceiving the humanity of Christ in the womb
of the virgin Mary (Matt. 1:18, 20; Luke 1:35). Throughout His earthly ministry
the Holy Spirit empowered and sustained Christ’s humanity in every act of
obedience, suffering, and sacrificial service, enabling Him to offer Himself without
blemish to God through the eternal Spirit (Luke 4:1, 14, 18; Acts 10:38; Heb.
9:14). Though distinct in Person and function, the Holy Spirit shares fully in the
one divine essence and the eternal fellowship of the Godhead.

The eternal relationship of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit reveals that God
has always existed in perfect unity, love, and fellowship. God did not create
mankind because He lacked companionship or relationship. Within the Trinity
there has always been complete satisfaction, perfect communication, and absolute
harmony. The eternal fellowship of the triune God provides the foundation for
creation, the incarnation, redemption, and all of God’s dealings with mankind.
Because Jesus is the eternal Son within the triune Godhead, His incarnation did not
change who He is but added a true human nature to His eternal divine Person. The
One who walked the roads of Galilee is the same eternal Son who created the
universe, sustains all things, and will return in glory to establish His earthly
kingdom. To know Jesus Christ rightly is to confess Him as fully God and fully
man, the unique God-Man, the eternal Son within the triune Godhead, and the only
Savior of the world.



The Incarnation

The incarnation is the act whereby the eternal Son of God added true
humanity to Himself and entered human history without surrendering His deity
(John 1:14; Gal. 4:4). This event was part of God’s eternal plan established before
the foundation of the world. Long before creation, God the Father determined that
the Son would become the Redeemer. The Old Testament progressively revealed
this plan through promises and covenants, beginning with the promise of a coming
Deliverer (Gen. 3:15) and continuing through the Abrahamic and Davidic
Covenants. The Messiah was anticipated in history because He had first been
appointed in eternity past.

The New Testament clearly affirms this divine plan and purpose. Hebrews
10:5 records the Son’s words to the Father, saying, “Sacrifice and offering You
have not desired, but a body You have prepared for Me.” This reveals both the
Father’s preparation and the Son’s willing acceptance of His mission. Robert
Gromacki notes, “In total awareness of the eternal plan of redemption and the
revealed statements of messianic Scripture, Christ willed to come to do the will of
God (Heb. 10:7, 9).”8 Throughout His earthly ministry, Jesus repeatedly
emphasized that He had been sent by the Father to accomplish a specific work,
declaring, “I have come down from heaven, not to do My own will, but the will of
Him who sent Me” (John 6:38). He came to seek and save the lost, to serve others,
and to give His life as a ransom for many (Luke 19:10; Mark 10:45).

God’s eternal plan reached its fulfillment at the cross and was vindicated
through the resurrection. Jesus declared, “I glorified You on the earth, having
accomplished the work which You have given Me to do” (John 17:4), and from the
cross proclaimed, “It is finished” (John 19:30). The mission conceived in eternity
was accomplished in history. Through His death and resurrection, Christ secured
redemption and fulfilled the purpose for which He had been sent into the world.
The incarnation therefore reveals the wisdom, grace, and faithfulness of God,
demonstrating that salvation rests upon His eternal purpose rather than human
effort. It stands as testimony to a plan conceived in eternity, accomplished in
history, and destined to bear fruit throughout eternity to come.

The Virgin Birth

8 Robert Gromacki, Stand Bold in Grace: An Exposition of Hebrews, The Gromacki
Expository Series (The Woodlands, TX: Kress Christian Publications, 2002), 162.



The virgin birth is the doctrine that Jesus Christ was conceived by the Holy
Spirit and born of the virgin Mary apart from a human father. This miraculous
conception was the means by which the eternal Son took upon Himself true
humanity and entered the world as the God-Man. Centuries before His birth, [saiah
foretold this event, declaring, “Behold, a virgin will be with child and bear a son,
and she will call His name Immanuel” (Isa. 7:14). Matthew explains that Immanuel
means “God with us” (Matt. 1:23), revealing that the promised child would be both
fully human and fully divine.

The Gospels record the fulfillment of this prophecy. Matthew states that
Mary “was found to be with child by the Holy Spirit” before she and Joseph came
together (Matt. 1:18), and Gabriel told Mary, “the Holy Spirit will come upon you,
and the power of the Most High will overshadow you” (Luke 1:35). The virgin
birth marked the entrance of the eternal Son into the world in a manner unlike any
other person. It also highlighted the uniqueness of His person. According to
Charles Ryrie, the virgin birth “need not be the necessary means of preserving
Christ sinless, since God could have overshadowed two parents so as to protect the
baby’s sinlessness had He so desired. It served as a sign of the uniqueness of the
person who was born.”

The virgin birth was essential to God’s redemptive plan because Christ had
to be truly human in order to represent mankind and die as our substitute, while
also being the holy Son of God. Gabriel declared that the child would be “holy”
and would be called “the Son of God” (Luke 1:35). Unlike every other descendant
of Adam, Jesus lived a life of perfect righteousness, for “In Him there is no sin” (1
John 3:5), and He “committed no sin, nor was any deceit found in His mouth™ (1
Pet. 2:22). Born of a woman (Gal. 4:4), yet having God as His eternal Father, He
possessed everything essential to genuine humanity while remaining fully divine.
The child born in Bethlehem was no ordinary child. He was Immanuel, “God with
us” (Matt. 1:23), the promised Messiah, the sinless Savior, and the eternal Son who
entered the world He created in order to redeem those who could not save
themselves.

The Hypostatic Union
The hypostatic union is the biblical doctrine that Jesus Christ is one Person

with two distinct natures, divine and human. He is fully God and fully man at the
same time. His deity was not diminished by His humanity, nor was His humanity

? Charles C. Ryrie, Basic Theology, 279.



overwhelmed by His deity. The two natures remain distinct, yet they are united
forever in the one Person of Jesus Christ. Paul states, “For in Him all the fullness
of Deity dwells in bodily form™ (Col. 2:9). This union began at the incarnation
when the eternal Son of God took upon Himself true humanity and entered the
human race. From that moment forward, He became and remains the God-Man
forever. Robert B. Thieme, Jr. notes:

The infinite and eternal Creator lowered Himself to the level of His own
creation, becoming a member of the human race so that He could provide
the means of salvation for fallen mankind (John 1:1-3, 14; Col. 1:22; Heb.
2:14). As undiminished deity, Jesus Christ is the exact “image of the
invisible God” (Col. 1:15). As true humanity, “born . . . according to the
flesh” (Rom. 1:3), He possesses a body (Heb. 10:5b; 1 Pet. 2:24), soul (Matt.
26:38), and spirit (Luke 23:46). His two natures—divine and human—are
inseparably united yet retain their separate identities, without loss or transfer
of properties. The characteristics of one nature are never attributed to the
other nature, but the attributes of both natures contribute to the Person.'°

It is important to understand what the hypostatic union does not mean. It
does not mean that Christ’s deity and humanity were mixed together to form a
third kind of nature. Nor does it mean that His divine nature replaced His human
nature. Likewise, it does not mean that He was two persons sharing one body.
Scripture consistently presents Jesus as one Person possessing two complete and
distinct natures. His deity remains fully divine, and His humanity remains fully
human. Neither nature loses its essential characteristics.

The Gospels provide examples of these two natures operating within the one
Person of Christ. As man, Jesus became weary and sat by a well in Samaria (John
4:6). Yet as God, He possessed supernatural knowledge of the Samaritan woman’s
life (John 4:17-19). As man, He slept in the boat during the storm (Mark 4:38). Yet
as God, He rebuked the wind and sea, and they immediately obeyed Him (Mark
4:39). As man, He died on the cross (John 19:30). Yet as God, His sacrifice
possessed infinite value and secured redemption for the world (1 Pet. 3:18).

The hypostatic union is essential to God’s plan of salvation. Only a true man
could represent humanity and die as our substitute. Hebrews states that Christ
shared in flesh and blood so that through death He might defeat the one who held

10 Robert B. Thieme, Jr. “Hypostatic Union”, Thieme’s Bible Doctrine Dictionary,
(Houston, TX., R. B. Thieme, Jr., Bible Ministries, 2022), 130-131.



the power of death (Heb. 2:14). At the same time, only God could provide a
sacrifice of infinite worth capable of satisfying divine justice. The God-Man alone
was qualified to serve as mediator between God and men (1 Tim. 2:5).

The hypostatic union also guarantees Christ’s ongoing ministry. The One
who sits at the Father’s right hand today is still the God-Man. His humanity was
not temporary. Following His resurrection, He ascended bodily into heaven (Acts
1:9-11) and remains our great High Priest who sympathizes with our weaknesses
(Heb. 4:15). One day He will return visibly and bodily to establish His kingdom on
earth. The same Jesus who came in humility at His first advent will return in glory
at His second. No one else in history possesses such an identity. Lewis S. Chafer
states:

Christ 1s God in His divine nature and man in His human nature, but in His
Personality as the God-man He is neither one nor the other apart from the
unity which He is. Isolation of either nature from the other is not possible,
though each may be separately considered. The divine nature is eternal, but
the human nature originates in time. It therefore follows that the union of the
two is itself an event in time, though it is destined to continue forever.!!

The Kenosis of Christ

Philippians 2:5-11 is one of the clearest passages on the incarnation of Jesus
Christ. Paul begins by affirming Christ’s full deity, stating that He existed “in the
form of God” (Phil. 2:6), possessing the very nature and essence of deity. Though
fully equal with the Father, Christ “emptied Himself” (Phil. 2:7), a concept known
as the kenosis. This emptying did not involve a surrender of deity, for God cannot
cease to be God. Rather, the eternal Son added humanity to Himself, taking “the
form of a bond-servant” and being made “in the likeness of men.” He voluntarily
accepted the limitations of genuine human existence and chose not to exercise His
divine prerogatives independently, living in submission to the Father’s will.
According to Arnold Fruchtenbaum, “The kenosis does not imply that He divested
Himself of the form of deity. Rather, it means that He laid aside the independent
exercise of His divine attributes by which the form of God expresses itself.”!> He
further states:

' Lewis S. Chafer, Systematic Theology, vol. 1 (Grand Rapids, MI: Kregel Publications,
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12 Arnold G. Fruchtenbaum, Messiah Yeshua: Divine Redeemer, Second Edition (San
Antonio, TX: Ariel Ministries, 2019), 5.



As God, He had the perfect right to independently use those attributes, but
He would no longer use them except in accordance with the will of God the
Father...He emptied Himself of the right to independently use His divine
attributes. He now became an earthly servant of God the Father. He would
use His attributes only in accordance with the will of God the Father. He
would not use His omnipotence unless God the Father willed it. He would
not use His omniscience unless God the Father willed it. Consequently, there
were things Yeshua did not know in His humanity. For example, He did not
know when He was coming back. The reason He did not know this is
because He did not use the attribute of omniscience; it was not God the
Father’s will for Him to do so. When Yeshua became a man, He did not
become less than God. Rather, by becoming a man, He took on humanity in
addition to His divinity."?

The passage concludes with Christ’s exaltation. Because of His perfect
obedience, “God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the name which is
above every name” (Phil. 2:9). Paul looks forward to the day when every knee will
bow and every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God
the Father (Phil. 2:10-11). Philippians 2 reveals both the humility and glory of
Christ. The eternal Son did not cease to be God when He became man. Rather, He
willingly assumed the role of a servant and accepted true humanity in order to
accomplish redemption. The Creator entered His creation, the Lord became a
servant, and the One who humbled Himself unto death will one day be universally
acknowledged as Lord of all.

Historical Errors and Heresies

Because Jesus Christ is unique, people have often struggled to explain His
person correctly. Throughout church history, various groups have attempted to
redefine Christ in ways that deny either His deity, His humanity, or the union of
the two natures in one Person. These errors arose because the biblical doctrine of
Christ is both complex and supernatural. Scripture presents Jesus as fully God and
fully man, and the human mind often seeks to simplify what God has revealed.

Some errors denied Christ’s deity. One of the earliest examples was
Arianism, which taught that Christ was the highest of created beings but not truly
God. According to this view, Jesus existed before the world but was nevertheless

B Ibid., 5.



created by God. This teaching directly contradicts Scripture, which declares, “In
the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God”
(John 1:1). If Christ were a creature, He could not be the Creator of all things (John
1:3; Col. 1:16), nor could He possess the fullness of deity (Col. 2:9). Alan W.

Gomes notes:

The Arian heresy is found in quite a few of modern heterodox groups. The
Jehovah’s Witnesses probably approximate it the most closely, teaching that
Jesus before the incarnation was an angel (Michael)—though, unlike Arius,
they do claim to hold to his full humanity in the incarnation. The specific
exegetical arguments against Christ’s deity offered by the Jehovah’s
Witnesses are also very similar to those of Arius. Historically, some
Unitarians also held an Arian Christology (though some opted for a dynamic
monarchian position).*

Other errors denied Christ’s true humanity. Some taught that Jesus only
appeared to be human and that His physical body was an illusion. This view, called
Docetism, failed to recognize that “the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us”
(John 1:14). Scripture presents Christ as genuinely human. He was born, grew,
became tired, hungered, thirsted, suffered, and died. The writer of Hebrews states
that He shared in “flesh and blood” (Heb. 2:14) and was “tempted in all things as
we are, yet without sin” (Heb. 4:15). If Christ were not truly human, He could not
serve as our substitute or represent humanity before God. According to Dennis W.
Jowers:

The term Docetism refers to the heresy according to which Christ’s body,
birth, suffering, and/or death were in some sense unreal; they only “seemed”
real...Docetism survived gnosticism’s demise in heresies such as
Manichaeism and Catharism and in Christian Science and modern
esotericism.!®

Still other errors attempted to explain the relationship between Christ’s two
natures by blending them together or separating them too sharply. Some taught that
His divine and human natures merged into a new kind of nature. Others effectively
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divided Christ into two persons acting alongside one another. Both approaches fail
because Scripture consistently presents one Person possessing two complete and
distinct natures. Jesus is not half God and half man. He is not two persons sharing
one body. He is one Person who is fully God and fully man.

The biblical doctrine of the hypostatic union avoids these extremes. It
affirms everything Scripture reveals concerning Christ’s deity and humanity
without diminishing either. Jesus Christ is the eternal Son of God who took upon
Himself true humanity without surrendering His deity. He remains forever the
God-Man, possessing two distinct natures united in one Person. While the doctrine
stretches beyond our full comprehension, it faithfully reflects the testimony of
Scripture. Rather than reshaping Christ to fit human reasoning, believers are called
to accept and proclaim Him as He is revealed in God’s word.

The Wonder of the Incarnation

What’s amazing to consider is that God the Son assumed the humanity He
had originally fashioned in Adam, walked upon the earth He had spoken into
existence, breathed the air He had created, drank from the waters He had formed,
ate from the bounty of His creation, slept beneath the stars He had hung in the
heavens, taught from mountains He had raised, and was warmed by the sun He had
appointed to rule the day. Yet the Creator who entered His own creation was
rejected by those He had fashioned in His image (John 1:10-11), judged by
creatures who owed Him their very existence (Matt. 27:22-26; Acts 17:28), and
crucified on a wooden cross fashioned from a tree He had made (Matt. 27:35; Col.
1:16-17). Jesus willingly submitted to crucifixion in order to die a substitutionary
death on behalf of all humanity (John 10:17-18; Rom. 5:8; 1 Pet. 3:18; 1 John 2:2),
including those who drove the nails into His hands and feet (Luke 23:33-34). No
greater act of love has ever been demonstrated than that of the Savior who
willingly died to save lost sinners.



Jesus the Promised Messiah of Israel

The Old Testament presents a compelling portrait of the Messiah through
promises and prophecies that progressively reveal God’s redemptive plan. From
Genesis onward, Scripture directs attention toward a coming Deliverer who would
accomplish God’s purposes for Israel and the world. The covenant promises given
to Abraham, David, and Israel established the framework for understanding the
Messiah’s identity and mission. The prophets added remarkable details concerning
His birth, lineage, ministry, suffering, death, resurrection, and future reign. When
Jesus appeared in history, He fulfilled the qualifications and prophecies associated
with the promised Messiah. Yet Scripture also teaches that aspects of the messianic
program remain future, awaiting Christ’s return to establish His kingdom and
fulfill every remaining promise. Understanding the relationship between the
covenants, the messianic prophecies, Christ’s Jewish identity, and His future reign
provides a richer appreciation of Jesus as Israel’s promised Messiah and the Savior
of the world.

The Covenants and the Messiah

The Old Testament covenants provide the framework through which God’s
redemptive plan and the identity of the Messiah are revealed. The Abrahamic
Covenant serves as the foundational covenant in God’s redemptive program. When
God called Abraham, He promised to make of him a great nation, to give his
descendants a specific land, and to bring blessing to all the families of the earth
through him (Gen. 12:1-3; 15:18-21; 22:18). These promises established Israel as
the covenant nation through which God would reveal Himself and accomplish His
purposes in history. While the covenant guaranteed national and territorial
blessings for Abraham’s physical descendants, it also looked beyond Israel to a
greater fulfillment. The promise of a coming Seed pointed ultimately to the
Messiah, through whom God would extend blessing beyond the borders of Israel.
Thus, the Abrahamic Covenant was not merely about the formation of a nation but

about God’s plan to bring redemption to the world through a particular descendant
of Abraham.

The New Testament identifies Jesus Christ as the promised Seed of
Abraham. Paul explains that the promises were centered in Abraham’s “seed,” and
then clarifies, “He does not say, ‘And to seeds,’ as referring to many, but rather to
one, ‘And to your seed,’ that is, Christ” (Gal. 3:16). Through His incarnation,
sinless life, substitutionary death, and bodily resurrection, Christ became the
channel through which the blessings promised to Abraham flow to both Jew and



Gentile. Through faith in Him, believers receive forgiveness of sins, the gift of
righteousness, eternal life, and a relationship with God. In this way, the worldwide
blessing promised to Abraham reaches its fullest expression in the gospel of Christ.
As Earl Radmacher observes, “Jesus Christ is the fulfillment of the covenant (Gal.
3:15) God made with Abraham. Although in one sense all Jews are the physical
seed of Abraham, Christ is the final focus of God’s promises, the ultimate Seed.
Christians are the spiritual seed of Abraham (Gal. 3:29).”!°

The Davidic Covenant further narrowed the messianic line by identifying the
royal family through which the Messiah would come. God promised David an
everlasting throne and kingdom (2 Sam. 7:16; Ps. 89:3-4). Michael Rydelnik states,
“The Messiah was understood to be one who would come from the line of David.
It is because of the Davidic covenant that the future King was called the son of
David.”!'” The prophets repeatedly looked forward to a future Son of David who
would reign in righteousness and establish a kingdom of peace (Isa. 9:6-7; Jer.
23:5-6). The New Testament presents Jesus as that promised King (Matt. 1:1; Luke
1:32-33). Though His kingdom was not established at His first coming (Matt.
21:43; Luke 19:11-12; John 18:36), Scripture anticipates His future return when
He will reign as the promised Son of David over Israel and the nations (Isa. 9:6-7;
Luke 1:32-33; Rev. 19:11-16; 20:4-6). Matthew and Luke carefully trace His
genealogy to David, confirming His legal and physical connection to the royal line
(Matt. 1:1-17; Luke 3:23-38). The angel Gabriel announced concerning Jesus,
“The Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David” (Luke 1:32). Charles
Ryrie states:

Gabriel announced to Mary that her Son would be given the throne of David
(Luke 1:31-33). This is not fulfilled by the invisible God reigning over the
affairs of men (which He does, to be sure). To have an occupant of David’s
throne requires a human being. Therefore, Messiah had to be a human being.
But to occupy that throne forever requires that the occupant never die. And
only God qualifies. So the One who ultimately fulfills the Davidic promise
has to be a God-man.'®
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The New Covenant reveals how the Messiah would provide the spiritual
blessings necessary for Israel’s future restoration. Through Jeremiah, God
promised a covenant characterized by forgiveness of sins, internal transformation,
and a renewed relationship with Himself (Jer. 31:31-34). Jesus inaugurated this
covenant through His sacrificial death, declaring, “This cup which is poured out
for you is the new covenant in My blood” (Luke 22:20). Fruchtenbaum states, “By
His shedding of blood, He [Jesus] inaugurated the New Covenant. He replaced, by
His sacrifice, the old system and established the New Covenant.”!” Thomas
Constable states, “Jesus ratified the New Covenant when He died on the cross, the
blessings that will come to Israel did not begin then. They will begin when Jesus
returns and establishes His kingdom on the earth. However, the church enters into
some of the blessing of the New Covenant now.”?°

Through Christ, the spiritual blessings of the New Covenant are already
being experienced by believers today, including forgiveness of sins, reconciliation
with God, and the indwelling ministry of the Holy Spirit. Yet the covenant also
contains promises specifically related to Israel’s future national restoration and
spiritual renewal. Just as the Abrahamic and Davidic Covenants await their
complete fulfillment, so the New Covenant will ultimately find its fullest
expression when Israel is restored and the Messiah reigns in His kingdom. Renald
Showers notes, “the Church is partaking of the spiritual blessings of the New
Covenant, the material and national promises of that covenant are not being
fulfilled with the Church.”*! Fruchtenbaum adds:

The Church is related to the New Covenant only insofar as receiving the
spiritual benefits of the Covenant (salvation benefit), but the Church is not
fulfilling it. The Church has become a partaker of Jewish spiritual blessings,
but the Church is not a taker-over of the Jewish covenants. The Church
partakes of the spiritual blessings and promises, but not the material or
physical promises or blessings.?

Taken together, the Abrahamic, Davidic, and New Covenants converge in
the person and work of Jesus Christ. He is the promised Seed of Abraham through

19 Arnold G. Fruchtenbaum, The Messianic Jewish Epistles, 133.

20 Tom Constable, Tom Constable’s Expository Notes on the Bible (Galaxie Software,
2003), Matt 26:28.

21 Renald E. Showers, There Really Is a Difference!: A Comparison of Covenant and
Dispensational Theology (Bellmawr, NJ: The Friends of Israel Gospel Ministry, Inc., 1990), 107.

22 Arnold G. Fruchtenbaum, Israelology: The Missing Link in Systematic Theology, Rev.
ed. (Tustin, CA: Ariel Ministries, 1994), 636.



whom blessing comes to the nations, the royal Son of David who will reign
forever, and the mediator of the New Covenant through whom forgiveness and
restoration are secured. From Genesis to Revelation, God’s covenant program
points to His Son. Through Christ, God’s promises are guaranteed, His purposes
are accomplished, and His faithfulness is displayed for all generations. The
covenants are a testimony to the centrality of Jesus Christ in God’s redemptive
plan.

Messianic Prophecies Fulfilled

The Old Testament contains hundreds of prophecies concerning the coming
Messiah, providing a detailed portrait of His person, lineage, ministry, suffering,
and future reign. These prophecies were written over many centuries by different
authors, yet they converge upon Jesus Christ with remarkable precision. The
Messiah was foretold as the Seed of the woman who would defeat the serpent
(Gen. 3:15), the descendant of Abraham through whom the nations would be
blessed (Gen. 22:18), the ruler from the tribe of Judah (Gen. 49:10), and the Son of
David whose kingdom would endure forever (2 Sam. 7:16; Ps. 89:3-4). The New
Testament repeatedly presents Jesus as the fulfillment of these promises,
demonstrating that His coming was not unexpected but part of God’s
predetermined plan.

The prophets also foretold specific details concerning the Messiah’s earthly
life and ministry. Isaiah predicted His virgin birth and divine identity (Isa. 7:14;
9:6), Micah identified Bethlehem as His birthplace (Mic. 5:2), and Daniel foretold
the timing of His appearance (Dan. 9:25-26). Isaiah further described His ministry
of compassion, healing, and proclamation of good news (Isa. 35:5-6; 61:1-2). The
Gospels record Jesus fulfilling these predictions through His birth, teaching,
miracles, and public presentation to Israel as her promised King. The consistency
between prophecy and fulfillment provides compelling evidence that Jesus is the
Messiah anticipated throughout the Hebrew Scriptures.

Perhaps the most remarkable prophecies concern the Messiah’s suffering,
death, resurrection, and exaltation. Isaiah 53 describes the suffering Servant who
would bear the sins of others, while Psalm 22 portrays details later fulfilled in
Christ’s crucifixion. Psalm 16:10 foretells His resurrection, and Psalm 110 reveals
His exaltation at God’s right hand. The New Testament repeatedly identifies these
prophecies as fulfilled in Jesus’ death, resurrection, ascension, and present ministry
in heaven (Acts 2:25-36; Heb. 1:3). While many messianic prophecies were
fulfilled at His first coming, others await fulfillment at His return, when He will



establish His kingdom and reign over the earth. Thus, Jesus stands as both the
fulfillment of past prophecy and the guarantee of future prophetic fulfillment.

Jesus and His Jewish Identity

Jesus Christ entered history as a Jew, born into the nation of Israel.
Fruchtenbaum states, “The biblical definition of a Jew is one who is a descendant
of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.”?® The Messiah had to come through the line of
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Judah, and David, just as the Old Testament foretold (Gen.
12:3; 49:10; 2 Sam. 7:12-16). Both Matthew and Luke trace Jesus’ genealogy to
demonstrate His legal and physical connection to these covenant promises (Matt.
1:1-17; Luke 3:23-38). Paul summarizes this truth by stating that Christ was “born
of a woman, born under the Law” (Gal. 4:4). He entered the world as a member of
the covenant nation through which God had promised to bring salvation.

Throughout His earthly life, Jesus fully participated in Jewish culture,
worship, and religious observances. He was circumcised according to the Law
(Luke 2:21), presented at the temple (Luke 2:22-24), attended synagogue services
(Luke 4:16), celebrated the Jewish feasts (John 2:13; 7:2, 10), and taught from the
Hebrew Scriptures. His ministry unfolded within the context of first century
Judaism, and His teaching frequently addressed Israel’s spiritual condition and
covenant responsibilities. As the Messiah, He came first to present Himself to the
nation that had long awaited His arrival.

Jesus openly identified Himself as Israel’s promised Messiah and King
(Matt. 16:16-17; John 4:25-26). He proclaimed the nearness of the kingdom (Matt.
4:17; Mark 1:14-15), performed the messianic signs foretold by the prophets,
including healing the sick, giving sight to the blind, and raising the dead (Isa. 35:5-
6; Matt. 11:4-5; John 20:30-31), and fulfilled numerous prophecies concerning the
coming Redeemer, including His birth, ministry, suffering, death, and resurrection
(Isa. 7:14; Mic. 5:2; Isa. 53:3-12; Ps. 16:10; Luke 24:44-46). Through His words
and works, Jesus demonstrated that He was the long-awaited Messiah promised
throughout the Old Testament. Many recognized His claims. Andrew declared,
“We have found the Messiah” (John 1:41), Nathanael confessed, “You are the Son
of God; You are the King of Israel” (John 1:49), and Peter affirmed, “You are the
Christ, the Son of the living God” (Matt. 16:16). Yet many in Israel rejected Him
because He did not conform to their expectation of an immediate political deliverer

2 Ibid., 727.



(John 3:19; 12:37). They desired a conquering king but stumbled over a suffering
Savior.

The Jewish identity of Jesus underscores God’s faithfulness to His covenant
promises and provides the foundation for understanding His future kingdom. The
Messiah who came through Israel remains Israel’s Messiah today. His rejection at
the first advent did not nullify God’s promises to the nation. The same Jesus who
came in humility to provide redemption will one day return in glory to establish the
kingdom promised by the prophets and reign from David’s throne (Zech. 14:9;
Luke 1:32-33). Thus, Jesus is both the Savior of the world and the promised King
of Israel, through whom all of God’s covenant purposes will ultimately be fulfilled.

Future Fulfillment of Messianic Promises

Many of the messianic prophecies concerning Jesus Christ were fulfilled
during His first coming, but numerous promises remain awaiting future fulfillment.
The Old Testament prophets not only predicted the Messiah’s suffering and death
but also His victorious reign as King over Israel and the nations. These prophecies
describe a time when the Messiah will return in power and glory, judge His
enemies, restore Israel, and establish a kingdom characterized by righteousness,
peace, and justice (Isa. 2:2-4; 9:6-7; Zech. 14:9). Since these promises were not
fulfilled during Christ’s first advent, they point forward to His future return and
earthly reign.

Scripture teaches that Jesus will personally return to earth to accomplish
these remaining aspects of God’s prophetic program. Following His ascension, the
angels declared, “This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will
come in just the same way as you have watched Him go into heaven” (Acts 1:11).
At His second coming, Christ will defeat the nations gathered against Jerusalem,
deliver Israel, and establish the kingdom promised throughout the Old Testament
(Zech. 12:10; 14:3-9; Rev. 19:11-21). The throne promised to David will be
occupied by David’s greater Son, and the Messiah will reign as King over all the
earth (Isa. 11:1-10; Luke 1:32-33).

The future fulfillment of messianic prophecy demonstrates God’s
faithfulness to His word. Just as the prophecies concerning Christ’s birth, life,
death, and resurrection were fulfilled literally, so the promises concerning His
return and kingdom will be fulfilled literally. The Messiah who came in humility
as the suffering Servant will return in glory as the conquering King. Israel will
experience the national restoration promised by the prophets, the nations will be



brought under His righteous rule, and God’s covenant promises will reach their
complete fulfillment. The certainty of these future events rest on the character of
God and the faithfulness of His Messiah.



The Sinless Life of Christ

Scripture presents Jesus as uniquely free from sin in nature, thought, word,
and deed. Conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of a virgin (Isa. 7:14; Luke 1:35),
He entered the world as the holy Son of God, untouched by the corruption that
characterizes fallen humanity. What God directly produces is holy and without the
corruption of sin. Unlike every descendant of Adam, He possessed no sin nature
and no personal guilt. Throughout His earthly life, He demonstrated perfect
obedience to the Father’s will, fulfilling the righteousness that God’s law required
and living in complete conformity to God’s standards.

The New Testament repeatedly affirms Christ’s sinlessness. Jesus
challenged His opponents, asking, “Which one of you convicts Me of sin?”’ (John
8:46), and no accusation could be sustained against Him. John declared, “In Him
there 1s no sin” (1 John 3:5), Paul wrote that He “knew no sin” (2 Cor. 5:21), and
Peter testified that Jesus “committed no sin, nor was any deceit found in His
mouth” (1 Pet. 2:22). Christ lived a perfectly righteous life without a single act,
word, or thought that violated the will of God.

Christ’s sinlessness was indispensable to His role as Savior. Under the Old
Testament sacrificial system, offerings had to be without defect, foreshadowing the
perfect sacrifice to come. Had Jesus possessed even one sin of His own, He would
have needed a savior rather than being the Savior. Instead, as the spotless Lamb of
God, He was qualified to bear the sins of others. Peter writes that believers were
redeemed “with precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and spotless, the blood
of Christ” (1 Pet. 1:19). Fruchtenbaum notes, “Since Jesus was sinless, he did not
need to first atone for his own sins, but with his own blood made atonement for all
who would accept it.”?* Because He was sinless, He could die for sinners; because
He was righteous, He could provide righteousness to those who believe in Him.
His perfect life therefore stands alongside His substitutionary death and bodily
resurrection as a foundational truth of the Christian faith, demonstrating that He
alone is qualified to be the Savior of the world.

The Temptation and Victory of Christ

Immediately following His baptism, Jesus was led by the Holy Spirit into
the wilderness to be tempted by the devil (Matt. 4:1; Luke 4:1). After fasting for
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forty days and forty nights, He faced a series of direct temptations from Satan.
These temptations were not designed to determine whether Christ would sin, but to
demonstrate His absolute righteousness and qualification as the Messiah. Satan
sought to entice Jesus to act independently of the Father’s will, to satisfy legitimate
needs through illegitimate means, and to obtain glory apart from the path of
obedience and the cross. Yet in every instance Jesus remained perfectly faithful,
responding to each temptation with the word of God. Where Adam failed in a
perfect environment, Christ succeeded, demonstrating complete obedience to the
Father (Matt. 4:4, 7, 10).

The temptations of Christ reveal both the reality of His humanity and the
perfection of His character. As a true man, He experienced genuine testing.
Hebrews states that He was “tempted in all things as we are, yet without sin” (Heb.
4:15). Though Satan presented every opportunity to deviate from God’s plan,
Christ never entertained sinful thoughts, desires, or actions. His responses
consistently reflected complete dependence upon the Father and unwavering
confidence in Scripture. By resisting every temptation, He demonstrated that He
was the spotless Lamb of God, morally qualified to offer Himself as a sacrifice for
the sins of the world.

Christ’s victory over temptation also provides encouragement for believers.
Because He experienced the full force of testing without yielding, He is able to
sympathize with those who are tempted and to provide grace in times of need
(Heb. 2:18; 4:15-16). Jesus’ triumph revealed the impotence of Satan and
foreshadowed the ultimate victory He would achieve through His death and
resurrection. The temptation in the wilderness was an early manifestation of the
conflict between the promised Messiah and the kingdom of darkness. Christ
emerged victorious, proving Himself to be the obedient Son, the perfect Man, and
the sinless Savior who would accomplish the Father’s plan of redemption.

Fulfillment of the Mosaic Law

One of the central aspects of Christ’s earthly ministry was His perfect
fulfillment of the Mosaic Law. Unlike every other person in history, Jesus obeyed
God’s commands completely and without failure. He fulfilled the Law not only by
avoiding sin but also by accomplishing everything God required in thought, word,
and deed. Jesus Himself declared, “Do not think that I came to abolish the Law or
the Prophets; I did not come to abolish but to fulfill” (Matt. 5:17). He did not come
to set aside God’s Old Testament revelation but to bring it to its intended
completion. The Law, the sacrifices, the priesthood, the feasts, and the prophetic



expectations all pointed forward to Him and found their fulfillment in His person
and work.

As a Jew living under the Mosaic Covenant, Jesus was born “under the
Law” (Gal. 4:4) and obeyed its requirements perfectly. He loved the Father with
absolute devotion and lived in complete submission to His will. He never violated
a commandment, never fell short of God’s righteous standard, and never acted
independently of the Father’s plan. While every other descendant of Adam stands
condemned as a lawbreaker, Christ alone fulfilled the Law completely.
Furthermore, the ceremonial aspects of the Law found their reality in Him. The
sacrifices pointed to His substitutionary death as the Lamb of God (John 1:29), the
priesthood anticipated His ministry as our great High Priest (Heb. 4:14-16), and the
feasts and rituals foreshadowed various aspects of His redemptive work.

Christ’s perfect fulfillment of the Law was essential to His role as Savior.
Had He violated even one commandment, He would have been a sinner in need of
salvation Himself. Instead, He rendered the perfect obedience that God’s
righteousness required. Paul writes that God sent His Son, “so that He might
redeem those who were under the Law” (Gal. 4:4-5). Because He fulfilled the Law
completely, He alone was qualified to bear the penalty of those who had broken it.

The fulfillment of the Law by Christ also marked a significant transition in
God’s program. Paul writes, “Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to
everyone who believes” (Rom. 10:4). Warren Wiersbe states, “Christ is ‘the end of
the Law’ in the sense that through His death and resurrection, He has terminated
the ministry of the Law for those who believe. The Law is ended as far as
Christians are concerned.”” The Law reached its intended goal and culmination in
Jesus. Having fulfilled its righteous demands through His life, death, and
resurrection, Christ brought the Mosaic Covenant to its completion (Rom. 6:14;
Gal. 3:24-25; Heb. 8:13). The One who died for our sins was also the One who
perfectly fulfilled every requirement of God’s holiness, making Him the only
perfectly righteous man who has ever lived and the only Savior qualified to redeem
fallen humanity.

The Betrayal and Trials of Jesus
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The events leading to Christ’s crucifixion began with His betrayal by Judas
Iscariot, one of His twelve disciples. Though Judas had accompanied Jesus
throughout much of His public ministry, he agreed to deliver Him into the hands of
the religious leaders for thirty pieces of silver (Matt. 26:14-16). On the night before
His crucifixion, after celebrating the Passover with His disciples, Jesus went to the
Garden of Gethsemane to pray. There Judas arrived with a crowd sent by the chief
priests and elders. Identifying Jesus with a kiss, he handed Him over to those who
sought His death (Matt. 26:47-50). Following His arrest, Jesus was subjected to a
series of judicial proceedings that violated numerous principles of Jewish legal
practice. He was first taken to Annas, the former high priest, and then to Caiaphas,
the acting high priest (John 18:12-24). During the night, members of the Sanhedrin
assembled and sought testimony against Him. Witnesses were brought forward, yet
their accounts conflicted and failed to establish a legitimate charge (Mark 14:55-
59). Despite the lack of credible evidence, the religious leaders had already
determined that Jesus must die.

The decisive accusation came when the high priest directly questioned Jesus
concerning His identity. When Jesus affirmed that He was the Messiah and the Son
of God, the high priest accused Him of blasphemy and declared Him deserving of
death (Matt. 26:63-66). In reality, Jesus was guilty of no wrongdoing. His claim
was true, yet the religious leaders rejected the evidence of His words, works, and
fulfillment of prophecy. Their verdict reflected spiritual blindness and hostility
toward the One whom God had sent. Because the Jewish authorities lacked the
legal authority to carry out a capital sentence under Roman rule, they delivered
Jesus to the Roman governor, Pontius Pilate (John 18:28-31). Pilate repeatedly
concluded that Jesus was innocent and found no basis for execution (Luke 23:4,
14, 22). Jesus was also examined by Herod Antipas, who likewise found no
legitimate cause for condemnation (Luke 23:6-15). Nevertheless, political pressure
and the demands of the crowd eventually prevailed. Fearing unrest and seeking to
satisfy the people, Pilate authorized the crucifixion of a man he knew to be
innocent (Matt. 27:24-26).

The betrayal, arrest, and trials of Jesus reveal both the depth of human sin
and the sovereignty of God. Though wicked men acted according to their own
sinful desires, these events unfolded according to God’s predetermined plan for
redemption (Acts 2:23). Jesus was not a helpless victim of circumstances. He
willingly submitted Himself to the Father’s will, knowing that His suffering would
provide the basis for the salvation of mankind (John 10:17-18). The path from
Gethsemane to Golgotha was marked by injustice, false accusation, and rejection,



yet through these events God accomplished the redemption that had been planned
from eternity past.



The Death of Christ

The cross of Christ stands at the center of God’s redemptive plan and is the
defining event of human history. While the incarnation reveals who Jesus is, the
cross reveals why He came. Jesus did not enter the world merely to teach, perform
miracles, or provide a moral example. He came to die for our sins. Throughout His
earthly ministry, the cross stood before Him as the ultimate objective of His
mission. He declared that “the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve,
and to give His life a ransom for many” (Mark 10:45). At Calvary, the eternal Son
of God accomplished the work that made salvation possible for fallen humanity.

The cross was the fulfillment of God’s eternal plan. Long before Jesus was
born, Scripture foretold His suffering and death. Isaiah wrote, “He was pierced
through for our transgressions, He was crushed for our iniquities” (Isa. 53:5).
David described details of the crucifixion centuries before its practice became
known in Israel (Ps. 22:16-18). Jesus Himself repeatedly predicted His coming
death and explained its purpose to His disciples (Matt. 16:21; 20:18-19). Jesus told
His disciples:

Behold, we are going up to Jerusalem, and all things which are written
through the prophets about the Son of Man will be accomplished. For He
will be handed over to the Gentiles, and will be mocked and mistreated and
spit upon, and after they have scourged Him, they will kill Him; and the
third day He will rise again. (Luke 18:31-33)

The necessity of the cross arises from the problem of sin. Scripture teaches
that all people are sinners who stand guilty before a holy God (Rom. 3:10, 23). The
penalty for sin is death (Rom. 6:23), and no amount of human effort can remove
that guilt. God’s righteousness demands justice, and His justice requires that sin be
judged. Because God is holy, He cannot ignore sin. Because He is loving, He
provided a solution for sinful and helpless humanity. At the cross, God’s love and
justice met perfectly in the person of Jesus Christ. As our substitute, Jesus bore
divine judgment in our place. Peter writes, “He Himself bore our sins in His body
on the cross” (1 Pet. 2:24). Isaiah declared, “The Lord has caused the iniquity of us
all to fall on Him” (Isa. 53:6). On the cross, Christ was not dying for His own sins,
for He had none. He was dying for ours. The righteous One took the place of the
unrighteous. As Peter states, “Christ died for sins once for all, the just for the
unjust, so that He might bring us to God” (1 Pet. 3:18). This substitutionary aspect
of the cross lies at the heart of the gospel.



The cross also fulfilled the symbolism of the Old Testament sacrificial
system. For centuries, Israel offered animals as sacrifices for sin. Yet those
sacrifices could never permanently remove guilt (Heb. 10:1-4). They pointed
forward to a greater sacrifice that God Himself would provide. John the Baptist
identified Jesus as “the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world” (John
1:29). At Calvary, the Lamb of God was crucified in our place. Christ offered
Himself once for all, accomplishing what the blood of bulls and goats could never
accomplish. The sufficiency of Christ’s work is seen in His final declaration from
the cross, when He said, “It is finished” (John 19:30). The Greek word tetelestai
means “to complete an activity or process, bring to an end, finish, complete.”?°
Nothing remained to be added. The debt of sin had been satisfied. The work of
redemption had been accomplished. Unlike the Old Testament priests who
continually offered sacrifices, Jesus “having offered one sacrifice for sins for all
time, sat down at the right hand of God” (Heb. 10:12). His seated position signifies
that the work is complete.

The cross therefore stands as the supreme demonstration of God’s love,
grace, righteousness, and justice. There, the sinless Son of God bore the penalty
that sinners deserved. There, redemption was purchased, forgiveness secured, and
reconciliation made possible. Every blessing of salvation flows from the finished
work of Christ at Calvary. For this reason, Paul could say, “we preach Christ
crucified” (1 Cor. 1:23), and later declare, “I determined to know nothing among
you except Jesus Christ, and Him crucified” (1 Cor. 2:2). The cross remains the
heart of the gospel because it is the place where God’s provision for human sin was
fully and forever accomplished.

The Historical Reality of Crucifixion

Crucifixion was one of the most brutal forms of execution in the ancient
world. Developed and refined by the Romans, it was designed to inflict maximum
suffering, humiliation, and public disgrace. Victims were typically scourged
beforehand with a whip embedded with bone or metal, causing severe blood loss
and physical trauma. They were then led to a public place of execution, often
carrying the crossbeam themselves. In Jesus’ case, His weakened condition
became so severe that Simon of Cyrene was compelled to carry the cross behind
Him (Luke 23:26). Upon arrival, the condemned man was stripped of his clothing,
attached to the cross, and lifted up before public view. The Gospels record that the
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soldiers divided Jesus’ garments among themselves, fulfilling Psalm 22:18 (Matt.
27:35; John 19:23-24).

Death by crucifixion was typically slow and agonizing. Victims endured
intense pain, blood loss, dehydration, exhaustion, and increasing difficulty
breathing as their bodies gradually failed. The physical suffering was immense, but
the shame and humiliation were equally severe, for crucifixion was intended to
display Rome’s power and strip the condemned of all dignity. The crucifixion of
Jesus is among the best attested events of ancient history, recorded in all four
Gospels and acknowledged even by non-Christian sources. The historical evidence
leaves little doubt that Jesus of Nazareth was publicly executed by crucifixion
under the authority of Pontius Pilate during the Roman administration of Judea.

Yet the significance of Christ’s crucifixion extends far beyond its historical
reality. Thousands were crucified by Rome, but only one death accomplished
redemption. Jesus was not merely a victim of Roman justice or Jewish hostility. He
was the sinless Son of God who willingly laid down His life for the sins of the
world. As He declared, “No one has taken it away from Me, but I lay it down on
My own initiative” (John 10:18). The suffering was real, the shame was real, and
the death was real, but so was the purpose behind it. The One who created the
universe willingly endured the cruelty of the cross in obedience to the Father’s will
and out of love for fallen humanity. At the cross the Savior accomplished the
salvation that sinful mankind could never achieve for itself.

The Accomplishments of Christ’s Death on the Cross

The death of Christ accomplished far more than the removal of sin’s penalty.
Through His work on the cross, Jesus secured a number of benefits that reveal the
richness and completeness of God’s salvation. These accomplishments address
every aspect of humanity’s fallen condition and demonstrate the wisdom, justice,
grace, and love of God. The New Testament highlights several key results of
Christ’s sacrificial death, including redemption, reconciliation, propitiation,
forgiveness, and justification. Together, these doctrines explain what Christ
accomplished at Calvary and why His death stands at the center of God’s
redemptive plan.

One of the great results of Christ’s death is redemption. Redemption carries
the idea of purchasing someone out of bondage through the payment of a ransom.
According to Chafer, “Redemption is an act of God by which He Himself pays as a
ransom the price of human sin which the outraged holiness and government of God



requires.””’ Scripture describes humanity as enslaved to sin and unable to secure its
own freedom (John 8:34; Rom. 3:10, 23). Just as a slave could not purchase his
own release, sinners cannot free themselves through personal effort. Christ became
the Redeemer who paid the necessary price. He declared that He came “to give His
life a ransom for many” (Mark 10:45). Through His blood, believers possess
redemption and the forgiveness of sins according to the riches of God’s grace
(Eph. 1:7). Redemption accomplishes more than the forgiveness of sins. Through
Christ, believers are delivered from condemnation (Rom. 8:1), freed from sin’s
mastery (Rom. 6:11-14), brought into a new relationship with God (Gal. 3:26-28),
and given an eternal inheritance (Eph. 1:11, 14; 1 Pet. 1:3-4). Peter reminds
believers that they were redeemed not with perishable things such as silver or gold,
but “with precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and spotless, the blood of
Christ” (1 Pet. 1:18-19). The price of redemption reveals both the seriousness of
sin and the immeasurable value of Christ’s sacrifice.

Another accomplishment of the cross is reconciliation. Sin created a barrier
between God and humanity, producing alienation and separation. Fallen mankind
stands estranged from the Creator and incapable of restoring the broken
relationship. Yet God took the initiative. Paul writes that God “reconciled us to
Himself through Christ” (2 Cor. 5:18). Reconciliation originates not in human
effort but in divine grace. God Himself provided the means by which the hostility
created by sin could be removed. The basis of reconciliation is the death of Christ.
Paul declares that God reconciled all things to Himself through Christ, “having
made peace through the blood of His cross” (Col. 1:20). This peace is objective
and rests upon the fact that Christ satisfied every righteous demand of divine
justice. Therefore, those who were once enemies of God may now enjoy peace
with Him through faith in Jesus Christ (Rom. 5:1, 10).

Closely related to reconciliation is the doctrine of propitiation. Propitiation
refers to the satisfaction of God’s righteous wrath against sin. Because He is
perfectly holy, sin cannot be ignored. On the cross, Jesus bore the judgment that
sinners deserved and fully satisfied the demands of divine righteousness. John
writes, “He Himself is the propitiation for our sins” (1 John 2:2), and Paul declares
that God publicly displayed Christ as a propitiation through faith in His blood
(Rom. 3:25). Propitiation demonstrates both the justice and love of God. His
justice 1s seen because sin was fully judged. His love is seen because He Himself
provided the sacrifice that judgment required (John 3:16; 1 John 4:10). Through
Christ’s death, God remains perfectly righteous while at the same time justifying
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those who believe in Jesus (Rom. 3:26). J. Dwight Pentecost states, “Propitiation is
the work of Christ that satisfies all the claims of divine holiness, righteousness, and
justice, so that God is free to act on behalf of sinners.”?®

Flowing from Christ’s redemptive work is the forgiveness of sins. Because
Jesus bore the full penalty for sin, God is able to forgive completely all who place
their faith in Christ. Paul writes, “In Him we have redemption through His blood,
the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of His grace” (Eph. 1:7),
and the writer of Hebrews reminds us that “without shedding of blood there is no
forgiveness” (Heb. 9:22). God’s forgiveness is complete because Christ’s sacrifice
was offered once for all (Heb. 10:10-14). Consequently, believers are no longer
under condemnation (Rom. 8:1), their sins are remembered no more in a judicial
sense (Heb. 10:17), and they stand fully accepted before God on the basis of
Christ’s finished work.

Another accomplishment of the cross is justification. Because Christ fully
satisfied the righteous demands of God through His substitutionary death, God is
able to declare the believing sinner righteous. Justification is God’s judicial act
whereby He credits the righteousness of Christ to everyone who believes in Him (2
Cor. 5:21; Phil. 3:9). Paul writes that believers are “justified as a gift by His grace
through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus” (Rom. 3:24), and “having now
been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from the wrath of God through
Him” (Rom. 5:9). This declaration is not based upon human merit or works but
rests entirely upon Christ’s finished work. Having been justified by faith, believers
possess peace with God (Rom. 5:1), stand accepted before Him (Eph. 1:6), and will
never come into condemnation (Rom. 8:1, 33-34).

The Universal Provision of Christ’s Death

The benefits of Christ’s work extend to the entire human race. Scripture
consistently teaches that Christ died for all people. John the Baptist identified Him
as “the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world” (John 1:29). Paul writes
that Christ “gave Himself as a ransom for all” (1 Tim. 2:6), and Hebrews states that
He tasted death “for everyone” (Heb. 2:9). The provision of the cross is universal
in scope. Christ’s sacrifice is sufficient for every person and removes every barrier
on God’s side to the salvation of all who believe. Although Christ died for all, only
those who believe in Jesus as Savior receive the benefits of His saving work.

28 J. Dwight Pentecost, Things Which Become Sound Doctrine (Grand Rapids, MI: Kregel
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Scripture distinguishes between the universal provision of salvation and its
personal reception through faith in Jesus. Scripture states, “He who believes in the
Son has eternal life” (John 3:36). Because Christ died for all, the gospel can be
proclaimed to all without reservation. The cross stands as the supreme
demonstration of God’s holiness, justice, wisdom, and love. Through His
substitutionary death, Christ accomplished redemption, reconciliation, propitiation,
forgiveness, and justification, securing every provision necessary for the salvation
of all who place their faith in Him.



The Resurrection and Ascension of Jesus

The resurrection of Jesus Christ is of primary importance for the Christian
faith. While the cross accomplished redemption, the resurrection demonstrated the
Father’s acceptance of Christ’s sacrifice and His victory over sin and death.
Christianity does not rest upon the teachings of a deceased religious leader but
upon a living Savior who rose bodily from the grave. Without the resurrection, the
gospel would be incomplete, faith would be futile, and the hope of eternal life
would be uncertain. The resurrection confirms that Jesus is who He claims to be
and that His saving work was fully accomplished. Ryrie states:

Christ’s death and resurrection are said to be “of first importance.” The
Gospel is based on two essential facts: a Savior died and He lives. The burial
proves the reality of His death. He did not merely faint only to be revived
later. He died. The list of witnesses proves the reality of His resurrection. He
died and was buried; He rose and was seen. Paul wrote of that same twofold
emphasis in Romans 4:25: He was delivered for our offenses and raised for
our justification. Without the Resurrection there is no Gospel.?

The New Testament presents the resurrection as a historical event that
occurred in time and space. Following His crucifixion and burial, Jesus physically
rose from the dead on the third day. The tomb was empty, and He appeared to
numerous witnesses over a period of forty days (Acts 1:3). These appearances
involved individuals, small groups, and large gatherings, demonstrating that the
resurrection was neither a legend nor a spiritual experience, but a bodily reality.

One of the strongest evidences for the resurrection is the empty tomb. Jesus
was buried in the tomb of Joseph of Arimathea, a respected member of the Jewish
council, and the location was known to both His followers and His enemies (Matt.
27:57-60). Because Jesus had predicted His resurrection, the Jewish authorities
secured the tomb and stationed guards to prevent interference (Matt. 27:62-66).
Yet on the third day the tomb was found empty, despite every precaution that had
been taken. The significance of the empty tomb is heightened by the response of
Christ’s opponents. The Jewish authorities did not deny that the tomb was empty.
Instead, they attempted to explain it by claiming the disciples had stolen the body
(Matt. 28:11-15). This explanation acknowledged the very fact it sought to dismiss.
Had Jesus’ body remained in the grave, the authorities could have easily produced
it and ended the Christian movement before it began.
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The post-resurrection appearances provide additional historical evidence. On
the day of His resurrection, Jesus appeared to Mary Magdalene, other women, and
two disciples on the road to Emmaus (John 20:11-18; Matt. 28:8-10; Luke 24:13-
35). Later that evening He appeared to the disciples in Jerusalem, inviting them to
see and touch Him and even eating in their presence (Luke 24:36-43). These
encounters demonstrated that He had risen bodily from the grave. The appearances
continued during the following weeks. Jesus appeared again to the disciples with
Thomas present, leading Thomas to confess, “My Lord and my God!” (John
20:28). He later appeared to seven disciples by the Sea of Galilee and to a larger
gathering in Galilee where He delivered the Great Commission (Matt. 28:16-20;
John 21:1-14). These meetings involved extended conversations and personal
interaction, further confirming the reality of the resurrection.

Particularly significant is Paul’s statement that Jesus appeared to more than
five hundred brethren at one time, many of whom were still alive when he wrote to
the Corinthians (1 Cor. 15:6). This large body of eyewitnesses provided a powerful
public testimony that could be examined and verified by any who wanted to
investigate the matter themselves. Christianity did not arise from the testimony of a
few 1solated individuals but from numerous witnesses who consistently affirmed
that they had seen the risen Christ.

The resurrection also transformed those who encountered the risen Lord.
Before the crucifixion, the disciples were fearful, discouraged, and hiding behind
locked doors (John 20:19). After seeing the risen Christ, they boldly proclaimed
His resurrection in Jerusalem, despite persecution, imprisonment, and the threat of
death. Their dramatic transformation is best explained by their genuine conviction
that Jesus had risen from the dead. According to Fruchtenbaum:

Before Yeshua'’s resurrection, the disciples were characterized as fearful,
paranoid men who had to lock themselves in a house because they feared the
leadership of Israel. Suddenly, after the resurrection and the Day of
Pentecost, they became bold proclaimers of the resurrection (Acts 4). They
were no longer intimidated by the threats of the leadership of Israel, and
their boldness even led to martyrdom. They faced death in full faith.°

The conversion of skeptics provides further evidence. James, the half-
brother of Jesus, was initially unconvinced concerning Christ’s identity (John 7:5).
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Yet after an appearance from the risen Lord, he became a leading figure in the
Jerusalem church (1 Cor. 15:7). Likewise, Saul of Tarsus, once a fierce persecutor
of Christians, encountered the risen Christ on the road to Damascus and became
the apostle Paul (Acts 9:1-6). These radical changes demand a compelling
explanation.

The Nature of Jesus’ Resurrection Body

Following His resurrection, Jesus possessed a real, physical body that could
be seen, touched, and recognized. He was not a spirit, phantom, or mere
appearance. When He appeared to His disciples, He invited them to examine Him,
saying, “See My hands and My feet, that it is [ Myself; touch Me and see, for a
spirit does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have” (Luke 24:39). He also
ate food in their presence (Luke 24:42-43), demonstrating the tangible nature of
His resurrected body. The tomb was empty because the same body that had been
crucified was raised from the dead and transformed. Though glorified, His
resurrection body retained continuity with the body that died, even bearing the
marks of crucifixion (John 20:27). Christ’s resurrection was therefore a bodily
resurrection, confirming His victory over death and validating His claims as the
Son of God (Rom. 1:4).

At the same time, Jesus’ resurrection body possessed new qualities that
transcended ordinary human limitations. He could appear and disappear suddenly
(Luke 24:31), enter locked rooms (John 20:19, 26), and was no longer subject to
weakness, suffering, or death (Rom. 6:9). His glorified humanity serves as the
pattern for the future resurrection of believers. Paul explains that Christ is “the first
fruits of those who are asleep” (1 Cor. 15:20), indicating that His resurrection body
previews what believers will one day receive. Just as Christ was raised in glory,
power, and immortality, so believers will be raised with glorified bodies suited for
eternal life in God’s presence (1 Cor. 15:42-49; Phil. 3:20-21). The risen Lord
remains forever the God-Man, possessing a glorified human body and serving as
the guarantee of the believer’s future resurrection and eternal hope. Fruchtenbaum
notes:

We can conclude that the resurrected body was the same as the one that died.
This was not a newly created body, but the very same body that had been
placed into the tomb. That same body underwent a change—not an absolute,
total change, but a major change in many areas. There were enough changes
so that He was not recognized immediately; nevertheless, enough elements
remained so that He was recognized as being the same person. The



Messiah’s resurrection body was not yet glorified during the forty days of
His post-resurrection ministry. Therefore, when He appeared, He looked just
like a normal man, as was the case with the women in the garden and with
the two disciples on the Emmaus Road. He still had the scars of the
crucifixion. Only with His ascension was He glorified (Phil. 3:21; Rev. 1:12-
18).3!

The Significance of the Resurrection

The resurrection validates Christ’s claims concerning His identity and
mission. Throughout His earthly ministry, Jesus claimed equality with the Father,
accepted worship, forgave sins, and identified Himself as the promised Messiah.
By raising Him from the dead, God publicly vindicated those claims. Paul writes
that Christ was “declared the Son of God with power by the resurrection from the
dead” (Rom. 1:4). The resurrection also demonstrates Christ’s victory over sin and
death and provides the basis for the believer’s justification. As Paul explains,
Christ “was handed over because of our transgressions, and was raised because of
our justification” (Rom. 4:25). His resurrection confirms that the Father’s righteous
demands were fully satisfied and that the debt of sin had been paid in full.
Moreover, Christ’s resurrection guarantees the future resurrection of every
believer, for He is “the first fruits of those who are asleep” (1 Cor. 15:20). Because
He lives, those who have trusted in Him will live also (John 14:19). John
Walvoord states:

If He [Jesus] did not rise from the dead, then He is not the Son of God, and it
follows that His death on the cross is the death of an ordinary man and of no
value to others. If, on the other hand, Christ actually rose from the dead, He
not only demonstrates by this means that He is indeed all He claims to be but
that His work has the value set forth in the Scriptures, namely, a
substitutionary sacrifice on behalf of the sins of the whole world.3?

The Ascension of Jesus Christ

The ascension of Jesus Christ marks the conclusion of His earthly ministry
and the beginning of His exalted ministry in heaven. After His resurrection, Jesus
appeared to His disciples over a period of forty days, providing many convincing
proofs that He was alive and instructing them concerning the kingdom of God
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(Acts 1:3). When His earthly work was complete, He led His disciples to the
Mount of Olives, blessed them, and ascended bodily into heaven before their eyes
(Luke 24:50-51; Acts 1:9). As they watched, a cloud received Him out of their
sight, signifying His entrance into the presence of the Father. The ascension was a
triumphant return to heaven following the completion of His redemptive mission.

The ascension demonstrates that the Father accepted Christ’s sacrificial
work on behalf of humanity. After bearing the sins of the world on the cross and
rising victoriously from the grave, Jesus entered heaven as the conquering Savior.
Hebrews declares that after He had made purification of sins, He “sat down at the
right hand of the Majesty on high” (Heb. 1:3). His seated position signifies that the
work of redemption is complete. Unlike the Old Testament priests who continually
offered sacrifices, Christ offered Himself once for all and then sat down because
nothing remained to be added to His finished work (Heb. 10:11-12). The ascension
therefore serves as divine confirmation that the penalty for sin was fully paid and
accepted by God.



The Present Ministry of Christ

Following His ascension into heaven, Jesus Christ entered into an ongoing
ministry at the Father’s right hand. Having completed the work of redemption on
the cross and secured salvation through His death and resurrection, He now serves
on behalf of His people from heaven (Heb. 1:3; 10:12). The New Testament
reveals that Christ’s ministry did not end when He ascended. Rather, it entered a
new phase in which He actively represents, cares for, and directs those who belong
to Him.

The present ministry of Christ provides tremendous comfort and assurance
to believers. The One who died for our sins, rose from the dead, and ascended into
heaven remains actively involved in the lives of His people. From His exalted
position at the Father’s right hand, He continually ministers on behalf of the
Church, ensuring that God’s purposes are accomplished and that believers receive
the grace, guidance, and support they need for the Christian life.

Scripture highlights several important aspects of Christ’s present heavenly
ministry. He serves as our High Priest, our Advocate, the Head of the Church, and
our Intercessor. Each of these ministries demonstrates His ongoing care for
believers and reveals the benefits that flow from His finished work on the cross.
Together they provide a fuller understanding of the exalted Lord who now
ministers from heaven until the day He returns in glory.

Jesus as High Priest

Jesus Christ presently serves as our great High Priest in heaven. Under the
Mosaic Law, the high priest represented the people before God and offered
sacrifices on their behalf. Those priests were temporary because they were subject
to weakness and death. Christ, however, possesses an eternal priesthood. Having
offered Himself as the perfect sacrifice for sin, He entered heaven itself and now
ministers in the presence of the Father for believers (Heb. 4:14-16; 9:24). Unlike
the Levitical priests who repeatedly offered sacrifices that could never permanently
remove sin, Jesus offered one sacrifice for sins for all time and then sat down at the
right hand of God, signifying that His redemptive work was complete (Heb. 10:11-
12). As the risen and exalted Lord, He continues to serve His people as their
permanent High Priest.

Christ’s priesthood is especially comforting because He fully understands
the experiences of humanity. Having taken upon Himself true humanity, He



experienced hunger, thirst, fatigue, sorrow, rejection, suffering, and temptation.
Hebrews declares that He is a High Priest who can “sympathize with our
weaknesses,” having been “tempted in all things as we are, yet without sin” (Heb.
4:15). Though He never sinned, He experienced the full reality of life in a fallen
world and therefore understands the struggles faced by believers. Because of His
perfect knowledge and compassion, Christians are invited to “draw near with
confidence to the throne of grace” to receive mercy and find grace for help in time
of need (Heb. 4:16).

Christ’s priestly ministry also guarantees the security and preservation of
believers. Hebrews states that “He always lives to make intercession” for those
who come to God through Him and is therefore able to save them completely (Heb.
7:25). His priesthood never ends because He lives forever. He continually
represents believers before the Father on the basis of His finished work on the
cross. As our great High Priest, Jesus provides access to God, sympathy in our
weaknesses, grace for daily living, and ongoing intercession on our behalf. His
ministry assures believers that they are never abandoned, for the One who died for
them now lives forever to serve them in the presence of God (Heb. 7:24-25; 9:24).

Jesus as Advocate

Jesus Christ serves believers as their Advocate before the Father. The term
advocate refers to one who speaks on behalf of another, and this ministry is
directed specifically toward Christians. John writes, “And if anyone sins, we have
an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous” (1 John 2:1b). Though
God desires believers to walk in holiness, He knows they continue to struggle with
sin in this life. When they fail, Christ does not abandon them or withdraw His
ministry on their behalf. Rather, He faithfully represents them before the Father on
the basis of His finished work on the cross. John immediately adds, “and He
Himself is the propitiation for our sins” (1 John 2:2), emphasizing that Christ’s
advocacy rests not upon the believer’s performance but upon His substitutionary
death and complete satisfaction of God’s righteous demands concerning sin.

Christ’s advocacy should not be understood as persuading an unwilling Father to
show mercy, for the Father Himself provided the Son as the Savior of the world
(John 3:16; Rom. 5:8). Rather, it reflects the perfect harmony within the Godhead
concerning the believer’s salvation and security. As the righteous One, Jesus
continually upholds the benefits secured by His sacrificial death, ensuring that
believers remain accepted before God on the basis of grace. Although Satan
continually accuses the brethren before God (Job 1:6-11; Zech. 3:1; Rev. 12:10),



and his accusations often expose genuine failures, Christ never serves as the
believer’s prosecutor but always as his Advocate (1 John 2:1). He answers every
accusation, not by denying the believer’s sin, but by presenting His finished work
on the cross. Paul writes, “Who will bring a charge against God’s elect? God is the
one who justifies; who is the one who condemns? Christ Jesus is He who died, yes,
rather who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who also intercedes for us”
(Rom. 8:33-34). Because His shed blood has fully satisfied every righteous
demand of God, no accusation can overturn the believer’s justified standing before
the Father. Chafer states, “God accepts always the death of His Son as the basis of
His release of those who have sinned. The advocacy of Christ in heaven respecting
the believer’s sin 1s so complete and perfect that by it He wins a title which He
gains nowhere else, namely, Jesus Christ the righteous.”** This ministry provides
great assurance to Christians who recognize their ongoing failures and
shortcomings. While believers are called to confess their sins and walk in
fellowship with God (1 John 1:9), they do so knowing that their standing before
Him rests securely in Christ. His advocacy is a continual testimony to the
sufficiency of His finished work and the eternal security of all who have trusted in
Him (1 John 2:1-2). Chafer adds:

The present advocacy of Christ in heaven is self-appointed. It is included in
His work as Savior. It is wrought for every believer at all times without
regard to the believer’s own understanding of it or any supposed cooperation
with it. It is not therefore a subject of petition; it is rather a subject of praise
and thanksgiving.>*

Head of the Church

One of Christ’s most important present ministries is His role as Head of the
Church. Scripture teaches that the Church belongs to Jesus Christ, who directs and
sustains it as its living Head. Paul writes that God “put all things in subjection
under His feet, and gave Him as head over all things to the church” (Eph. 1:22). As
Head of the Church, Christ possesses supreme authority over His people and
oversees the fulfillment of His purposes during the present age. Having ascended
to the Father’s right hand, He now exercises that authority from heaven, directing
the affairs of His body on earth according to His perfect wisdom and sovereign
will.

33 Lewis Sperry Chafer, Systematic Theology, Vol. 7 (Grand Rapids, MI: Kregel
Publications, 1993), 12.
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The relationship between Christ and the Church is often illustrated by the
analogy of a body. Paul explains that believers collectively form the body of Christ
and that Christ Himself is the Head (Eph. 4:15-16; Col. 1:18). Just as a physical
body receives direction and coordination from the head, so the Church receives its
guidance and life from Christ through His word. Every believer is united to Him
through the baptism of the Holy Spirit (1 Cor. 12:13) and derives spiritual strength,
purpose, and direction through that relationship. The Church exists because of
Christ, belongs to Christ, and functions under His authority.

Christ’s headship also emphasizes His preeminence. Paul writes that Christ
is “the head of the body, the church” and that He holds this position “so that He
Himself will come to have first place in everything” (Col. 1:18). The Church is
therefore Christ centered rather than man centered. Its mission, message, and
ministry are to be shaped by His word and directed toward His glory. Human
leaders such as pastors, elders, and teachers serve important roles within local
congregations, but they serve under the authority of the risen Lord who remains the
true Head of His Church. No individual, office, or organization can rightfully
assume the place that belongs to Christ alone.

As Head of the Church, Christ also provides for the growth and spiritual
development of His people. Paul states that the whole body is fitted and held
together by Christ and grows as each member functions according to the grace and
gifts God has supplied (Eph. 4:15-16). He distributes spiritual gifts to believers for
service (Rom. 12:4-8; Eph. 4:7-12), directs the ministry of the Church, and works
through His people to accomplish His purposes in the world. Every act of genuine
spiritual growth and effective ministry ultimately finds its source in the living
Christ who empowers and sustains His body.

The doctrine of Christ’s headship provides both comfort and confidence for
believers. The Church is not dependent upon human wisdom or power for its
survival. It is sustained by the living Christ who promised, “I will build My
church” (Matt. 16:18). Though churches may face opposition, persecution,
division, false teaching, or difficulty, Christ remains faithful to direct and preserve
His people. As the exalted Head of the Church, He continues to govern His body,
provide for its needs, distribute spiritual gifts, and accomplish His purposes until
the day He returns for His bride. Because the Church belongs to Him, its future is
secure, and its ultimate success rests not upon man but upon the sovereign Lord
who rules over it.



Jesus as Intercessor

Jesus Christ presently serves as the Intercessor for believers before the
Father. Intercession refers to His ongoing ministry of representing and praying on
behalf of His people. Scripture declares that Christ is seated at the right hand of
God and “also intercedes for us” (Rom. 8:34). Likewise, Hebrews states that “He
always lives to make intercession” for those who come to God through Him (Heb.
7:25). This ministry is possible because Christ’s work of redemption is complete.
Having died for our sins, risen from the dead, and ascended into heaven, He now
continually represents believers in the presence of the Father. His intercession is
constant, flowing from His unending life and eternal priesthood.

Christ’s intercession provides assurance and encouragement for the believer.
He knows every weakness, struggle, temptation, and trial because He experienced
life as a true man while remaining without sin (Heb. 4:15). Therefore, His prayers
are perfectly informed and perfectly effective. On the night before His crucifixion,
Jesus prayed for His disciples and for all future believers, asking that they be
protected, sanctified, and ultimately brought into His presence (John 17:9-24). His
present intercessory ministry continues that same loving concern for His people.
The believer never faces life’s challenges alone, for the risen Lord continually
ministers on his behalf before the Father. The exalted Savior who died for His
people now lives forever to pray for them, ensuring that they will one day stand
complete in His presence. (Rom. 8:34; Heb. 7:25)



The Future Work of Christ
The Rapture of the Church

The rapture of the Church is the future event in which Jesus Christ will
descend from heaven and remove all Church Age believers from the earth, both
living and dead, to be with Himself. Paul describes this event in 1 Thessalonians
4:16-17, explaining that “the dead in Christ will rise first,” followed by living
believers who “will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord
in the air.” The word translated “caught up” comes from the Greek verb harpazo,
meaning “to grab or seize suddenly so as to remove or gain control, snatch/take
away.”®> This event is further described in 1 Corinthians 15:51-52, where Paul
reveals that believers will be transformed “in a moment, in the twinkling of an
eye.” The rapture is therefore a resurrection and transformation event in which
believers receive glorified bodies and are gathered to Christ.

The rapture is distinct from the Second Coming of Christ. At the rapture,
believers meet the Lord in the air and are taken to the Father’s house in fulfillment
of Jesus’ promise, “I will come again and receive you to Myself, that where I am,
there you may be also” (John 14:3). At the Second Coming, Christ returns visibly
to the earth with His saints to judge His enemies and establish His kingdom (Zech.
14:4; Rev. 19:11-16). Robert Lightner observes, “At the Rapture, Christ comes for
His saints. At the Second Coming, Christ comes with His saints.”*® These events
differ in purpose and circumstances, though both are part of God’s future program.

The New Testament presents the rapture as an imminent event, meaning that
it may occur at any moment. Believers are repeatedly exhorted to watch, wait, and
live in expectation of Christ’s return (Phil. 3:20; 1 Th. 1:10; Tit. 2:13). No
prophetic event is said to precede the rapture. This expectancy characterized the
early Church and serves as a source of comfort, encouragement, and motivation for
holy living. Paul concluded his teaching on the rapture with the command,
“Therefore comfort one another with these words™ (1 Th. 4:18). The believer’s
hope rests in the return of the Savior.
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The rapture marks the conclusion of the Church Age and the beginning of a
new phase in God’s prophetic program. For believers, it means reunion with
departed loved ones in Christ, deliverance from mortality, and entrance into the
presence of the Lord. Most importantly, it fulfills the longing of every believer to
see Christ face to face. From that moment forward, the Church will be forever with
the Lord, clothed in glorified bodies and sharing in the blessings secured through
His death and resurrection (1 Th. 4:17; Phil. 3:20-21; 1 John 3:2).

The Judgment Seat of Christ

The rapture of the Church will be followed by a time of evaluation before
the Lord known as the Judgment Seat of Christ. This takes place in heaven. This
judgment does not determine salvation, for all who appear there have already been
saved by grace through faith in Christ (Eph. 2:8-9). Rather, it concerns the
believer’s works, service, and faithfulness during the Christian life. Charles Bing
states, “The purpose of this judgment is not to determine whether someone is saved
or not, but to determine whether a saved person is worthy of reward.”’ Paul
writes, “For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one
may be recompensed for his deeds in the body” (2 Cor. 5:10). Likewise, believers
are described as builders whose works will be tested by fire to determine their
quality and enduring value (1 Cor. 3:12-15). This judgment examines how
believers lived after salvation and how faithfully they fulfilled the responsibilities
entrusted to them by the Lord. Walvoord adds, “The judgment at the judgment seat
of Christ is for those who have been saved who will then be evaluated as to their
contribution to the Lord’s work.”®

At the Judgment Seat of Christ, faithful service will be rewarded. Scripture
speaks of crowns, praise, honor, authority, and positions of responsibility that will
be granted according to each believer’s faithfulness (Matt. 25:21; 1 Cor. 9:25; 2
Tim. 4:8; Rev. 22:12). These rewards are not earned as a means of salvation but
are bestowed as expressions of the Lord’s approval. The believer’s motives,
decisions, sacrifices, and acts of obedience will be brought into the light and
evaluated according to divine standards rather than human opinion (1 Cor. 4:5).
The Judgment Seat therefore highlights both God’s perfect justice and His gracious
desire to reward those who have faithfully served Him.
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This future evaluation should motivate believers to live with an eternal
perspective. Paul urged Christians to be “steadfast, immovable, always abounding
in the work of the Lord, knowing that your toil is not in vain in the Lord” (1 Cor.
15:58). Every act of faithful obedience, every sacrifice made for Christ, and every
decision to walk by faith carries eternal significance. While some believers will
suffer loss of reward, they themselves “will be saved, yet so as through fire” (1
Cor. 3:15). The Judgment Seat of Christ therefore serves as both a warning and an
encouragement, reminding believers that their daily lives matter and that one day
they will stand before their Savior to give an account of how they used the time,
opportunities, and resources He entrusted to them.

Jesus’ Second Coming

The Second Coming of Jesus Christ is His future, visible return to the earth
in power and glory at the conclusion of the seven-year Tribulation. Unlike His first
advent, when He came in humility to provide salvation, His second advent will be
marked by judgment and kingship. Jesus Himself predicted this event, declaring,
“they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of the sky with power and
great glory” (Matt. 24:30). Timothy Demy states, “The return of Christ will be
followed by a series of judgments and then the inauguration of the millennial
kingdom and one-thousand-year reign of Christ upon the earth.”* The prophets
likewise anticipated a time when the Messiah would return to deliver Israel, defeat
her enemies, and establish His righteous rule over the nations (Isa. 9:6-7; Zech.
14:3-9). The Second Coming demonstrates God’s faithfulness to fulfill every
promise concerning the Messiah’s future reign.

At His return, Christ will defeat the armies gathered against Jerusalem and
bring an end to the rebellion of the nations. As the returning King who is to reign,
He must put down rebellion. Revelation portrays Him as the victorious King riding
forth from heaven, clothed with majesty and authority, bearing the title “KING OF
KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS” (Rev. 19:11-16). The Antichrist and False
Prophet will be judged, and Satan’s dominion over the world system will be
broken (Rev. 19:19-21; 20:1-3). What mankind has failed to achieve through
politics, military power, diplomacy, or human effort, Christ will accomplish
through His sovereign authority. His return will bring justice to the earth and
vindicate God’s righteousness before all nations.

3% Timothy J. Demy and Thomas Ice, Answers to Common Questions about the End
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The Second Coming prepares the way for Christ’s future earthly kingdom.
Following His victory, He will gather Israel, judge the surviving nations, and
assume His rightful place as David’s greater Son (Matt. 25:31-34; Luke 1:32-33).
The One who was rejected at His first coming will be recognized as the rightful
King of the world. His reign will bring peace, righteousness, and stability unlike
anything experienced in human history. The return of Christ therefore stands as the
climax of biblical prophecy and the decisive event that ushers in the fulfillment of
God’s kingdom purposes on earth.

The Judgment of the Nations

Following His return to earth, Jesus Christ will judge the surviving nations
to determine who will enter His earthly kingdom. This event follows the seven-
year Tribulation but precedes the millennial kingdom. This judgment is described
in Matthew 25:31-46, where the Son of Man sits on His glorious throne and
gathers the nations before Him. The issue is the demonstration of faith during the
Tribulation period. The treatment of Christ’s “brethren,” generally understood to
be believing Jews who endured persecution during that time, reveals the spiritual
condition of those being judged.

The Judgment of the Nations highlights Christ’s authority as both King and
Judge. The One who was rejected and condemned by men at His first coming will
sit in judgment over the nations at His second coming. His verdict will be perfectly
just, impartial, and based upon complete knowledge of every person’s response to
God’s revelation. Through this judgment, the kingdom will begin with believing
individuals who are prepared to live under the Messiah’s rule. It also demonstrates
that no nation or individual stands outside Christ’s authority, for all peoples will
ultimately answer to Him. The Judgment of the Nations therefore serves as an
important transition between Christ’s return and the establishment of His
millennial kingdom (Matt. 25:31-34, 41, 46). According to Henry Thiessen:

This judgment must be distinguished from the one before the great white
throne, for this one precedes the millennium. It must also be distinguished
from the judgment of the beast, the false prophet, and their armies. The
nations send the armies, but are distinct from them. After Christ has dealt
with the armies, he will gather together the nations for judgment. It should



be noted that the sheep go into the kingdom, and the goats into eternal
punishment.*

The Restoration of Israel

The restoration of Israel is a central feature of Christ’s future kingdom
program. Both the judgment of the nations (mentioned above) and the restoration
of Israel occur after the seven-year Tribulation and before the establishment of
Christ’s millennial kingdom. Throughout the Old Testament, God promised that
although Israel would experience discipline, dispersion, and suffering because of
disobedience, He would one day regather and restore the nation under the reign of
the Messiah (Deut. 30:1-6; Isa. 11:11-12; Ezek. 36:24-28). These promises were
never revoked and await their complete fulfillment. At His second coming, Jesus
will deliver Israel from her enemies and bring the nation into the blessings
promised in the Abrahamic, Davidic, and New Covenants. What the prophets
foretold for centuries will become a reality as the Messiah restores His covenant
people to their land and to fellowship with God.

The restoration of Israel will include both a physical regathering and a
spiritual renewal. The prophets anticipated a future generation of Jews who would
recognize Jesus as their Messiah and turn to Him in faith (Zech. 12:10; 13:1; Rom.
11:26-27). God declared through Ezekiel, “I will give you a new heart and put a
new spirit within you” (Ezek. 36:26), emphasizing the inward transformation that
will accompany Israel’s national restoration. The nation that once rejected her
King will welcome Him, and the covenant blessings promised by God will be
experienced in their fullest measure. Israel’s restoration will therefore demonstrate
both God’s faithfulness to His promises and His power to redeem and transform a
people for His glory.

Under Christ’s kingdom reign, Israel will occupy a place of blessing and
service among the nations. Jerusalem will become the center of the Messiah’s
earthly government, and the nations will come to learn His ways and submit to His
righteous rule (Isa. 2:2-4; Zech. 8:22-23). Israel will finally fulfill the role God
intended for her as a witness to the nations and a channel of blessing to the world.
The restoration of Israel stands as a testimony to God’s unchanging character, for
the Lord who made unconditional promises to Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and David
will fulfill every one of them through Jesus Christ, Israel’s Messiah and King.
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Jesus’ Kingdom Reign

Following His return to earth, Jesus Christ will establish the kingdom
promised throughout the Old Testament and reign as King over Israel and the
nations. This kingdom is the fulfillment of God’s covenant promises to Abraham,
David, and Israel (Gen. 12:1-3; 2 Sam. 7:12-16; Luke 1:32-33). The prophets
repeatedly described a future age in which the Messiah would govern the world
from Jerusalem, exercising righteous authority over all peoples (Isa. 2:2-4; 11:1-5;
Zech. 14:9). What was promised by the prophets and anticipated by generations of
believers will become a historical reality when Christ takes His seat upon David’s
throne and rules the earth. Pentecost states, “There can and will be no earthly
theocratic kingdom apart from the personal manifested presence of the Lord Jesus
Christ. This whole age depends upon His return to the earth as promised. All that
exists in the millennium has its origin in the King who is revealed.”*!

Christ’s kingdom will be characterized by righteousness, justice, peace, and
prosperity. Unlike every human government, His administration will be perfect
because it will be exercised by the sinless Son of God. Isaiah wrote that “the earth
will be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea” (Isa. 11:9),
and Jeremiah foretold that the Messiah would reign as a righteous King (Jer. 23:5-
6). During this time, Israel will experience national restoration and enjoy the
blessings promised by God, while the nations will benefit from Christ’s just and
wise rule. The curse upon creation will be greatly restrained, and the world will
experience conditions unlike any previous era in human history (Isa. 11:6-9; 35:1-
10).

The kingdom reign of Christ will publicly demonstrate His rightful authority
over the earth and fulfill God’s original purpose for human rule. The One who was
rejected, crucified, and mocked at His first advent will be universally recognized as
Lord and King. His reign will last for one thousand years (Rev. 20:1-6), serving as
the final proof that God’s kingdom program will triumph over every form of
human and satanic opposition. At the conclusion of this glorious reign, Christ will
bring history into its final phase, leading to the removal of all evil and the
establishment of the eternal state, when God’s purposes will be fulfilled forever.

The Defeat of Satan
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From the beginning of human history, Satan has opposed God’s purposes,
deceived mankind, and sought to usurp the authority that belongs to the Lord alone
(Gen. 3:1-5; Isa. 14:12-14). Though he presently exercises influence over the
world system (John 12:31; 2 Cor. 4:4), his defeat is certain. Following Christ’s
return, Satan will be seized and bound for a thousand years, preventing him from
deceiving the nations during the Messiah’s kingdom reign (Rev. 20:1-3). This
fulfills God’s ancient promise that the Seed of the woman would ultimately crush
the serpent (Gen. 3:15). The binding of Satan demonstrates Christ’s absolute
authority over all angelic and demonic powers and ensures that the kingdom will
operate free from satanic deception.

At the conclusion of the thousand years, Satan will be released for a brief
time and will once again lead a rebellion against God. His revolt will fail
immediately, and he will be cast into the lake of fire, where he will be tormented
forever alongside the Beast and False Prophet (Rev. 20:7-10). This final judgment
marks the complete and permanent end of Satan’s influence in God’s creation. The
one who tempted Eve, opposed Israel, sought to destroy the Messiah, and deceived
the nations will never again threaten God’s people or disrupt His purposes. Christ’s
victory over Satan reveals the triumph of divine righteousness over evil and
prepares the way for the eternal state in which righteousness alone will dwell (2
Pet. 3:13).

The Great White Throne Judgment

Following the thousand-year kingdom, Jesus Christ will preside over the
Great White Throne Judgment described in Revelation 20:11-15. This judgment
concerns unbelievers from all ages and should not be confused with the Judgment
Seat of Christ, which evaluates believers for rewards. John writes, “Then I saw a
great white throne and Him who sat upon it” (Rev. 20:11). Scripture identifies the
Judge as Jesus Christ, for the Father “has given all judgment to the Son” (John
5:22). At this final judgment, the dead who never trusted in Christ will be raised
and brought before Him to answer for their deeds.

The Great White Throne Judgment is not a trial to determine whether a
person is saved but a judicial proceeding that confirms God’s righteous verdict.
The books will be opened, revealing the works of every individual, and another
book, the Book of Life, will be examined (Rev. 20:12). Since salvation is by grace
through faith and not by works (Eph. 2:8-9), no one will be justified on the basis of
personal merit. Justification before God comes by faith alone in Christ alone (Acts



4:12; Rom. 3:28; Gal. 2:16). The record of works serves to demonstrate God’s
perfect justice and the guilt of those who rejected His provision of salvation.
Because their names are absent from the Book of Life, they stand condemned
before a holy and righteous Judge.

The Great White Throne Judgment brings human history to its final judicial
conclusion. Death and Hades will be cast into the lake of fire, and all evil will be
permanently removed from God’s creation (Rev. 20:14-15). Every challenge to
God’s righteousness will be answered, and every act of unbelief and rebellion will
receive its just recompense. With judgment complete, Christ will usher creation
into its eternal state, where righteousness alone will dwell (2 Pet. 3:13). The Great
White Throne therefore stands as a solemn reminder of God’s holiness, the
certainty of divine judgment, and the necessity of faith in Jesus Christ as the only
Savior.

The Transfer of the Kingdom to the Father

After Christ has completed His kingdom reign and every enemy has been
subdued, He will transfer the kingdom to God the Father. Paul describes this future
event, writing, “then comes the end, when He hands over the kingdom to the God
and Father, when He has abolished all rule and all authority and power” (1 Cor.
15:24). During His mediatorial reign, Christ will accomplish the purposes for
which the kingdom was established, including the defeat of His enemies, the
restoration of creation, and the fulfillment of God’s covenant promises. Once these
objectives have been achieved, the kingdom will be presented to the Father as a
completed work. This transfer does not signify the end of Christ’s authority but the
successful completion of His messianic mission as the God-Man ruling over the
earth.

Paul further explains that when all things have been subjected to Christ,
“then the Son Himself also will be subjected to the One who subjected all things to
Him, so that God may be all in all” (1 Cor. 15:28). This voluntary submission does
not imply inferiority of essence, for the Son remains fully and eternally God.
Rather, it reflects the harmonious relationship within the Trinity and the
completion of Christ’s mediatorial kingdom. Having fulfilled every aspect of the
Father’s redemptive plan, Christ will usher creation into its eternal state, where the
triune God is glorified forever. The transfer of the kingdom therefore marks the
culmination of God’s program for human history and the transition into the eternal
order in which righteousness, peace, and fellowship with God will continue
without end.



Eternal State

The eternal state begins after the final judgment and the creation of the new
heaven and new earth (Rev. 21:1). Though Christ’s mediatorial kingdom will have
accomplished its purpose, His glory, authority, and relationship to His redeemed
people will continue forever. Scripture presents Jesus as the central figure of the
eternal order, dwelling among His people and manifesting the glory of God
throughout eternity. John describes the New Jerusalem and declares, “the glory of
God has illumined it, and its lamp is the Lamb” (Rev. 21:23). The Lord Jesus, who
accomplished redemption through His death and resurrection, will remain the
object of worship, praise, and devotion for all the redeemed. Throughout eternity,
believers will enjoy unbroken fellowship with the Savior who loved them and gave
Himself for them.

In the eternal state, Christ will continue to reign alongside the Father, and
His servants “will see His face” (Rev. 22:4-5). Every effect of sin, sorrow,
suffering, and death will be removed forever (Rev. 21:4). The redeemed will live
in perfect righteousness, serve the Lord without hindrance, and enjoy the fullness
of life in His presence. The One who created all things, redeemed mankind, and
ruled the kingdom will forever be at the center of God’s eternal order. The eternal
state therefore represents the culmination of God’s redemptive plan, where Christ
is eternally exalted and His people enjoy everlasting fellowship, blessing, and joy
in His presence.



Why Jesus Matters

The study of Jesus Christ is not merely an academic exercise in theology; it
is intensely personal and eternally significant. Everything examined in the
preceding chapters—His deity, humanity, incarnation, sinless life, sacrificial death,
resurrection, present ministry, and future reign—demands a response. The question
1s not simply who Jesus is, but what His person and work mean for every human
being. Scripture presents Christ as God’s answer to humanity’s greatest problem,
the Savior who provides forgiveness, reconciliation, and eternal life to all who
believe in Him (John 3:16; Acts 4:12; 1 Tim. 2:5). Yet His significance does not
end at the moment of salvation. For the believer, Christ is the source of spiritual
growth, faithful discipleship, meaningful worship, and confident hope for the
future (Col. 2:6-7; Heb. 12:2; Titus 2:13). This final chapter examines humanity’s
need, God’s provision through Christ, the certainty of salvation, common
misunderstandings of the gospel, and the proper response of both unbelievers and
believers. Ultimately, it seeks to answer the most important question every person
must face: What will you do with Jesus Christ?

The Problem of Sin and Its Penalty

The Bible identifies sin as humanity’s fundamental problem. Sin is
expressed in sinful thoughts, words, actions, motives, and failures to do what God
requires. Scripture leaves no room for exceptions, declaring, “There is none
righteous, not even one” (Rom. 3:10) and “all have sinned and fall short of the
glory of God” (Rom. 3:23). Though people differ in the degree and expression of
their sinfulness, all stand equally guilty before God’s perfect standard of
righteousness. Sin is not merely a weakness, mistake, or social problem,; it is
rebellion against a holy God. Because God is absolutely righteous, He cannot
overlook sin or lower His standard to accommodate human failure. Every person
therefore stands in need of divine forgiveness and reconciliation.

The penalty for sin is severe because it is measured by the character of the
One against whom it is committed. Sin brings separation from God (Isa. 59:2),
spiritual death (Rom. 6:23a; Eph. 2:1), physical death, and ultimately eternal
condemnation for those who reject God’s provision of salvation (John 3:18; Rev.
20:11-15). Left to themselves, people are incapable of solving this problem. Good
works cannot erase guilt, religious rituals cannot satisfy divine justice, and moral
reform cannot undo past transgressions. God’s standard remains perfect
righteousness, and fallen humanity cannot attain it through personal effort (Gal.
2:16; Tit. 3:5). The seriousness of sin is seen in the price required to remove it.



Nothing less than the incarnation, sacrificial death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ
could provide a solution. The cross reveals both the depth of human sinfulness and
the greatness of God’s love. Before a person can fully appreciate the good news of
salvation, he must first understand the bad news of sin and its penalty. Only then is
the grace of God in Christ made more clear.

God’s Gift of Eternal Life Through Christ

God did not leave humanity hopeless in its sinful condition. Though all
people stand guilty before Him and unable to save themselves (Rom. 3:10, 23),
God graciously provided a solution through His Son, Jesus Christ. The gift of
eternal life originates in the love, mercy, and grace of God rather than in any merit
found in mankind (John 3:16; Eph. 2:4-9; Tit. 3:5). Jesus declared that “God so
loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him
shall not perish, but have eternal life” (John 3:16). In the fullness of time, the
eternal Son entered human history, taking upon Himself true humanity while
remaining fully God (John 1:1, 14; Gal. 4:4). As the God-Man, He alone was
qualified to bridge the gap between a holy God and sinful humanity (1 Tim. 2:5).
Through His sinless life (Heb. 4:15; 1 John 3:5), He fulfilled every righteous
requirement of the Law (Matt. 5:17). Through His substitutionary death (Rom.
5:8), He bore the penalty that rightly belonged to us, for “Christ died for sins once
for all, the just for the unjust, so that He might bring us to God” (1 Pet. 3:18).
Through His resurrection, He demonstrated His victory over sin and death and
secured eternal life for all who trust in Him (1 Cor. 15:3-4). Scripture states, “He
was handed over to die because of our sins, and he was raised to life to make us
right with God” (Rom. 4:25). Man needs only Christ to be saved. No one else, and
nothing more.

The salvation Christ accomplished is complete, sufficient, and available to
all. Humanity’s greatest need is forgiveness and reconciliation with God, and both
are found exclusively in Jesus Christ (2 Cor. 5:18-21; Col. 1:13-14). Jesus stated,
“I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but through
Me” (John 14:6). Scripture consistently teaches that salvation is not obtained
through works, religious rituals, moral reform, or personal effort (Rom. 4:4-5), but
is received as a gift of God’s grace through faith in Christ (Rom. 6:23; Eph. 2:8-9;
Acts 16:31). Because Christ declared, “It is finished,” nothing remains for sinners
to add to His completed work (John 19:30). Faith does not earn salvation; it is
simply the empty hand that receives what God freely offers. The issue is not what
man can do for God, but what God has already accomplished through His Son.
Therefore, the gospel calls people to place their trust in Christ alone, whose



sacrifice fully satisfied the demands of divine justice and secured redemption
forever (Rom. 3:24-26; Heb. 10:12-14).

The gift of eternal life extends far beyond the forgiveness of sins. Those who
believe in Christ are justified before God, reconciled to Him, adopted into His
family, and granted a permanent relationship that can never be broken (John 10:28-
29; Rom. 5:1; Gal. 4:4-7). They receive a new identity in Christ (2 Cor. 5:17), the
indwelling ministry of the Holy Spirit (Eph. 1:13-14; 5:18), and the promise of a
future resurrection body (Phil. 3:20-21). Eternal life is not merely endless
existence; it 1s a present possession that begins the moment one believes in Christ
and continues forever (John 5:24; 6:47; 10:28; 17:3). Because salvation rests solely
upon the finished work of Christ rather than the unstable efforts of man, believers
can live with confidence, assurance, and hope (1 John 5:11-13; Heb. 7:25). The
same Savior who died and rose again now offers eternal life freely to all who place
their trust in Him, demonstrating the riches of God’s grace and the sufficiency of
Christ’s redemptive work (Rom. 5:8; Tit. 3:7).

Assurance of Salvation

The assurance of salvation rests not on human performance, emotional
experience, or personal faithfulness, but on the character of God and the promises
of His Word. Eternal life is a gift received through faith in Jesus Christ and 1s
secured by His finished work on the cross (John 3:16; Eph. 2:8-9). Jesus repeatedly
promised eternal life to those who believe in Him, declaring that the one who
believes “has eternal life, and does not come into judgment, but has passed out of
death into life” (John 5:24; 6:47). Because salvation depends on Christ’s work
rather than human effort, believers can possess confidence regarding their eternal
destiny. The certainty of salvation is grounded in God’s faithfulness, for “God is
not a man, that He should lie” (Num. 23:19), and His gifts and promises are
irrevocable (Rom. 11:29).

Scripture teaches that believers are eternally secure because God Himself
preserves them. Jesus declared “I give eternal life to them, and they will never
perish; and no one will snatch them out of My hand. My Father, who has given
them to Me, is greater than all; and no one is able to snatch them out of the
Father’s hand” (John 10:28-29). At the moment of faith in Christ, believers are
sealed by the Holy Spirit as God’s possession until the day of redemption (Eph.
1:13-14; 4:30). The apostle John wrote, “These things I have written to you who
believe in the name of the Son of God, so that you may know that you have eternal
life” (1 John 5:13). Assurance, therefore, is not presumption but confidence based



on God’s testimony concerning His Son. While believers may experience doubt,
struggle, failure, or periods of spiritual immaturity, these experiences do not alter
the saving work of Christ or the promises of God. The believer’s assurance rests
securely upon the person of Christ, the reliability of Scripture, and the unchanging
faithfulness of God (John 10:28; 2 Tim. 2:13; Heb. 7:25; 1 John 5:13).

Common Misunderstandings About Salvation

One of the most common misunderstandings about salvation is the belief
that good works contribute to obtaining or maintaining eternal life. Many people
assume that faith in Christ must be supplemented by moral effort, religious
devotion, or personal obedience to obtain eternal life. Scripture teaches the
opposite. Salvation is “the gift of God, not as a result of works” (Eph. 2:8-9). Paul
wrote that God “saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in
righteousness” (Tit. 3:5). Good works should follow salvation, but they are never
the condition of it (Gal. 6:10; Eph. 2:10). A believer is saved by grace through
faith alone and is then called to grow in obedience and service. Confusing the fruit
of discipleship with the condition for salvation shifts attention away from Christ’s
finished work and onto human performance. The gospel proclaims that Christ
accomplished everything necessary for salvation and that sinners receive eternal
life simply by believing in Him (John 3:16; Acts 16:31).

Another common misunderstanding is the belief that religious rituals are
necessary for salvation. Throughout history, many have looked to baptism, church
membership, communion, confession, or other religious practices as means of
securing favor with God. While such practices may have value when properly
understood, none possess the power to save. The New Testament consistently
presents faith in Christ as the sole condition for receiving eternal life (John 1:12;
3:16; 5:24; 6:47). Rituals may symbolize spiritual realities, but they do not create
those realities. Likewise, some confuse the free gift of salvation with the lifelong
call to discipleship. Jesus called believers to follow Him, deny themselves, and
take up their cross (Luke 9:23), but these commands relate to Christian growth and
faithful service rather than the free gift of eternal life. Discipleship carries a cost;
eternal life is received freely through faith. When the demands of discipleship are
transformed into conditions for salvation, the simplicity of the gospel is obscured
and the freeness of God’s grace is diminished.

A third misunderstanding is the belief that a person must first reform his life,
forsake all sin, surrender every area of life to Christ, or demonstrate sufficient
commitment before he can be saved. While spiritual growth, obedience, and



transformation are God’s desire for every believer, they are not prerequisites for
receiving eternal life. Christ came to save sinners, not those who are interested in
reforming themselves (Luke 5:31-32). The gospel invites people to come to Christ
as they are, trusting in Him alone for salvation (Matt. 11:28; John 6:37). Eternal
life is a gift for the guilty, not a reward for the righteous. Transformation follows
salvation as believers learn and apply God’s word under the ministry of the Holy
Spirit (Rom. 12:2; Col. 3:10). Scripture repeatedly presents faith as the sole means
of receiving eternal life because Christ’s work is fully sufficient (John 3:16; 5:24;
6:47; Rom. 4:4-5). The issue is never the strength of one’s faith but the reliability
of the Savior in whom that faith is placed. Salvation is through Christ alone
because Christ alone accomplished everything necessary for our salvation. The
gospel calls sinners to believe in Christ, not to promise a lifetime of obedience,
reform their lives, or prove their sincerity. Salvation is received by faith alone
because Christ’s work alone is sufficient.

The Unbeliever’s Response

Every person must eventually answer the question Jesus asked His disciples:
“Who do you say that [ am?” (Matt. 16:15). The unbeliever’s response to Jesus
Christ is the most important decision in life because one’s eternal destiny hinges
upon that response. Scripture states, “He who believes in Him is not judged; he
who does not believe has been judged already, because he has not believed in the
name of the only begotten Son of God” (John 3:18), and “The one who believes in
the Son has eternal life, but the one who refuses to believe in the Son will not see
life; instead, the wrath of God remains on him” (John 3:36). Scripture presents
Jesus as the eternal Son of God who became man (John 1:1, 14), lived a sinless life
(1 John 3:5), died for the sins of the world, and rose again on the third day (1 Cor.
15:3-4). Because all people are sinners and stand condemned before a holy God
(Rom. 3:23; 6:23), the need for salvation is universal. God has provided that
salvation through His Son and now extends the offer of eternal life to all. The
matter is simple: “Whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life”
(John 3:16). The gospel does not call people to earn God’s favor through works,
religion, or self-improvement. Rather, it calls them to place their trust in the person
and work of Christ, believing that He alone is able to save, for “There is salvation
in no one else; for there is no other name under heaven that has been given among
men by which we must be saved” (Acts 4:12).

The response God requires is faith. Throughout the Gospel of John, the
consistent condition for receiving eternal life is believing in Jesus Christ (John
3:16; 6:47; 20:31). Faith is not a promise to reform one’s life, a commitment to



lifelong obedience, or the performance of religious acts. It is persuasion that Jesus
1s who He claims to be and that His work on the cross is sufficient to provide
eternal salvation. Paul told the Philippian jailer, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and
you will be saved” (Acts 16:31). The moment a person places his faith in Christ, he
is forgiven (Acts 10:43), justified (Rom. 3:28; 5:1), reconciled to God (2 Cor.
5:18), adopted into His family (Gal. 4:4-7), and granted eternal life (John 10:28).
Salvation is received freely because Christ paid the full price. The invitation is
open to all.

The urgency of this decision cannot be overstated. Scripture teaches that life
is brief and uncertain, appearing only “for a little while and then vanishing away”
(Jam. 4:14). No one is promised tomorrow, and there is no opportunity for
salvation after death (Heb. 9:27). Those who reject God’s provision remain under
condemnation because they have refused the only Savior He has provided (John
3:18, 36). Yet God takes no pleasure in the destruction of the lost and desires that
people come to faith in Christ (Ezek. 33:11; 2 Pet. 3:9). For this reason, the gospel
continues to be proclaimed throughout the world. The unbeliever’s proper response
is not delay, indifference, or reliance upon personal merit, but simple faith in Jesus
Christ. The Savior who died and rose again now offers forgiveness, reconciliation,
and eternal life to all who trust in Him, and His promise remains certain: “he who
believes has eternal life” (John 6:47).

The Believer’s Response

The believer’s response to Jesus Christ begins where salvation begins—with
faith—>but it does not end there. Having received eternal life as a free gift, the
believer is called to grow in his relationship with the Lord and to live in a manner
consistent with his new identity in Christ (Col. 2:6-7; Eph. 4:1). Salvation is not
the finish line of the Christian life; it is the starting point. At the moment of faith,
the believer becomes a new creation in Christ (2 Cor. 5:17), 1s indwelt by the Holy
Spirit (Rom. 8:9), and is placed into the family of God (Gal. 4:4-7). God desires
that His children grow spiritually, moving from spiritual infancy toward maturity
as they learn His word and apply it by faith (1 Pet. 2:2; Heb. 5:12-14; 6:1).
Spiritual growth occurs as believers consistently learn Scripture (Rom. 12:1-2; 1
Pet. 2:2), walk by faith (2 Cor. 5:7), depend upon the Holy Spirit (Gal. 5:16; Eph.
5:18), and submit their thinking to God’s truth (Rom. 12:2; Col. 3:16). The
Christian life is not a matter of self-effort but of learning to live in dependence
upon the Lord who saved us.



A proper response to Christ also includes gratitude, obedience, and faithful
service. Jesus said, “If you love Me, you will keep My commandments” (John
14:15). God wants obedient children who learn and live His word. This requires
discipline and faith. Following Christ also involves the cost of discipleship. Jesus
called believers to deny themselves, take up their cross, and follow Him (Luke
9:23). Faithful obedience may require sacrifice, perseverance, and the surrender of
personal ambitions, but these are the fruit of salvation rather than the condition for
receiving it. Believers are called to present themselves to God as instruments of
righteousness (Rom. 6:12-13), to walk in a manner worthy of their calling (Eph.
4:1), and to pursue spiritual virtues such as love, humility, integrity, and
faithfulness (Gal. 5:22-23; Col. 3:12-17). God has also gifted every believer for
ministry within the body of Christ and desires that each one serve according to the
abilities and opportunities He provides (Rom. 12:4-8; 1 Pet. 4:10). Faithful service
should not be an attempt to earn God’s favor but a response to the favor already
received. The believer serves because he has been loved, forgiven, accepted, and
blessed in Christ (Eph. 1:3-7).

The believer’s response to Christ should also be marked by hope and
anticipation. The Christian life is lived in the expectation that Jesus Christ will
return as He promised (John 14:1-3; Tit. 2:13). Until that day, believers are called
to persevere in faith, remain steadfast in the truth, and devote themselves to the
work of the Lord (1 Cor. 15:58; Phil. 3:20-21). They understand that their labor is
not in vain and that one day they will stand before Christ to give an account of
their service and receive rewards for faithfulness (1 Cor. 3:11-15; 2 Cor. 5:10).
This future perspective encourages believers to live wisely, redeem their time, and
invest their lives in that which has eternal value (Eph. 5:15-17; Col. 3:1-4). The
proper response to Jesus Christ is therefore a life of growing fellowship, faithful
service, and confident expectation, all motivated by gratitude for the One who
loved us and gave Himself for us (Gal. 2:20).

To God Be the Glory
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